
R15006

North American Energy Standards Board
Request for Initiation of a NAESB Business Practice Standard, Model Business Practice or Electronic Transaction
or 

Enhancement of an Existing NAESB Business Practice Standard, Model Business Practice or Electronic Transaction
Instructions:


1.
Please fill out as much of the requested information as possible.  It is mandatory to provide a contact name, phone number and fax number to which questions can be directed.  If you have an electronic mailing address, please make that available as well.


2.
Attach any information you believe is related to the request.  The more complete your request is, the less time is required to review it.


3.
Once completed, send your request to:




Rae McQuade




NAESB, President



801 Travis, Suite 1675



Houston, TX  77002




Phone:  713‑356‑0060



Fax:      713‑356‑0067



by either mail, fax, or to NAESB’s email address, naesb@naesb.org.

Once received, the request will be routed to the appropriate subcommittees for review.

R15006

North American Energy Standards Board
Request for Initiation of a NAESB Business Practice Standard, Model Business Practice or Electronic Transaction

or 

Enhancement of an Existing NAESB Business Practice Standard, Model Business Practice or Electronic Transaction
   Date of Request:  7/10/15
1.  Submitting Entity & Address:




    
Pacific Gas and Electric Company




6121 Bollinger Canyon Rd 4th Floor MC BR1Z4A




San Ramon, CA 94583
2.  Contact Person, Phone #, Fax #, Electronic Mailing Address:





Name 
:     
Don Petersen 




Title 
:     
Supervisor, Gas Transportation







Phone :  
925-244-3542




Fax 
:
925-244-3544




E‑mail
:
dwp9@pge.com
3. Title and Description of Proposed Standard or Enhancement:

Title:


Rounding Standard for EPSQ Calculation

Description:


Today, the multiplication factors to calculate EPSQ quantities are fairly simple (1/3 for ID1 and ½ for ID2 for any Timely or Evening Scheduled Volume).  As different pipelines utilize different rounding rules, today the EPSQ volumes may differ by 1 or 2 MMBtus resulting in minor imbalances or after the fact clean-up.   The EPSQ factors for the new three Intraday cycles are more complex and subject to a pipeline’s specific rounding rules as applied to the number of decimals to determine 5/24ths, 9/24ths, and 13/24ths.  Some may round these factors to two decimal points, some may round to five decimal points and some may actually program with the specific factor out to an unspecified number of decimal points.  These differences result in mismatches between pipelines.  It would be more efficient if all pipes used the same convention   so that unnecessary imbalances can be avoided as well as the time it takes to identify and resolve them. 

See item 10 for a fuller description of the problem.

4.  Use of Proposed Standard or Enhancement (include how the standard will be used, documentation on the description of the proposed standard, any existing documentation of the proposed standard, and required communication protocols): 


Each pipeline would program their EBB utilizing the standardized EPSQ rounding convention.

5.  Description of Any Tangible or Intangible Benefits to the Use of the Proposed Standard or Enhancement:


Consistency among pipelines avoids the potential for disputes and the need to resolve unnecessary imbalances.

6.  Estimate of Incremental Specific Costs to Implement Proposed Standard or Enhancement:


Minimal.

7.  Description of Any Specific Legal or Other Considerations:

None.

8.  If This Proposed Standard or Enhancement Is Not Tested Yet, List Trading Partners Willing to Test Standard or Enhancement (Corporations and contacts):

NA.  Rounding is an accepted practice.
9.  If This Proposed Standard or Enhancement Is In Use, Who are the Trading Partners :


All pipelines and shippers utilizing the NAESB standards.
10.  Attachments (such as : further detailed proposals, transaction data descriptions, information flows, implementation guides, business process descriptions, examples of ASC ANSI X12 mapped transactions):


See below.

Today, it’s relatively easy to agree upon the EPSQ multiplication factor convention as the flow times for ID1 and ID2 are 8 hours and 12 hours respectively into the Gas Day.  In  ID1, the flow fraction is 1/3 (=8 hours of flow /24 hours in day) of the previously Scheduled Volume.  Or on ID2, for a previously scheduled Timely or Evening nomination, the flow fraction is ½ (= 12 hours of flow/24 hours in day).   

Under the revised nomination timelines approved by FERC in April 2015, the EPSQ for a previously scheduled nom in ID1 will be  based on 5 hours of elapsed flow (9 AM to 2 PM); ID2, 9 hours (9 AM to 6 PM); and ID3, 13 hours (9 AM to 10 PM).  These numbers (5, 9 and 13) are not easily divisible by 24.  If during ID1 a shipper wishes to reduce its previously scheduled volume to the greatest extent possible, the reduction could only go as low as 5/24 = .20833333.  Without an industry standard, pipelines may consider 5/24 to be equal to 0.20 or 0.208 or 0.20833 or 0.21.

As an example, if a shipper schedules 10,000 MMBtus during Timely or Evening but wanted to drop it as low as possible on ID1, how low is that?  If a pipeline uses a factor of 0.20, it’s 2,000 MMBtus; if it uses 0.208 or 0.20833, it’s 2,080 or 2,083 MMBtus; or if it uses 0.21, it’s 2,100 MMBtus.  

