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TO:
NAESB Wholesale Gas Quadrant (WGQ) Contracts Subcommittee and Interested Industry Participants

FROM: 

Jonathan Booe, Staff Attorney 
RE:
WGQ Contracts Subcommittee Draft Meeting Minutes – March 31, 2026
DATE:

April 1, 2026
WGQ CONTRACTS SUBCOMMITTEE

Conference Call with Webcasting
Tuesday, March 31, 2026
9:00 AM – 11:00 AM Central
DRAFT MINUTES
1.
Welcome & Administrative Items

Mr. Sappenfield opened the meeting and welcomed the participants.  Ms. Jang provided the Antitrust and Other Meeting Policies reminder, and Mr. Sappenfield reviewed the agenda with the participants. Mr. Sappenfield noted a change in agenda item 3 to a review of the draft ammonia addendum request and the latest update from the requester. Mr. Burden moved to adopt the agenda, Mr. Flory seconded the motion. The motion passed a simple majority vote without opposition.  
The participants reviewed the draft minutes from the October 10, 2025 meeting. Mr. Burden moved, seconded by Mr. Flory, to adopt the draft minutes as final. The motion passed a simple majority vote without opposition. The final minutes for the October 10, 2025 meeting can be found through the following hyperlink: https://naesb.org/pdf4/wgq_contracts101025fm.doc 
2. Review the Draft Ammonia Addendum Request and the Latest Update from Requester 
Mr. Sappenfield reviewed the NAESB Planned Effort on an Ammonia Addendum to H2 Base Contract work paper, providing a brief overview of NAESB and its ANSI accredited standards development process.  He stated that the background for the current request follows from the subcommittee’s recent development of the NAESB Base Contract for the Sale and Purchase of Hydrogen (Hydrogen Base Contract), which was ratified by membership in November 2025.
Mr. Sappenfield next reviewed Standards Request R26001, stating that the Request was received in December 2025 from the Clean Hydrogen Buyers Alliance and assigned to the WGQ Contracts Subcommittee during the triage process. He asked Mr. Flory to review the Request.
Mr. Flory stated that because ammonia is the largest use of hydrogen globally and in North America, stakeholders within the Clean Hydrogen Buyers Alliance requested development of an accompanying ammonia addendum that would accelerate the use of hydrogen. He noted that some of these stakeholder discussions were coordinated through the Ammonia Energy Association (AEA), where there was strong interest in carrying over certain transactional features from the NAESB Hydrogen Base Contract, including transactions involving the physical commodity bundled with energy attribute certificates, physical commodity only transactions, and unbundled energy attribute certificate transactions.
Mr. Flory noted that further discussions with stakeholders, including major ammonia produces in North America, indicated that a standalone ammonia contract would be more practical than an ammonia addendum to the NAESB Hydrogen Base Contract. He stated that while ammonia production is often integrated with hydrogen production, ammonia transactions involve commercial practices and logistics distinct from those addressed in the hydrogen contract. Mr. Flory proposed amending the Request so that the subcommittee would consider development of an ammonia base contract that would remain consistent with the core components of the NAESB Hydrogen Base Contract, including the available transaction types, the treatment of bundled and unbundled energy attribute certificates, and carbon intensity-related concepts, while developing new provisions to address import and export transactions and different modes of transportation specific to ammonia.
Mr. Burden asked the difference between an addendum and a standalone contract. Mr. Flory stated that an addendum would serve as a supplemental attachment that modifies or adds to the terms of the original contract. Mr. Sappenfield added that the initial Request had initially began as an addendum, but stakeholder discussions revealed many ammonia-specific changes that it appeared more appropriate to create a distinct contract document rather than continue trying to adapt the hydrogen contract through a supplement. He highlighted that the proposed ammonia contract would remain consistent with the core framework and concepts of the hydrogen contract.
Mr. Burden asked whether the subcommittee could revise the scope of the Request to develop an ammonia contract instead of an addendum. Mr. Sappenfield answered that it is within the subcommittee’s discretion to adopt a recommendation in a form that best addresses the original request, and that the end product, a contract for an ammonia transaction would be the same if an addendum or a standalone contract was developed. He asked if the participants had any questions or comments. None were offered.
3.
Identify Next Steps and Action Items

Mr. Sappenfield stated that the meeting previously scheduled for April 14, 2026 has been cancelled and that the next subcommittee meeting will be held on April 29, 2026. He stated that during the next meeting, the participants will review a strawman ammonia base contract that he will prepare after gathering additional input from stakeholder groups. 
4.
Other Business
Mr. Sappenfield stated that NAESB will hold its Understanding the NAESB WGQ Contracts Webinar Course on April 16, 2026. He stated that the course will provide a detailed review of the NAESB Base Contract for the Sale and Purchase of Natural Gas and accompanying addendums. He referred interested participants to the NAESB website for registration information under the NAESB Primers and Training Courses section. 
5.
Adjourn

The subcommittee adjourned at 9:30 AM Central.   
6.
Attendance
	Name
	Organization

	Christopher Burden
	Enbridge Inc.

	John Flory
	Clean Hydrogen Buyers Alliance

	Regina Jang
	NAESB

	Tara Liscombe
	Castleton Commodities International

	Michael Prokop
	The Alliance Risk Group

	Keith Sappenfield
	KS Energy Consultant

	Sarah Shaffer
	EQT

	Maddie Sheppard
	American Public Gas Association

	Caroline Trum
	NAESB

	Kyle Turpin
	American Public Power Association
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