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NO ACTION RECOMMENDATION AS APPROVED BY THE NAESB
WEQ EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE ON AUGUST 20, 2013
                            For Quadrant: 
Wholesale Electric Quadrant

                            Requesters:
WEQ PKI Subcommittee

                            Request No.: 
2013 WEQ AP Item 4.a.ii

                            Request Title:
Review the FERC Report, “Report on Use of North American Energy Standards Board Public Key Infrastructure Standards,” Docket No. EL12-86-000, issued on August 27, 2012, to determine which standards changes are needed to be responsive to suggestions made by the Commission.

1.  RECOMMENDED ACTION:
EFFECT OF EC VOTE TO ACCEPT RECOMMENDED ACTION:

	
	Accept as requested
	
	Change to Existing Practice

	
	Accept as modified below
	X
	Status Quo

	X
	Decline
	
	


2.  TYPE OF DEVELOPMENT/MAINTENANCE

	Per Request:
	Per Recommendation:

	
	Initiation
	
	Initiation

	X
	Modification
	
	Modification

	
	Interpretation
	
	Interpretation

	
	Withdrawal
	X
	Withdrawal

	
	
	
	

	
	Principle
	
	Principle

	
	Definition
	
	Definition

	
	Business Practice Standard
	
	Business Practice Standard

	
	Document
	
	Document

	
	Data Element
	
	Data Element

	
	Code Value
	
	Code Value

	
	X12 Implementation Guide
	
	X12 Implementation Guide

	X
	Business Process Documentation
	X
	Business Process Documentation


3.  RECOMMENDATION

SUMMARY:
On August 27, 2012 the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) issued a “Report on Use of North American Energy Standards Board Public Key Infrastructure (PKI) Standards” requesting NAESB to consider reducing the 20-year lifetime of the root keys and certificates defined in the NAESB Accreditation Requirements for Authorized Certification Authorities (Accreditation Specification).
  In response to the report, the NAESB Board of Directors adopted 2013 WEQ Annual Plan Item 4.a.ii and requested the NAESB PKI Subcommittee to review the NAESB PKI standards and supportive specifications in light of the FERC recommendation. To address this annual plan item the NAESB PKI Subcommittee met five times between February and May 2013 to discuss the item and develop this recommendation for “no action” by the WEQ Executive Committee.  
To support the recommendation for “no action” the PKI Subcommittee developed the attached work paper providing justification for their decision not to recommend a reduction in the 20-year lifetime of the root key. This work paper was distributed for an informal comment period from April 16, 2013 to May 30, 2013 and voted out of the subcommittee with a recommendation for “no action” on May 16, 2013. 

The work paper can be found as an attachment to this recommendation through the following hyperlink:  http://www.naesb.org/pdf4/weq_2013_api_4aii_rec_attachment_082013.docx
Recommended Standards:


No new standards or changes to existing standards are proposed.
4.  SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION
a.  Description of Request:

2013 WEQ Annual Plan Item 4.a.ii: Review the FERC Report, “Report on Use of North American Energy Standards Board Public Key Infrastructure Standards,” Docket No. EL12-86-000, issued on August 27, 2012, to determine which standards changes are needed to be responsive to suggestions made by the Commission.
b.  Description of Recommendation:



Recommendation of “no action” on 2013 WEQ AP Item 4.a.ii
c.  Business Purpose:

d. Commentary/Rationale of Subcommittee(s)/Task Force(s):
PKI Subcommittee Work Paper:  http://www.naesb.org/pdf4/weq_2013_api_4aii_rec_attachment.docx
February 7, 2013 PKI Subcommittee Meeting Minutes
March 7, 2013 PKI Subcommittee Meeting Minutes
April 4, 2013 PKI Subcommittee Meeting Minutes 
May 7, 2013 PKI Subcommittee Meeting Minutes
May 16, 2013 PKI Subcommittee Meeting Minutes
� The FERC Report may be found at: http://www.ferc.gov/EventCalendar/Files/20120827175825-EL12-86-000.pdf
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