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DRAFT MINUTES
1. Welcome
Ms. Sieg welcomed the participants to the meeting.  Ms. Trum provided the Antitrust and Other Meeting Policies reminder.  Mr. Phillips reviewed the agenda.  Mr. Ashbaker moved, seconded by Mr. Kelly, to adopt the agenda as final.  The motion passed a simple majority vote without opposition.
Mr. Phillips reviewed the October 16, 2024 Joint WEQ/RMQ BPS meeting draft minutes and the February 18, 2025 Joint WEQ BPS, WEQ Cybersecurity Subcommittee, and RMQ BPS meeting draft minutes with the participants.  No changes were offered.  Mr. Maples moved, seconded by Mr. Ashbaker, to adopt the draft minutes for both meetings.  The motion passed a simple majority vote without opposition.  Mr. Phillips noted that the approved draft minutes for the February 18, 2025 meeting will be posted as final following review and approval by the WEQ Cybersecurity Subcommittee.  The final minutes for the October 16, 2024 meeting are available through the following hyperlink: https://naesb.org/pdf4/weq_rmq_bps101624fm.docx. 
2. Joint WEQ/RMQ BPS Discussion: 2025 WEQ Annual Plan Item 5.a / 2025 RMQ Annual Plan Item 2.b – Consider and develop business practices to support the integration of DER/DER aggregation registries by the industry
Mr. Phillips stated that over the past few years, NAESB has undertaken several standard development efforts intended to support the industry’s integration of DERs and DER aggregations, with a number of these considered jointly by the WEQ and RMQ.  He noted that these recent efforts included work in response to requests from the U.S. Department of Energy, resulting in new WEQ and RMQ Business Practice Standards as well as the NAESB Base Contract for the Sale and Purchase of Distribution Grid Services from DER Aggregations (NAESB Distribution Grid Services Base Contract), which supports bilateral transactions for distribution grid services subject to state or local jurisdictions.  
Mr. Phillips stated that as part of the current effort, the NAESB Board of Directors jointly assigned to the WEQ and RMQ BPS consideration and development of business practices that can support the industry’s use of tools, such as registries, that facilitate access to DER and DER aggregation data.  In tandem, the RMQ BPS will be addressing next steps to support industry use of the NAESB Distribution Grid Services Base Contract.  Mr. Phillips stated that the chairs plan to hold joint WEQ and RMQ BPS meetings to address these standard development activities. The meeting agendas will include joint WEQ/RMQ BPS discussion on 2025 WEQ Annual Plan Item 5.a / 2025 RMQ Annual Plan Item 2.b, immediately followed by RMQ BPS discussion on 2025 RMQ Annual Plan Item 2.d.
[bookmark: _Hlk196733644][bookmark: _Hlk196816590]Mr. Phillips noted that there are various initiatives underway to facilitate DER data access and suggested the joint subcommittees use the first few meetings to discuss any existing tools and tool-to-tool sharing processes or planned efforts in this area, particularly any issues or gaps related to coordination, data sharing processes, and tool interoperability that could be addressed through standardization.  He explained that information in these areas can help the participants identify any industry priorities for standardization and define the direction and scope of standard development considerations for 2025 WEQ Annual Plan Item 5.a / 2025 RMQ Annual Plan Item 2.b.  
Mr. Phillips asked for any initial comments from participants.  Mr. Hickman stated that Collaborative Utility Solutions has developed a central registry to support DER information sharing by industry.  He explained that the central registry can house DER information used for a wide range of reliability and commercial purposes, from operations to settlement activities and offered to provide a presentation as part of a future meeting overviewing the platform and Collaborative Utility Solutions’ other related initiatives in this area.
Mr. Hickman noted that the subcommittees may want to consider recent industry guidance regarding DER data collection, storage, and sharing included in the NERC Reducing DER Variability and Uncertainty Impacts on the Bulk Power System White Paper (NERC White Paper).  Mr. Skeath stated that the white paper builds upon past work of the NERC System Planning Impacts from Distributed Energy Resources Working Group to identify areas of improvement and technical considerations to better account for reliability impacts associated with integrating DERs.  He explained that the white paper’s focus is improving access to and the accuracy of DER data, especially information critical for system planning and modeling.  Specifically, the NERC White Paper identifies key principles to support information gathering and methods to improve DER data collection, storage, and sharing practices among relevant parties.  Mr. Skeath noted that these include recommendations for the adoption of uniform data protocols to support automated exchange of consistent DER-related data, like the Common Information Model (CIM), and utilization of a central data repository to create a system record and single point of truth for information, which can assist in verification of DER registrations and prevention of double counting.  He stated that the NERC White Paper also provides recommendations to address possible implementation barriers, such as wider industry education and further standardization.
Mr. Maples noted that in response to Commission directives in FERC Order No. 901 Reliability Standards to Address Inverter-Based Resources, NERC is developing new and revised reliability requirements intended to assure accurate representation of inverter-based resource IBR performance in transmission planning processes.  He explained that proposed revisions being considered as part of NERC Project 2022-02 Uniform Modeling Framework for IBR would require entities to incorporate new categories of IBR and DER aggregate data in system modeling and planning processes and that successful implementation of any new reliability requirements will be dependent on the accessibility of quality data in readily usable formats.  He suggested the participants consider how a central registry could be a mechanism to facilitate access to the needed information and NAESB Business Practice Standards that could help facilitate tool data sharing.
