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DRAFT MINUTES

1. Welcome
Mr. Arbitelle welcomed the participants.  Ms. Trum reviewed the Antitrust and Other Meeting Policies reminder.  Mr. Arbitelle reviewed the draft agenda with the participants. Mr. Schingle moved, seconded by Mr. Williams, to adopt the draft agenda as final. The motion passed a simple majority vote without opposition.  
The participants reviewed the draft minutes from the January 14, 2025 meeting. One correction was made to fix a typographical error.  Ms. Shintani moved, seconded by Mr. Schingle, to adopt the revised draft minutes as final. The motion passed a simple majority vote without opposition. The final minutes for the meetings are available through the following hyperlink: https://naesb.org/pdf4/weq_oasis011425fm.doc. 
2. Begin Discussion on Standards Request R26002 – Request to extend the OASIS price field to six characters
Mr. Arbitelle stated that Black Hills Energy submitted Standards Request R26002 and that the request had been assigned to the WEQ OASIS Subcommittee during the triage process.  He asked Ms. Malon to review the request.
Ms. Malon stated there is a maximum five-character limit for posting bid prices on OASIS nodes but that due to rate increases, the megawatt (MW) representation of that value for Black Hills Energy is now six digits in length.  She noted that as a workaround, Black Hills Energy is using kilowatt (kW) values where necessary but that this creates an inconsistency in how posted rates are represented within OASIS that could lead to confusion by customers evaluating transmission offerings.  She stated that Black Hills Energy is proposing the maximum character limit be increased to accommodate larger MW values to allow for consistency in how the values are represented and support increased clarity and transparency for transmission customers.
Mr. Arbitelle suggested that in evaluating the request, the participants may want to consider if there is a need for a higher maximum character limit than six.  He asked if there is an additional issue that also needs to be discussed as part of the request related to consistent representation of values in either MW or kW.  Ms. Malone stated that although Black Hills Energy specified kW when entering the yearly transmission rate, the MW value for the rate is still being reflected for other time periods.  Mr. Stander stated that consistency in how the values used to represent rates in a transmission provider’s OASIS could be an implementation specific issue rather than a change that would require standards modifications to address.  Mr. Schingle suggested that the participants focus discussions on the maximum character length.
Mr. Schingle stated that there are three data elements within WEQ-003 associated with posting transmission rates, BID_PRICE, CEILING_PRICE, and OFFER_PRICE.  He noted that the field format for each of these data elements is a maximum five characters plus two to four decimals.  Mr. Williams agreed with Mr. Arbitelle’s suggestion that extending the maximum field length beyond the requested six characters would be beneficial and support future potential market changes that could impact transmission scheduling.  He explained that the while the default unit of measurement for transmission scheduling has traditionally been MW, the use of other units of measure may be more prevalent in the future to better accommodate large loads or the integration of distributed energy resources.

Mr. Lewter suggested that participants may want to also consider expanding the maximum number of decimals that can be used.  He explained that this would provide transmission providers with additional flexibility in the units of measurement that are used and could support more granular pricing down to watt-hour.  Mr. Schingle asked if a maximum of seven characters and seven decimals should be used.  Mr. Buus suggested that if revisions are made to expand the maximum number of characters and decimals, there should be consideration on if this will impact any upstream or downstream systems that use OASIS data to avoid inadvertently causing a compatibility issue.  Mr. Stander volunteered to provide additional information at the next meeting regarding this issue.
Mr. Arbitelle noted that the WEQ OASIS Subcommittee has had similar past discussions regarding consistency in how certain data, like points-of-receipt (PORs) and points-of-delivery (PODs) and source and sink points, are represented within OASIS as compared to electronic tagging (e-Tagging).  He noted that the data used as part of e-Tags is registered in the NAESB EIR.  Mr. Schingle stated that within WEQ-003, the field format for PORs and PODs is one to twelve characters and zero to fourteen characters for source and sink points.  Mr. Williams suggested that greater consistency in data representation may be an issue that should be reconsidered by the WEQ OASIS Subcommittee.  Mr. Buus stated that it in considering modifications, it may be helpful to review any specified field limits for these data points within WEQ-004 and the NAESB e-Tag Functional Specification.  Mr. Stander offered to provide data representation comparison information for the next meeting.  
Mr. Arbitelle stated that these considerations would be outside the scope of the current request.  Mr. Schingle agreed.  Mr. Arbitelle stated that the item could be discussed as part of the subcommittee’s work to address 2026 WEQ Annual Plan Item 2.b, but that a new request for standards development could be useful to define the issue, especially if it may involve changes to standards not within WEQ-001, WEQ-002, WEQ-003, or WEQ-013.  
Mr. Pacella asked if changes to the field format for REDISPATCH_PRICE should also be considered as part of efforts to address Standards Request R26002.  He noted that the maximum character length for this data element is 500 and can be free-form text as opposed to a numerical representation.  Mr. Arbitelle stated that the REDISPATCH_PRICE data element allows third-parties to post redispatch offers to OASIS and that the field format requirements are different than BID_PRICE, CEILING_PRICE, and OFFER_PRICE to provide flexibility.  He noted that the data element was added as part of past efforts to address FERC Order No. 890 directives.  Mr. Schingle explained that the intention of creating a free-form text data element was to provide third-parties the ability to include all information relevant to the redispatch offer.

