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Coordinate Interchange Scheduling Subcommittee (CISS)
Conference Call
April 22, 2025 from 1:00 PM – 3:00 PM Central
DRAFT MINUTES
1. Welcome 
Mr. Browning welcomed the participants to the meeting, and the participants introduced themselves.  Ms. Trum delivered the NAESB Antitrust and Meeting Policies reminder.  Mr. Browning reviewed the agenda.  Ms. Hunt moved, seconded by Mr. Vaa, to adopt the agenda as final.  The motion passed a simple majority vote without opposition. 
The participants reviewed the draft minutes from the February 6, 2025 meeting.  No modifications were offered.  Ms. Hunt moved, seconded by Mr. Vaa, to adopt the draft minutes as final.  The motion passed a simple majority vote without opposition.  The final minutes from the meeting are available through the following hyperlink:  https://naesb.org/pdf4/weq_ciss020625fm.doc. 
2. Begin Discussion on 2025 WEQ Annual Plan Item 2.b – Consider and develop modifications to the WEQ Business Practice Standards and the NAESB WEQ Electronic Tagging Functional Specification to include a transaction type specially designed to accommodate Bi-directional resources (batteries)
Mr. Browning stated that Southern Company and CAISO had submitted work papers for the meeting.  He asked Mr. Williams to review the work paper submitted by Southern Company.  Mr. Williams stated that the posted document contains Southern Company’s electric storage resource grid charging business practices and provides guidance to customers on how to procure energy and transmission service for such resources on its system.  He explained that Southern Company requires customers to use separate transmission service reservations and e-Tags for charging and discharging activities.  Ms. Hunt noted that this is similar to how Avista Corporation handles such transactions.  
Mr. Williams stated that transactions to charge and discharge an electric storage resource are required to have separate e-Tags, as the flow of energy is in opposite directions.  He noted that this is consistent with requirements to electronically tag transactions into or out of Southern Company’s balancing authority footprint, and certain intra-balancing authority transactions.  Mr. Browning stated that practice is consistent with the treatment of most interchange transactions today.  Ms. Hunt asked if Southern Company has considered possible modifications to the current process.  Mr. Williams stated that there are only a few transmission-system connected electric storage resources within Southern Company’s footprint at this time.  He explained that changes could be considered in the future as more resources come online.
Mr. Browning asked Mr. Vaa to review the work paper submitted by CAISO.  Mr. Vaa stated that work paper provides additional information regarding the issues encountered by CAISO and the interim solution developed in response to questions during the previous meeting.  As part of internal scheduling processes, CAISO tracks e-Tags through the resource identification included on the e-Tag and that similar to other entities, CAISO requires separate e-Tags to designate charging and discharging activities for transactions involving bidirectional resources physically located outside of its footprint.  Mr. Vaa stated that as both the import and export e-Tag had the same resource identification, there was not an easy way to distinguish between the two.  He explained that this added complexities to internal scheduling processes, as operators had to spend additional time to correctly categorize e-Tags and increased the possibility of human error, especially in scenarios where an e-Tag adjustment needed to be made.
Mr. Vaa stated CAISO developed internal mechanisms intended to help operators more easily determine the direction of flow on an e-Tag.  For bidirectional resource, CAISO now assigns the e-Tag a “resource type” of “zero participating tie generator (ZPTG)” that is included as part of the miscellaneous information field on an e-Tag.  The “resource type” naming convention is represented by the resource type abbreviation, the point-of-receipt (POR)/point-of-delivery (POD), an “E” or “I” to designate if the e-Tag represents an export or import of energy, and the source/sink point: ZPTG_[POR/POD]_[E/I]_[Source/Sink].  CAISO updated internal tool displays to include this information and support new validations to identify the direction of flow by linking the resource identification to specific POR/POD segments.  Once the direction of flow is determined for the e-Tag, the bidirectional resource is included in a new display screen that categorizes each e-Tag as either charge or discharge and hyperlinks to the e-Tag.  
Mr. Vaa explained that while these new internal mechanisms have sufficiently addressed CAISO’s immediate issues regarding the management of bidirectional resource transactions, CAISO anticipates that increased wholesale market participation by these resource types will lead to new complexities and burdens for the industry in this area.  He noted that proactive efforts to develop standardized approaches would be beneficial to help ensure solutions are available to address future industry needs.  Mr. Vaa stated that CAISO remains supportive of NAESB considering new or revised WEQ Business Practice Standards that can help streamline management of these transactions but does not plan to further expand on its proposal for standards development as part of this annual plan item.  He explained that this determination was reached as part of internal discussions following the last meeting and is based on CAISO’s assessment of its new internal mechanisms and feedback offered by participants that standards development may be premature as other entities have not encountered similar issues and there does not appear to be widespread offerings of bilateral transmission products at this time.

Mr. Browning asked if the subcommittee should consider a no action recommendation.  Mr. Vaa stated that CAISO would not oppose a no action recommendation as there does not appear to be support to further consider standards development.  He noted that this should not preclude future standard development considerations in this area by the WEQ CISS or other subcommittees.  Mr. Ashbaker agreed.  
3. Discuss Next Steps and Future Meetings
Mr. Browning stated that the chairs will work to develop a draft no action recommendation.  He suggested that for the next meeting, the participants plan to review and consider the recommendation for vote and begin discussion on its remaining standards development assignment for the year, 2025 WEQ Annual Plan Item 1.a – Review annually, at a minimum, the current version of the NAESB Electronic Tagging Functional Specification and make revisions as necessary to ensure the specification continues to be supportive of applicable NERC Reliability Standards and NAESB WEQ Business Practice Standards and is reflective of current cybersecurity best practices.
Ms. Trum noted that the deadline to vote out a recommendation for consideration at the next scheduled meeting of the WEQ Executive Committee is in September.  She stated that the NAESB office would work with the subcommittee chairs to schedule the next meeting and distribute a meeting announcement and agenda once available.  Mr. Browning suggested holding the next meeting in late May or early June.
4. Other Business

There was no other business discussed.
5. Adjourn
The meeting adjourned at 1:44 PM Central on a motion by Ms. Hunt, seconded by Mr. Vaa.
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