
R16003

North American Energy Standards Board
Request for Initiation of a NAESB Business Practice Standard, Model Business Practice or Electronic Transaction
or 

Enhancement of an Existing NAESB Business Practice Standard, Model Business Practice or Electronic Transaction
Instructions:


1.
Please fill out as much of the requested information as possible.  It is mandatory to provide a contact name, phone number and fax number to which questions can be directed.  If you have an electronic mailing address, please make that available as well.


2.
Attach any information you believe is related to the request.  The more complete your request is, the less time is required to review it.


3.
Once completed, send your request to:




Rae McQuade




NAESB, President



801 Travis, Suite 1675



Houston, TX  77002




Phone:  713‑356‑0060



Fax:      713‑356‑0067



by either mail, fax, or to NAESB’s email address, naesb@naesb.org.

Once received, the request will be routed to the appropriate subcommittees for review.

R16003

North American Energy Standards Board
Request for Initiation of a NAESB Business Practice Standard, Model Business Practice or Electronic Transaction

or 

Enhancement of an Existing NAESB Business Practice Standard, Model Business Practice or Electronic Transaction
   Date of Request:   March 28, 2016
1.  Submitting Entity & Address:

Skipping Stone

83 Pine Street, Suite 101

Peabody, MA  01960

Environmental Defense Fund

301 Congress Avenue, Suite 1300

Austin, TX 78701
2.  Contact Person, Phone #, Fax #, Electronic Mailing Address:





Name 
:     
Greg Lander
 



Title 
:     
President, Skipping Stone




Phone :  
(978) 717-6140




Fax 
:






E‑mail
:
glander@skippingstone.com
3. Title and Description of Proposed Standard or Enhancement:

Title: Special Efforts Scheduling Services for Natural Gas Pipeline Transportation
Description:

The proposed standard addresses certain business practices relating to Special Efforts scheduling for natural gas pipeline transportation that is: a) scheduled outside of the standard grid-wide nomination cycles, b) permits flow changes outside of standard schedule flow periods; and/or c) involves Shaped Flow Transactions (as defined in the proposed standard).

4.  Use of Proposed Standard or Enhancement (include how the standard will be used, documentation on the description of the proposed standard, any existing documentation of the proposed standard, and required communication protocols): 


The proposed standard has several components.  Among them, the components include new  definitions and provide for differentiation of the provision of transportation services which are generally outside of standardized grid-wide nomination cycles from the provision of those services within standardized grid-wide nominations services.  The components also entail more formalized communications regarding non-ratable quantities that:
· are voluntarily provided by a transportation service provider (TSP) on a “special efforts” basis following mutual agreement between the TSP and the service requester; and

· are voluntarily coordinated between a TSP and confirming parties (including between TSPs following mutual agreement of the TSPs).   

The proposal delineates business practices for transactions between shippers and interstate pipelines that schedule, on a “special efforts” basis, certain flexible transportation services, as delineated in the proposed standard.  It would apply to scheduling of the following transportation services:  

· Transportation services transactions which are non-uniform (i.e., non-ratable) within the standard nomination cycles, as offered by a transportation services provider.
· Transportation services transactions which encompass nominations, confirmations and scheduling activities conducted outside of the standard nominations cycles offered by a transportation services provider.
· Transportation services transactions which entail nominations, confirmations and scheduling for durations that are less than the whole period of time between the start of one standard nomination cycle and the end of another standard nomination cycle within the same gas day, as offered by a transportation service provider. 

Under the proposed standard, the Special Efforts Scheduling Process would encompass: 1) a service request for transportation service which is not otherwise provided for under the service agreement between the requesting party and the transportation service provider; 2) the transportation service provider conducting the confirmations and scheduling processes associated with such service request; and c) notification to the requesting party of the scheduled quantity resulting from the service request.
The proposed standard suggests modifications to some existing NAESB standards so as to differentiate the applicability of the proposed standards from existing standards.  The proposed standard also addresses certain capacity release practices to enable the capacity release process to support the Special Efforts Scheduling Process without otherwise modifying the existing capacity release process.

The elements of the proposed standard are set forth in Attachment 1.  
5.  Description of Any Tangible or Intangible Benefits to the Use of the Proposed Standard or Enhancement:
The proposed standard is designed to enhance market efficiency and gas/electric harmonization by providing additional operational flexibility to pipeline shippers, including gas-fired electric generators.  
6.  Estimate of Incremental Specific Costs to Implement Proposed Standard or Enhancement:

Because the proposed standard delineates business practices for transactions for which transportation services providers currently, and in the future would, enter into on a “special efforts” basis, any incremental costs associated with the implementation of the proposed standard are anticipated to be minimal.

7.  Description of Any Specific Legal or Other Considerations:

It is the view of the standards’ requesters that adoption of these practices will advance the objectives set forth in FERC Order 809 (Docket RM14-2-001) with respect to better coordination of activities between the natural gas and electric industries. 
8.  If This Proposed Standard or Enhancement Is Not Tested Yet, List Trading Partners Willing to Test Standard or Enhancement (Corporations and contacts):

9.  If This Proposed Standard or Enhancement Is In Use, Who are the Trading Partners:  N/A.
10.  Attachments (such as : further detailed proposals, transaction data descriptions, information flows, implementation guides, business process descriptions, examples of ASC ANSI X12 mapped transactions):


Attachment 1: Proposed standard for Special Efforts Scheduling Transactions
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