Mr. Williams noted that expanding the maximum character length for BID_PRICE, CEILING_PRICE, and OFFER_PRICE makes it more likely that there could be differing units of measure.  He asked if the OASIS data templates defined in WEQ-002 require transmission resales be represented in consistent units of measure with the parent transmission reservation.  Mr. Schingle stated that resales are communicated using the transassign data template, which includes BID_PRICE and OFFER_PRICE.  He noted that units of measure may be an implementation consideration and not a level of detail that should be specified within the template structure.  Mr. Arbitelle stated that this is an issue the participants should consider to determine if there is any impact and if so, are there needed changes to the data templates.  Mr. Stander stated that he could provide information at the next meeting regarding any special character or decimal limit restrictions that are defined within the data templates.  
Mr. Arbitelle stated that the participants would continue discussions on Standards Request R26002 during the next meeting.  He asked participants to internally review the proposal to expand the maximum character length and decimal representation and come to the next meeting with any additional considerations for discussion.
3. Review 2026 WEQ Annual Plan Assignments

Mr. Arbitelle stated that as part of 2026 WEQ Annual Plan Item 2.b, the WEQ OASIS Subcommittee is tasked with considering the need for modifications to the WEQ OASIS related standards based on implementation and operational experiences since the adoption of WEQ Version 004.  He asked if participants had any initial items to propose for discussion.  Mr. Stander stated that in working on industry implementation of WEQ Version 004, OATI had noted two potential issues related to changes made standards for rollover rights.  
Mr. Stander explained that one item is a minor consistency issue between standards language in WEQ-002 and WEQ-013 that appears to be an inadvertent error.  Mr. Arbitelle noted that this could be a minor correction to the standards.  Mr. Stander stated that the other item relates to the representation of rollover rights as part of pending transmission service reservations and may require more discussion by the subcommittee.  
Mr. Stander stated that as part of WEQ Version 004, revisions were made to allow for dynamic notifications for rollover rights within OASIS and the ROLLOVER_WAIVED data element was added to certain OASIS data templates as an optional data element to convey if the transmission customer has elected to waive consideration for granting of rollover rights.  He explained that older transmission service requests would be lacking this designation and suggested the subcommittee may want to consider if is a need to discuss standard revisions to create consistency in how this information would be conveyed in such scenarios.  

Mr. Arbitelle noted that a potential publication date for the next version of the WEQ Business Practice Standards could be sometime in 4Q, 2026.  He stated that if there are any changes participants want included in the next version, then the subcommittee should be working towards completing a recommendation in time for WEQ Executive Committee consideration as part of its October meeting.  
Mr. Arbitelle stated that the other item assigned to the WEQ OASIS Subcommittee, 2026 WEQ Annual Plan Item 2.a, is a joint effort with the WEQ Coordinate Interchange Scheduling Subcommittee (CISS) and WEQ Business Practices Subcommittee.  He stated that the WEQ CISS has held two meetings to begin considering modifications to WEQ-004 to support greater consistency in calculations for integrated hourly values and asked Mr. Buus, as a co-chair of the WEQ CISS, to provide an update.  Mr. Buus reviewed 2026 WEQ Annual Plan Item 2.a Work Paper and outlined the issues being considered by the WEQ CISS.  He noted that the WEQ CISS participants have discussed modifications to WEQ-004 as well as the creation of a defined term for integrated hourly value that could be broadly applicable.
Mr. Arbitelle noted that the term integrated hourly value and references to integrated hours are broadly used within wholesale electric commercial and operational applications.  He stated that while a defined term could be beneficial to help create consistency and provide a common understanding, specifying how the value must be calculated as part of the definition could limit the applicability of the defined term.  Mr. Williams agreed, stating that the preferred approach for how integrated hourly values are calculated could vary depending on the application.  Mr. Buus stated that this is an area of discussion by the WEQ CISS, which is meeting again on February 26, 2026.
Mr. Arbitelle stated that the WEQ OASIS Subcommittee chairs could put together a work paper identifying references to the use of integrated hours in the WEQ OASIS related standards for the next meeting of the subcommittee.
4. Discussion on 2026 WEQ OASIS Calendar

Mr. Arbitelle suggested that the WEQ OASIS Subcommittee schedule its next meeting for March 24, 2026 to continue discussions on Standards Request R26002, areas of consideration to address as part of 2026 WEQ Annual Plan Item 2.b, and begin review of references to integrated hours within the WEQ OASIS related standards as part of 2026 WEQ Annual Plan Item 2.a.  Mr. Stander stated that he would work on providing the additional information noted as part of the meeting discussion for the next call.
5. Prepare for the Next WEQ OASIS Subcommittee Call
Mr. Arbitelle stated that the WEQ OASIS Subcommittee chairs would work with the NAESB office to schedule and announce the next meeting.
6. Other Business
None were discussed. 
7. Adjourn

The meeting adjourned at 11:14 AM Central on motion by Mr. Williams, seconded by Mr. Schingle.
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