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The NYISO is pleased to offer its conditional support for the draft recommendation 2011 WEQ AP Item 2.a.iii.1 through 2.a.iii.3 – Service Across Multiple Transmission Systems (“SAMTS”).  In addition, the NYISO joins in and supports the comments of the ISO/RTO Council.
The NYISO’s Informal Comments
 explained that the draft SAMTS standards should be clarified to confirm that they would not apply to transmission providers that do not employ the “physical reservation” transmission model contemplated by  the pro forma Open Access Transmission Tariff (“OATT”).  In response, the WEQ OASIS Subcommittee (“Subcommittee”) added language to the “Summary of Recommendations” specifying that “the suggested process is not intended to apply to Transmission Providers that are exempt or substantially exempt from WEQ-001, 002, 003, and 013.”  The Subcommittee added similar language to new Section 001-xx.2.1.4 stating that “[t]he contiguity requirement shall not apply to transmission service across areas of the interconnected transmission system under the operational control of Transmission Providers that have obtained waivers of WEQ-001 from the [Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (“FERC”).”

The NYISO is grateful for the Subcommittee’s efforts to address the concerns expressed in the Informal Comments.  Assuming that all of the new language is included in the final version of the SAMTS standards those concerns should be fully addressed.  The new language makes it clear that NAESB does not seek to impose new compliance obligations on, or to require the provision of new forms of transmission service by, transmission providers (such as the NYISO) that are already exempt from nearly all of the WEQ requirements that the SAMTS standards build upon. 
It is not entirely clear, however, whether the language that has been added to the “Summary of Recommendations” will be included in the text of the standards submitted to FERC and incorporated by reference into the Code of Federal Regulations.  If that is not the Subcommittee’s intention then the NYISO respectfully requests that the “Summary of Recommendations” language be added to Section 001-xx.2.1.4.  
Adding that language to Section 001-xx.2.1.4. would also eliminate any possible confusion regarding the meaning of that provision.  The NYISO understands Section 001-xx.2.1.4 to be consistent with the existing “Summary of Recommendations” language, i.e., it implicitly recognizes that the SAMTS standards will not apply to transmission providers that are exempt or substantially exempt from WEQ-001.  The purpose of Section 001-xx.2.1.4 is thus to clarify that transmission providers can be “contiguous” for purposes of the SAMTS standards even if they are physically separated by a transmission provider that is not subject to the SAMTS rules.
   Including the “Summary of Recommendations” language in Section 001-xx.2.1.4 would serve to make the provision’s meaning clearer.  
In conclusion, assuming that the “Summary of Recommendations” language referenced above is included in the final SAMTS standards in some form, and that the NYISO’s understanding of the current version of Section 001-xx.2.1.4 is correct, the NYISO supports the recommendation that the SAMTS standards be approved by NAESB’s Executive Committee.
	�  See  Informal Comments Submitted by New York Independent System Operator, Inc., April 28, 2011 (“Informal Comments”).  The NYISO incorporates the Informal Comments by reference.


	� Conversely, the NYISO understands that Section 001-xx.2.1.4 is not to be read as somehow requiring entities that are exempt or substantially exempt from WEQ-001 to accept “Coordinated Requests” that do not satisfy the contiguity requirements that normally apply to such requests.  
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