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NORTH AMERICAN ENERGY STANDARDS BOARD
WHOLESALE ELECTRIC QUADRANT

OASIS Subcommittee Conference Call
November 15, 2022 9:00 AM to 4:00 PM Central

DRAFT MINUTES

1. Welcome
Mr. Quimby opened the meeting and welcomed the participants.  Ms. Mallett reviewed the Antitrust and Other Meeting Policies reminder.  Mr. Quimby reviewed the agenda with the participants.  The agenda was adopted by consensus.
The participants reviewed the draft minutes from the October 19, 2022 meeting.  No modifications were offered.  Mr. Wood moved to adopt the draft minutes as final.  Mr. Steigerwald seconded the motion. The motion passed a simple majority vote without opposition.  The final minutes for the meeting are available through the following hyperlink: https://naesb.org//pdf4/weq_oasis101922fm.doc.
2. Discussion on Standards Request R22002 – Request to review FERC Order No. 881 to implement ambient-adjusted ratings on the transmission lines to improve the accuracy and transparency of electric transmission line ratings
Mr. Quimby stated that the WEQ OASIS Subcommittee previously met to discuss Standards Request R22002 on September 28, 2022 and October 19, 2022.  He stated that, during those meetings, the subcommittee reviewed the work paper Proposed Areas of Concern for FERC Order 881 redline and determined that some of the items, such as Available Transfer Capability (ATC)/ Total Transfer Capability (TTC) methodology and facility ratings, fall within the purview of the WEQ Business Practices Subcommittee (WEQ BPS).  
Mr. Steigerwald developed a work paper for the instant meeting that is meant to be a scoping document to facilitate further discussion on whether any WEQ OASIS Business Practice Standards should be developed in response to FERC Order No. 881.  He provided a summary of the requirements within the order including those concerning ambient-adjusted ratings (AARs), seasonal line ratings, and transparency and posed several questions for the subcommittee to consider.  The following contains the highlights from that conversation.

Facility Rating:  Mr. Steigerwald stated that an AAR is a transmission line rating which is a facility rating addressed in the NERC Reliability Standards (FAC-008-5).  He stated that the determination of transmission line ratings is currently not covered by the WEQ Business Practice Standards and asked the participants whether the determination of AAR or seasonal line rating fall under the purview of OASIS.  Mr. Williams stated that by the time the calculation gets to OASIS, the AAR is already incorporated.  Mr. Pacella explained that the OASIS calculation would be the same and added that he did not see a need for more standards. Mr. Steigerwald summarized that, as long as AARs are incorporated into TTC, then the TTC turns into ATC, no WEQ Business Practice Standards are needed.  Mr. Schingle and Mr. Williams agreed.  The subcommittee noted in the work paper that only the usage, not the determination of TTCs, is an OASIS concern.
TTC/ATC: Mr. Steigerwald stated that the WEQ-023 Modeling Business Practices, developed by the WEQ BPS, contain the information needed for one to determine TTC.  The Transmission Provider documents their TTC methodology in the ATCID.  WEQ-023-1.1.1.1 provides a list of limitations to account for in this process and the first item on the list is facility ratings.  Once TTC is calculated, it is used to determine the ATC. The participants determined that the WEQ BPS should address whether the methodology would contain the AAR, as this is not an OASIS item.
Mr. Steigerwald asked whether the industry needs standards regarding the evaluation of AARs, as ATC already incorporates AARs and/or seasonal line ratings.  He noted that, if developed, the standards would most likely modify standards under the purview of the WEQ BPS.  Mr. Wood stated that timing does need to be addressed.  He provided a scenario where two Transmission Service Reservations (TSRs) cross each other in the first ten days.  He stated that the result could be oversubscription of capacity that is left on the table.  The participants determined that the WEQ BPS should determine whether the methodology contains AARs.  

