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NAESB staff continues its coordination efforts with NERC staff as well as the Eastern Interconnection Data Sharing Network (EIDSN) regarding the Parallel Flow Visualization (PFV) effort.  As discussed by the chair of the EIDSN IDC Steering Committee during the August 21, 2018 meeting of the WEQ Executive Committee, EIDSN has made available to NAESB an update, the Parallel Flow Visualization Metrics Report, regarding the status of the field trial.  The report provides detailed information on the field trial to date and PFV-related changes to the IDC tool as well as an analysis of the data made available thus far.  As indicated in the report, in the initial review by the EIDSN IDC Working Group, PFV appears to provide more accurate modeling and assignment of relief obligations, a better analysis of the impacts on flowgates, and represents a considerable improvement over the current IDC.  The report does not contain information on the reliability or commercial metrics as this will be provided in a report released following the conclusion of the field trial in March 2019.  NAESB staff is working with NERC staff and EIDSN leadership to draft a report to update the Commission based on the information provided by EIDSN in the Parallel Flow Visualization Metrics Report.
NAESB and NERC engage in continuous coordination activities, ensuring the organizations remain in lock-step regarding commercial and reliability issues.  As part of these efforts, NAESB leadership, NAESB staff, and NERC leadership participate in monthly conference calls to discuss ongoing and future coordination.  Additionally, NAESB and NERC staffs frequently confer on issues impacting both organizations.  Recent topics of discussion between NERC and NAESB have included cybersecurity and the 2018 NERC Reliability Standards Efficiency Review.
In response to directives contained in FERC Order No. 848 Cyber Security Incident Reporting Reliability Standards, the NERC has initiated Project 2018-02 Modifications to CIP-008 Cyber Security Incident Reporting.  The purpose of this standards development effort is to augment mandatory reporting of cyber security incidents, including attempts that might facilitate subsequent efforts to harm the reliable operations of the bulk electric system.  The WEQ Cybersecurity Subcommittee (CSS) reviewed the FERC order as part of its assessment to develop the no action recommendation in support of 2018 WEQ Annual Plan Item 4.b – Evaluate and modify the NAESB WEQ standards, if necessary, to support and/or complement the current version of the NERC Critical Infrastructure Protection (CIP) Standards and any other activities of NERC and the FERC related to cybersecurity.  The WEQ CSS determined that while no action needed to be taken by NAESB in direct response to the order, related NERC standards development activities should be monitored to evaluate if there are any needed complementary WEQ Business Practice Standards.  NERC staff has informed NAESB that the NERC standards development effort will proceed on a truncated timeline in order to meet the six-month deadline established by the Commission as part of the order.
On August 22, 2018, the NERC Standards Committee met to initially consider the Standards Authorization Request (SAR) developed by the NERC Standards Efficiency Review (SER) Team.  The Standards Committee authorized the SAR for an initial formal comment period on the SAR ending on September 26, 2018 as well as authorized the solicitation of drafting team nominations through September 17, 2018.  The SAR proposed the retirement of a number of NERC Reliability Standards, including the Resource and Demand Balancing (BAL), INT, and Modeling, Data, and Analysis (MOD) Reliability Standards.  In a review of the draft SAR, the WEQ Standards Review Subcommittee (SRS) had identified these standards as areas for which additional coordination between NERC and NAESB may be needed should NERC move forward with the proposed retirements.  NAESB staff has communicated this information to NERC staff as well as NERC Standards Committee leadership and members.  In discussions between NAESB staff and NERC staff regarding coordination, the organizations have agreed to follow the coordination process used for past efforts, such as Time Error Correction and the MOD standards development efforts.  NAESB staff will continue to discuss these activities with NERC staff and monitor the efforts of the SER drafting team once appointed.
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