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TO:
Wholesale Electric Quadrant (WEQ) OASIS Subcommittee and Interested Industry Parties
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Caroline Trum, Director of Wholesale Electric Activities
RE:
Final Minutes for the March 24, 2026 WEQ OASIS Subcommittee Conference Call
DATE:

March 24, 2026
NORTH AMERICAN ENERGY STANDARDS BOARD
WHOLESALE ELECTRIC QUADRANT

OASIS Subcommittee Conference Call
March 24, 2026 – 9:00 AM to 12:00 PM Central

FINAL MINUTES

1. Welcome
Mr. Arbitelle welcomed the participants.  Ms. Trum reviewed the Antitrust and Other Meeting Policies reminder.  Mr. Arbitelle reviewed the draft agenda with the participants.  An item was added to discuss Standards Request R24006.  Mr. Lewter moved, seconded by Mr. Buus, to adopt the revised agenda as final. The motion passed a simple majority vote without opposition.  
Mr. Arbitelle stated that after a number of years as a subcommittee co-chair, Mr. Schingle was stepping down from the role.  He thanked Mr. Schingle for his leadership, noting that his expertise had been critical to the success of many of the subcommittee efforts.  Mr. Schingle stated his appreciation for his co-chairs, the subcommittee participants, and NAESB.  Mr. Arbitelle stated that Mr. Marhoefer will be serving as co-chair of the subcommittee.
The participants reviewed the draft minutes from the February 17, 2026 meeting. No modifications were offered.   Mr. Lewder moved, seconded by Mr. Stander, to adopt the draft minutes as final. The motion passed a simple majority vote without opposition. The final minutes for the meetings are available through the following hyperlink: https://www.naesb.org/pdf4/weq_oasis021726fm.doc.
2. Continue to Discuss Standards Request R26002 – Request to extend the OASIS price field to six characters
Mr. Arbitelle stated that during the previous meeting, the participants had discussed Standards Request R26002, submitted by Black Hills Energy, and identified potential revisions to WEQ-003 to address the request.  The participants reviewed the R26002 Work Paper.

Mr. Arbitelle noted that the proposed modifications would change the maximum field length from five to seven characters plus up to six decimal places for the data elements BID_PRICE, CEILING_PRICE, and OFFER_PRICE.  Mr. Schingle stated that one outstanding issue from the previous meeting was if extending the allowed decimal values would cause impact to other OASIS functionality.  Mr. Stander explained that while these data elements are involved in a number of different processes, the system changes to implement the proposed modifications should not be overly complex.  Mr. Arbitelle stated that price is one of the tie-breaking factors identified in WEQ-001 for the preemption and competition process.  He asked modifying the field length would impact this functionality.  Mr. Stander replied that the system logic to carryout the functionality should not be impacted by the field length change.  
Mr. Williams asked if expanding the field length would impact existing price records.  Mr. Stander responded that there should be no impact.  Mr. Lewter asked if expanding the allowed decimal places could unintentionally make the preemption and competition process more complex.  He noted that if price is used as the tie-breaker, $1.00 and $1.001 would be seen as different values even though from a billing perspective, they are the same price.  Mr. Pacella stated that the current standard allows for up to four decimal places to be used, so the change would not introduce a new complexity.
Mr. Arbitelle asked if participants had any other questions or comments regarding the proposed modifications.  None were offered.
3. Discuss Standards Request R26004 – Request to consider changing the maximum character length of the Source and Sink element names in the WEQ-003 OASIS Data Dictionary.
Mr. Arbitelle stated that Standards Request R26004 was submitted by Southern Company and is in the triage process with a proposed assignment to the WEQ OASIS Subcommittee.  He asked Mr. Williams to review the request.