Evaluation of Transmission Service Requests:  Mr. Steigerwald stated that the evaluation of TSRs against ATC is mentioned in WEQ-001 or WEQ-023.  He read WEQ-023-1.4 and WEQ-001-4.7 with the participants and noted that the language of WEQ-001-105.2.6.1 is vague regarding the evaluation needed prior to a Network Integration Transmission Service (NITS) request.  He asked whether any further standards are needed regarding the evaluation of TSRs.  
The WEQ OASIS Subcommittee determined that modifications to the WEQ OASIS Business Practice Standards were not needed in response to this item, but the WEQ BPS should determine whether there is a change to methodology needed as part of the WEQ-023 Business Practice Standards. 

Congestion Management: Mr. Steigerwald stated that a few OASIS Business Practice Standards mention congestion management, but do not explain when congestion management should be performed or focus on the posting of information on OASIS.  He noted that the topic is interconnection-wide congestion management from Reliability Coordinators rather than Transmission Providers.   Mr. Steigerwald explained that the WEQ BPS maintains WEQ-008 Transmission Loading Relief – Eastern Interconnection, the primary book that addresses congestion management, and it only applies to the Eastern Interconnection. He added that the Western Electricity Coordinating Council (WECC) have a procedure in the West that is comparable to WEQ-008.  Mr. Wood stated that the curtailments, interruptions, and redispatches are covered in the congestion management documents and an AAR will be basically the same as the line outage.  

The subcommittee determined that WEQ-008 and WECC handle the curtailments, interruptions, or redispatch outside of the OASIS.

Transparency: Mr. Steigerwald reviewed WEQ-001-16 with the participants and noted that the standard outlines the procedure for responding to ATC or Available Flowgate Capability (AFC) questions.  He noted that FERC Order No. 881 directs that AARs be used in response to requests for information on the availability of potential near-term transmission.  Mr. Quimby asked whether an additional standard would be needed to address AAR questions under WEQ-001-16.  Mr. Pacella stated that he preferred not to include additional language.  Mr. Quimby agreed.  Mr. Steigerwald asked whether an optional template should be developed so those who choose to provide the information on a site other than OASIS will do so uniformly.  Mr. Williams asked whether there would be value in the development of the data template.  Mr. Steigerwald stated that the WEQ Business Practice Standards include other optional templates, such as the posting of curtailment templates.  Mr. Pacella stated that there does not seem to be a need to post on OASIS and asked if any of the participants would utilize the template.  Mr. Quimby asked the participants to introduce the possibility within their companies and determine whether there is a business advantage to the development of the template to make the AAR data available.  Mr. Steigerwald stated that WEQ-001-13.1.5 outlines the ATC information that should be posted on the OASIS homepage.  Mr. Steigerwald stated that, if the WEQ OASIS Subcommittee moves ahead with the development of a list of exceptions to the line ratings, the language should be placed under the ATC Information Link (WEQ-001-13.1.5).  Mr. Steigerwald read WEQ-023-1.1.1 and WEQ-023-1.1.1.1 and stated that WEQ-023-1.1.1 is the only place in the NAESB standards that discusses the methodology by which Facility Ratings are incorporated into TTC.  He stated that this might be the place to address sharing of that information and those methodologies; however, the issue would be within the purview of the WEQ BPS.  Mr. Williams and Mr. Quimby agreed that transmission line ratings belong to WEQ-023, a WEQ BPS-maintained standard.  Mr. Wood stated that FERC Order No. 881 did not require anything on or off OASIS.  Mr. Steigerwald agreed and stated that the order refers to a database on OASIS or another password-protected website.  
3. Discussion on 2023 WEQ OASIS Calendar

The participants reviewed the 2023 WEQ OASIS Calendar.  
4. Prepare for the Next WEQ OASIS Subcommittee Call
Mr. Wood stated that he would prepare the agenda for January 17, 2023 WEQ OASIS Subcommittee meeting. Mr. Quimby reminded the participants to determine whether there is a business advantage to the development of the template to make the AAR data available.
5. Other Business
There was no other business discussed.
6. Adjourn

The meeting adjourned at 11:27 AM Central on motion by Mr. Williams.  Mr. Lewter seconded the motion. The motion passed without opposition.
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