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Under the Standards Review Subcommittee (SRS) Scope of Work, which was approved by the SRS on March 6, 2008, the SRS agreed to review recommendations and if subcommittee deemed appropriate, they would submit advisory comments to the Executive Committee (EC) for consideration.  As stated in the Scope of Work these comments are “not intended to change the scope of the Business Practices or recommendation, but to provide consistency and uniformity across all WEQ Business Practices.”
It is the SRS understanding that the recommendation will be included as standards in the WEQ Business Practice Standards and will be filed with the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC). Therefore the SRS would like to point out inconsistencies between this recommendation and existing standards as well as a number of concerns specific to the recommendation itself.  
It is also the SRS understanding that these comments may be reviewed by the Smart Grid Task Force.  The task force may review these comments, suggest modifications to the recommendation, and submit late comments for Executive Committee consideration.

Recommendation Summary

The SRS understands that for this document OASIS is referencing the “Organization for the Advancement of Structured Information Standards.”  In the current WEQ Business Practices Standards when OASIS is mentioned it refers to the “Open Access Same-Time Information System.”  The task force may want to add some clarifying language so that others reading the recommendation understand that OASIS in this context refers to the organization not the system.
WEQ-000

The terms and definitions do not seem to take into account existing definitions of terms and FERC Order 676-C which requested that NAESB resolve differences within its standards and differences between NERC and NAESB Standards.  Below are examples that illustrate inconsistencies with the definitions for the same term.

Facility -
NERC Definition  - A set of electrical equipment that operates as a single Bulk Electric System Element (e.g., a line, a generator, a shunt compensator, transformer, etc.)

Recommendation Definition – The location at which connection to the transmission or distribution system is made.

Load Serving Entity - 
Glossary Definition The responsible entity that secures energy and Transmission Service (and related Interconnection Operations Services) to serve the electrical demand and energy requirements of its end-use customer.


Recommendation Definition – A role which carries the responsibility of serving end-users and selling electric energy to end-users.

System Operator -
Demand Response Final Action – A System Operator is a Balancing Authority, Transmission Operator, or Reliability Coordinator, whose responsibility is to monitor and control an electric system in real time (based on NERC definition).  The System Operator is responsible for initiating Advance Notifications, Deployment and Release/Recall Instructions.

Recommendation Definition – An entity which carries the responsibility of administering the deman response process, from Resource enrollment to performance evaluation.

Within Definitions of terms there are capitalized terms which are not defined.  These include:

· Federal

· Awards

· Schedules

WEQ-016
· General 

· There are terms which are capitalized which are not defined such as “Use Case”, “Time of Use Pricing”, “Smart Appliance”, “Display”, Utility Distribution Company  and “Wind Power”.

· There are acronyms which are not defined such as “UML”, “PUC”, and “HAN.” 
· There are acronyms which are used/defined in the WEQ-016 that are not included In WEQ-000 such as the Tariff Rate Types (CPP, MCPPE, PTR, etc.) C&I, EMS, and BAS.
· Executive Summary –  This recommendation along with the recommendations for PAP04 Requirements Specifications for Common Scheduling Mechanism or Energy Transactions and PAP09 Requirements Specifications for Wholesale Standard DR Signals each contain an Executive Summary listed under the “Recommended Standards” section of the recommendation. Based on the standards numbering it appears that all three recommendations will be included in a new set of standards, WEQ-016.  
· First, we question whether WEQ-016 should have an Executive Summary.  The only Business Practice Standards that have an executive summary is WEQ-014 (WEQ/WGQ eTariff Related Standards).  The WEQ-014 standards were approved prior to the SRS review of recommendations. (If the SRS had been reviewing standards at that time, we may have questioned having an Executive Summary in WEQ-014.) 
· Second, the Executive Summaries in the three recommendations though similar are not identical.  With the differences in the Executive Summaries and all three recommendations being included in WEQ-016 it is unclear how a single set of business practices can have three Executive Summaries.

