Comments Submitted by D. Field, Southern Star Central Gas Pipeline


WGQ Recommendation: R99033/R96018/R04028 

Redesign of Operationally Available and Unsubscribed Data Set

Southern Star Central Gas Pipeline (Southern Star) submits the following comments on WGQ Recommendation: R99033/R96018/R04028 – Redesign of Operationally Available and Unsubscribed data set.  Southern Star generally supports the redesign of this data set to create two separate data sets for the interstate pipeline’s Operationally Available Capacity Report (OACR) and the Unsubscribed Capacity Report (UCR) in compliance with 18 CFR 284.12, as well as the relocation of those data sets and related standards away from the Capacity Release Related Standards to the Additional Standards.  The use of two separate data sets will provide greater clarity assisting Transportation Service Providers (TSPs) to provide this information more consistently.

However, there is one new mandatory data element in the OACR data set (0.4.z1) that is likely to create confusion and inconsistent reports from TSP to TSP without further guidance or definition from NAESB.  Specifically, the new data set requires use of a Flow Indicator to show direction of flow.  The direction of flow is expressly used in the definition of two other mandatory data elements, Operating Capacity and Operationally Available Capacity. 
	Business Name (Abbreviation) 
	Definition
	EBB Usage
	EDI/FF Usage
	Condition

	Flow Indicator

(Flow Ind)
	Indicates the direction of flow.
	M
	M
	

	Operating Capacity

(OPC)
	The total capacity which could be scheduled at (or through) the identified point, segment or zone in the indicated direction of flow.
	M
	M
	

	Operationally Available Capacity

(OAC)
	The quantity remaining available to be scheduled at (or through) the identified point, segment or zone, in the indicated direction of flow.
	M
	M
	


The potential for confusion stems from the choice code values a TSP may use for the Flow Indicator.

Flow Indicator

	Code Value Description
	Code Value Definition
	Code Value

	Bi-directional
	[no definition necessary]
	BD

	Delivery
	[no definition necessary]
	MQ

	Receipt
	[no definition necessary]
	M2

	Storage Injection
	[no definition necessary]
	SI

	Storage Withdrawal
	[no definition necessary]
	SW

	TSP Defined 1
	TSP defined flow indicator
	TD1

	TSP Defined 2
	TSP defined flow indicator
	TD2

	TSP Defined 3
	TSP defined flow indicator
	TD3

	TSP Defined 4
	TSP defined flow indicator
	TD4


As can be seen from the table in the Code Values Dictionary, one of the code value choices for the Flow Indicator is Bi-directional.  The use of Bi-directional as a code value has the potential to create confusion when the TSP posts either Operating Capacity or Operationally Available Capacity, which are numeric values in the direction of flow as indicated by the Flow Indicator.  Bi-directional means that that flow could be in either or both directions, so there is not a simple, single numeric choice to enter for either of the required capacities, but there are no instructions in the NAESB materials, that Southern Star could find, on how to apply those capacity definitions when the point, line or segment is bi-directional.  The Technical Implementation of the Business Process offers no help when the Flow Indicator code value is Bi-directional, but simply says that “The flow indicator reflects the direction of flow for the quantity being reported.”   In the presence of an inherent ambiguity and the absence of any reasonable guidance, TSPs may therefore be expected logically to choose different means of supplying the Operating Capacity and Operationally Available Capacity, so that the standard fails to be a standard in situations involving bi-directional flows.   The relationship of the Flow Indicator to similar data found in the Location Purpose and the Location/Quantity Type Indicator is also not explained in the NAESB materials (bi-directional could easily have been a code value for one of those data elements rather than a confusing choice for flow direction).  The changes proposed in the recommendation should therefore not be adopted until the recommendation is revised to address this inherent ambiguity and provide clear direction to TSPs trying to comply with the NAESB standards.
Flow direction type data is also used in other NAESB data sets, specifically in the Request for Confirmation Standard 1.4.3 where Location Capacity Flow Indicator Data is a conditional data element.  The code values for that element in 1.4.3 are either Receipt or Delivery, a simple unambiguous choice.   Likewise the code values for Flow Indicator in 0.4.z1 should be simple and unambiguous, or else provide clear instructions on how that information is to be consistently interpreted and used. 
Summary:  Southern Star supports the creation of separate data sets for the OACR and UCR, but not until the current recommendation is revised to address and clarify the inherent ambiguity created by the proposed code values for Flow Indicator associated with bi-directional flows so that TSPs are provided with clear direction on how to comply with the proposed standard.

