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North American Energy Standards Board
Request for Initiation of a NAESB Business Practice Standard, Model Business Practice or Electronic Transaction
or 

Enhancement of an Existing NAESB Business Practice Standard, Model Business Practice or Electronic Transaction
Instructions:


1.
Please fill out as much of the requested information as possible.  It is mandatory to provide a contact name, phone number and fax number to which questions can be directed.  If you have an electronic mailing address, please make that available as well.


2.
Attach any information you believe is related to the request.  The more complete your request is, the less time is required to review it.


3.
Once completed, send your request to:




Rae McQuade




NAESB, President



1301 Fannin, Suite 2350



Houston, TX  77002




Phone:  713‑356‑0060



Fax:      713‑356‑0067



by either mail, fax, or to NAESB’s email address, naesb@naesb.org.

Once received, the request will be routed to the appropriate subcommittees for review.

Please note that submitters should provide the requests to the NAESB office in sufficient time so that the NAESB Triage Subcommittee may fully consider the request prior to taking action on it.  It is preferable that the request be submitted a minimum of 3 business days prior to the Triage Subcommittee meetings.  Those meeting schedules are posted on the NAESB web site at http://www.naesb.org/monthly_calendar.asp.

North American Energy Standards Board
Request for Initiation of a NAESB Business Practice Standard, Model Business Practice or Electronic Transaction

or 

Enhancement of an Existing NAESB Business Practice Standard, Model Business Practice or Electronic Transaction
   Date of Request:   September 22, 2009
1.
Submitting Entity & Address:





Puget Sound Energy




P.O. Box 97034  EST-06E




Bellevue, WA  98009-9734
2.
Contact Person, Phone #, Fax #, Electronic Mailing Address:





Name 
:     
Robert Harshbarger




Title 
:     
OASIS Trading Manager




Phone :  
425-462-3348




Fax 
:
425-462.3049




E‑mail
:
robert.harshbarger@pse.com
3. Title and Description of Proposed Standard or Enhancement:

Title:

Transmission Customer Reservation Merge
Description:

Transmission Customers may from time-to-time may have a portfolio of transmission service reservations from a single provider on a single path.  For ease of tracking and efficiency, the customers desire to combine or merge like reservations (i.e., firm, non-firm, etc) into a single reservation.  Under existing OASIS business practices and protocols, customers must use the Resale mechanisms to merge two or more like reservation under a single assignment reference number.  In other words, customers sell their reservations back to themselves. 
While use of the resale mechanism gives the customer a single reservation to manage, it is not desirable because: 1) the use of Resale to merge reservations presents a false picture of what is really happening, and 2) Transmission Providers must report all resales to FERC and establish transmission reassignments agreements  with the assignee.

This request is for a new OASIS mechanism (a combination of business practices and protocols) that allows for the merger of like reservations without the use of the resale mechanism and resulting the additional contracting and administrative requirements (for additional details refer to FERC Order 890).  

4.
Use of Proposed Standard or Enhancement (include how the standard will be used, documentation on the description of the proposed standard, any existing documentation of the proposed standard, and required communication protocols): 

The proposed standard or enhancement would be used by the transmission customer to merge like reservations in order to more efficiently manage a single assignment reference number in their day-to-day business.  It would also not allow resales, reassignments, or transfers to occur where the reseller and assignee are the same entity. 
5.
Description of Any Tangible or Intangible Benefits to the Use of the Proposed Standard or Enhancement:

· This would allow customers to merge like reservations into a single reservation allowing the customer to more effectively and efficiently manage their transmission profolios.

· This would constrain the use of resale, reassignment, and transfers to actual commercial transactions between two unique entities.

· This would reduce the Electronic Quarterly Reporting burden on both FERC staff and Transmission Providers by reducing the resale reporting to actual bilateral transactions.

6.
Estimate of Incremental Specific Costs to Implement Proposed Standard or Enhancement:

Development of business practice standards, creation of a new OASIS request type and other supporting protocols would involve a limited number of volunteer NAESB WEQ participants.  Actual costs for coding and deployment is limited to a handful of OASIS node providers and spread over many Transmission Providers.  This minor incremental cost is offset by the efficiency gains of the transmission customers’ ability to better manage their portfolio and the decreased EQR volume, reporting and contractual requirements.  The average end-user of electric energy would not notice a change in their monthly bill.
7.
Description of Any Specific Legal or Other Considerations:

This proposed merge mechanism would need FERC approval just as all OASIS related business practices and protocols do.
8.  If This Proposed Standard or Enhancement Is Not Tested Yet, List Trading Partners Willing to Test Standard or Enhancement (Corporations and contacts):

The Transmission Providers participating in the wesTTrans.net OASIS and their Transmission Customers would be glad to help out.
9.  If This Proposed Standard or Enhancement Is In Use, Who are the Trading Partners :

To the submitter’s knowledge, an OASIS reservation merge mechanism does not currently exist.
10.  Attachments (such as : further detailed proposals, transaction data descriptions, information flows, implementation guides, business process descriptions, examples of ASC ANSI X12 mapped transactions):

none