If the EC decides to move forward with including an Excutive Summary, the SRS recommends that all capitalized terms and acronyms be included in WEQ-000.   Also, the bulleted list of “main use cases that are affected by pricing” should be consistently formated in the Executive Summary, WEQ-016-3.4 and WEQ-016-3.5. 
An option the Smart Grid Task Force may want to consider is to create a separate Business Practice Standard for each PAP recommendation rather than combining them into a single recommendation.  

· Introduction – The SRS questions whether it is appropriate to include an “Assumptions” section in the WEQ Business Practice Standards.

Assumptions:  

· Wholesale market price signals may have different characteristics than retail market signals. 

· Attempts to standardize pricing signals must not hinder regulatory changes or market innovations. 
The task force may want to consider re-naming this section to “Considerations” and place in an Appendix to the Business Practice Standards or move to Section 4.d of the recommendation form, “Commentary/Rationale of Subcommittee(s)/Task Force(s).”
· Section WEQ-016-3.1 – “Price signals should be flexible enough to accommodate regulatory changes or market innovations” appears to be an assumption/consideration rather than a standard.
· Section WEQ-016-3.2 – Duplicates the definitions and acronymns which are also being proposed to be included in WEQ-000.  The WEQ recently completed an effort to create a common glossary and stop the process of having definitions for terms in multiple WEQ Business Practices.  This section seems to reverse the WEQ current direction of having a common glossary with definitions only listed in one place.  If the WEQ EC wants to proceed with this section the SRS suggests the EC consider striking the word “Proposed” from the column heading labeled “Proposed Definition.”
· Section WEQ-016-3.3 – The “Includes” and “Extends” relationships though listed in this section are not referenced in the rest of the document.  If these relationships are not used, the SRS is unsure why they are listed.
· Section WEQ-016-3.4 – The SRS would recommend that the Tariff Rate Types and corresponding definitions be moved to WEQ-000.

· Section WEQ-016-3.6 – The SRS questions if the following language is appropriate for WEQ Business Practice Standards that will eventually be filed with the Commission. 
“The following initial attributes were presented early in the PAP-03 meetings and will serve as the initial starting point for further refinement.”

The task force may want to consider moving this section and subsections to Section 4 “Supporting Documentation” of the recommendation so that it is included in the final action but not included in the WEQ Business Practices Standards that will be filed with the Commission since this section is still under development.
· Section WEQ-016-3.6.1 – 
· The are inconsistencies with the formatting of Attribute names. (See Product Identifier and Identifier source.)  One has both words in proper case (first letter upper case) and the other only the first word.  
· Under Product Identifier, Stock is capitalized but is not a defined term or attribute.

· Under Product Type, there is a reference to 5.1.  There is no 5.1 section in the document so it is unclear what is the correct reference. 
· Under Product Sub-Type, Reserve is capitalized but is not a defined term or attribute.

· Section WEQ-016-3.6.2 – 

· Under Considerations for the Price Component attribute it has “The sum of all Price Components must equal the Total Price.”  This may be more appropriate for consideration under “Total Price.”

· Under Considerations for the Price Type attribute it references “Real Time” which is not listed as an attribute nor is a defined term.
· Under Considerations for the Override Unit of Measure for the Product attribute, it references “Alternative Unit of Measure” which is not listed as an attribute nor is a defined term.
· Under Considerations for the Currency attribute it references “Energy Units of Measure” which is not listed as an attribute nor is a defined term.
· Under Description for Currency, the description should not use the Attribute to describe itself.  The description for Currency states “The Currency of the Total Price and Price Components.”
· Under Considerations for the Source Location Identifier Type attribute it references “GPS” which is not included in the list of acronyms.
· Section WEQ-016-3.7 through Section WEQ-006-3.7.1 –  If this information is supplemental material only the SRS is questioning if it provides value.  If it does then there are a number of capitalized terms that need to be defined including Operating Authority, Maneuverability, Contingency Reserve-Spinning, and Contingency Reserve-Supplemental.  These terms should also be moved to WEQ-000.
The task force needs to consider whether the intent of these sections of the recommendation is to have them included in the WEQ Business Practice Standards which will be filed with the Commission or whether the sections are intenteded to provide background information.  If it is the latter, the task force may want to consider moving these section to Section 4 “Supporting Documentation.” 
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