Mr. Williams stated that similar to Standards Request R26002, the request from Southern Company proposes modifying the maximum field length for the SINK and SOURCE data elements.  He explained that within OASIS nodes, source and sink point names are sometimes abbreviated or do not match the facility common name, leading to confusion and misapplication.  He noted that both OASIS nodes and the NAESB EIR include sink and source points and suggested that the character length between these two fields should be consistent.  Mr. Buus stated that the NAESB EIR operates as the point of truth for data that is used in e-Tagging systems and a number of other downstream applications.  He suggested that the subcommittees identify what other data points within OASIS are also registered in the NAESB EIR and consider if there is a need to align the field lengths with NAESB EIR data formats.  
Mr. Arbitelle noted that a number of the OASIS data elements were created prior to the existence of the NAESB EIR.  He explained that at the time, restricting data element field lengths was a way to help ensure efficient and cost-effective data communications, given the technology limitations of the time.  Mr. Stander noted that the data points registered within the NAESB EIR should be consistent with the character limits identified in WEQ-003 but that some existing data points may pre-date the NAESB EIR.  He stated that another area of consideration may be the use of special characters, noting that these are allowed by the NAESB EIR but prohibited within OASIS.  Mr. Arbitelle suggested that the subcommittee identify the WEQ-003 data elements that have corresponding data points registered in the NAESB EIR.  Mr. Stander stated that he could provide this information.  
Mr. Buus noted that there are also some data points used by OASIS systems and e-Tagging systems that are not registered in the NAESB EIR.  Mr. Arbitelle asked participants to discuss internally any issues they have encountered with mismatching names for data points between systems and provide these for the next meeting.
 Mr. Williams asked how expanding the field length would impact existing data elements.  Mr. Stander stated that there should not be an impact to existing data elements but that new requirements would be applicable to new registered data points.  Mr. Williams asked how name changes within OASIS would impact downstream applications.  Mr. Stander stated that once a transmission service request is created, the identified source and sink points are saved as text.  He explained that updating the name of the point would not retroactively update the value on the transmission service request created prior to the name change.
4. Review 2026 WEQ Annual Plan Assignments

2026 WEQ Annual Plan Item 2.a

Mr. Arbitelle asked Mr. Buus to review the WEQ CISS Chair Integrated Hourly Value Work Paper.  Mr. Buus reviewed the WEQ-004 modifications proposed by the WEQ CISS.  He explained that the revisions are based on the subcommittee’s determination to use Method 1 as the rounding methodology for integrated hourly value calculations, as described in the 2026 WEQ Annual Plan Item 2.a Work Paper.
Mr. Buus stated that the WEQ CISS participants had also discussed creating a more generally applicable defined term within WEQ-000.  He noted that the work paper includes an example he created as a reference for how a generally applicable definition could be worded.  Mr. Arbitelle stated that Southern Company uses a rounding methodology consistent with Method 1 as part of its scheduling processes.  Mr. Williams stated that within WEQ-001, the references to integrated hour is used within the context of determining system load value and that there are methodologies in use by industry, including by Southern Company, that are not consistent with Method 1 or Method 2.  He stated that Southern Company would likely not be supportive of a broadly applicable definition in WEQ-000, explaining that this could unintentionally impact other areas where integrated hourly values are used as part of calculations.

Mr. Arbitelle asked participants to review the work papers within their companies and come prepared to the next meeting to discuss in more detail.
2026 WEQ Annual Plan Item 2.b

Mr. Arbitelle asked if there were any items of discussion from participants.  Mr. Williams stated that Southern Company had identified two areas that may need further discussion by the subcommittee related to redirects and the preemption and competition process.  He stated that he would provide a white paper for the next meeting to describe the issue in more detail.
5. Discussion on 2026 WEQ OASIS Calendar

Mr. Arbitelle stated that the chairs would work with the NAESB office to finalize the next meeting dates, tentatively scheduled for April 14 and May 12.
6. Prepare for the Next WEQ OASIS Subcommittee Call
Mr. Buus stated that he could provide an update regarding 2026 WEQ Annual Plan Item 2.a at the next meeting, noting that the WEQ BPS is discussing the item as part of their scheduled call on March 30, 2026.
7. Other Business
None were discussed. 
8. Adjourn

The meeting adjourned at 11:09 AM Central on motion by Mr. Buus, seconded by Mr. Williams.
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