Mr. Maples stated that as part of the reliability standards development project, some participants have raised concerns as to how information can be obtained from non-jurisdictional entities not subject to mandatory NERC Reliability Standards, possible disparities or wide variances in the contents and formatting of the provided data, and how parties can support the secure exchange of data and provide assurance that sensitive customer data is protected and sufficiently anonymized.  He suggested that a central registry could be one mechanism to help address these concerns if there were supporting requirements that addressed these issues.  Mr. Hickman explained that the information housed in a central registry to create a DER record is owned or controlled by a number of different market participants who have various data privacy rights.  He stated that to be an effective centralized resource of DER and aggregation data, a registry must implement appropriate cybersecurity and data protection requirements, including clearly defined roles and responsibilities for parties to provide, manage, edit, and access the tool data.
Mr. Phillips stated that as part of previous DER-related standard efforts, some participants noted the need for coordination and data sharing between ISOs/RTOs, DER aggregators, distribution utilities, and applicable retail authorities to support implementation of FERC Order No. 2222 Participation of Distributed Energy Resource Aggregations in Markets Operated by Regional Transmission Organizations and Independent System Operators.  He asked if participants were aware of any existing tools or processes that assist in these coordination efforts.  Mr. Kathan stated that several states, such as New York, have statewide DER information sharing tools and that some ISOs/RTOs have or are in the process of developing internal databases.  He noted that this may be an area of consideration for further discussion.  Mr. Phillips suggested that information from participants on these existing tools and any tool-to-tool information sharing processes or considerations would be helpful for subcommittee discussions.  
[bookmark: _Hlk196737945]Mr. Gill stated that NYISO maintains a software application to support participation of DERs and DER aggregations within its market, with DER aggregators required to submit various data attributes.  Mr. Maples stated that Evergy has an internal DER repository.  Ms. Sperry noted that MISO is in the process of expanding the functionality of an existing internal tool to support collection of DER-related information.  Mr. Phillips suggested that descriptions of the data housed in existing tools as well as identification of the DER and aggregation information needed by parties to support coordination or commercial processes could be useful.  Mr. Gill offered to provide documentation regarding collected data attributes and how NYISO uses the information.  
Mr. Phillips explained that additional input and feedback from participants regarding industry tools, processes, and initiatives to facilitate DER data access, with a focus on any issues or gaps related to coordination and tool-to-tool data sharing processes, will be important to facilitate further discussions and identify areas of standardization that can better enable tool interoperability.  He thanked those individuals who had volunteered to do so and asked that all participants who offered comments consider providing more detailed information for the next meeting.
Mr. Phillips stated that the chairs would work with NAESB staff to coordinate participant presentations and schedule the next meeting.  A meeting announcement and agenda will be distributed by the NAESB office once available. 
3. RMQ BPS Discussion: 2025 RMQ Annual Plan Item 2.d – Develop Distributed Ledger Technology (DLT) RMQ Model Business Practices to support the automation of the NAESB Distribution Grid Services Base Contract and Conditions Precedent Addendum
Mr. Phillips stated that, as previously noted, the RMQ BPS will also be meeting to consider the development of DLT-related standards to support the automation of the NAESB Distribution Grid Services Base Contract.   He explained that as a starting point for these discussions, the chairs are preparing initial work papers that leverage previous work by the WEQ and RMQ BPS to develop DLT-related business practices that support the use of the NAESB Base Contract for Sale and Purchase of Voluntary Renewable Energy Certificates.  Ms. Sieg noted that these work papers will be posted for the next meeting and asked participants to review the documents prior to the meeting.
Mr. Phillips stated that any recommendation for standards developed to address this annual plan item and subsequently approved by the RMQ Executive Committee and ratified by membership, will become RMQ Model Business Practices.  He noted that while the NAESB Distribution Grid Services Base Contract supports bilateral transactions for distribution grid services subject to state or local jurisdictions, the development of the standard contract benefitted from input and joint discussions of retail and wholesale electric market participants.  He encouraged continued participation by wholesale entities to help ensure any developed model business practices or changes to the standard contract align with the wholesale market needs.  
4. Adjourn
The meeting adjourned at 3:00 PM Central on a motion by Ms. McKeever, seconded by Ms. Duffley. 
5. Attendance
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	Last Name
	Organization

	Steve
	Ashbaker
	Western Electricity Coordinating Council

	Ethan
	Avallone
	NYISO

	Jonathan
	Booe
	NAESB

	Scott
	Coe
	Collaborative Utility Solutions

	Kim
	Duffley
	NARUC

	Steven
	Gill
	NYISO

	Bret
	Giles
	Southern Company

	Shawn
	Grant
	CAISO

	Chris
	Hickman
	Collaborative Utility Solutions

	David
	Kathan
	Collaborative Utility Solutions

	J. Bryan
	Kelly
	Power Costs

	Alan
	Kloster
	KCP&L and Westar, Evergy Companies

	Annabelle
	Lee
	Nevermore Security

	Hayden 
	Maples
	KCP&L and Westar, Evergy Companies

	Deborah
	McKeever
	Oncor

	Amrit
	Nagi
	NAESB

	Joshua
	Phillips
	SPP

	Donna
	Pratt
	NERC

	Kristen
	Rowley
	MISO

	Eric
	Shick
	Arizona Public Service

	Lisa
	Sieg
	LGE & KU Services

	John
	Skeath
	NERC

	Kimberly
	Sperry
	MISO

	Caroline
	Trum
	NAESB
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