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RECOMMENDATION TO NAESB WGQ EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Request No. R09011

Requester:  Midwest ISO


1.  RECOMMENDED ACTION:
EFFECT OF EC VOTE TO ACCEPT RECOMMENDED ACTION:

      Accept as requested


  X  Change to Existing Practice

  X  Accept as modified below


      Status Quo

      Decline

2.  TYPE OF MAINTENANCE

Per Request:




Per Recommendation:
      Initiation




  X  Initiation 

      Modification




  X  Modification

      Interpretation



  X  Interpretation

      Withdrawal




      Withdrawal

      Principle (x.1.z)



      Principle (x.1.z)

      Definition (x.2.z)



      Definition (x.2.z)

   X Business Practice Standard (x.3.z)

  X  Business Practice Standard (x.3.z)

      Document (x.4.z)



      Document (x.4.z)

      Data Element (x.4.z)


      Data Element (x.4.z)

      Code Value (x.4.z)



      Code Value (x.4.z)

      X12 Implementation Guide


      X12 Implementation Guide

      Business Process Documentation

       Business Process Documentation

3.  RECOMMENDATION

SUMMARY:


Modify the following NAESB WGQ Definitions:

0.2.1

0.2.2

0.2.3

Add NAESB WGQ Definition:


0.2.z1

Modify the following NAESB WGQ Standards:


0.3.11


0.3.12


0.3.13


0.3.14


0.3.15

STANDARDS LANGUAGE:
Proposed Revised NAESB WGQ Definition No. 0.2.1

Power Plant Gas Coordinator (PPGC) Operator (PPO) is the term used to describe the entity(ies) responsible for acquiring natural gas to meet a Power Plant Gas Coordinator Facility’s (PPGC Facility) operating requirements and for scheduling the delivery of said natural gas to the PPGC Facility with the appropriate Transportation Service Provider(s) (TSP).  that has responsibility for gas requirements for a natural gas-fired electric generating facility(ies) and is responsible for coordinating natural gas deliveries with the appropriate Transportation Service Provider(s) (TSP) to meet those requirements.  The PPGC PPO may performs some or all of the following a number of coordinated activities, including, but not limited to, power plant operations, unit dispatch, natural gas procurement, and/or gas transportation arrangements.  Because each PPGC PPO is structure differently, specific responsibilities within each PPGC PPO should be determined by the PPGC PPO and the point of contact for the PPGC PPO should be communicated to the TSP(s).  This definition applies to NAESB WEQ Business Practice Standard Nos. WEQ-011-0.2, WEQ-011-1.1, WEQ-011-1.2, WEQ-011-1.3, WEQ-011-1.4, WEQ-011-1.5, and WEQ-011-1.6; NAESB WEQ Interpretation No. INT-001; and NAESB WGQ Standard Nos. 0.2.2, 0.3.11, 0.3.12, 0.3.13, 0.3.14, and 0.3.15.

Proposed Revised NAESB WGQ Definition No. 0.2.2

A Power Plant Gas Coordinator Operator’s Facility is the term used to describe a the natural gas-fired electric generating unit(s) for which its natural gas supply and transportation requirements are coordinated by a Power Plant Gas Coordinator. under the direct control of the Power Plant Operator.  This definition applies to NAESB WEQ Business Practice Standard Nos. WEQ-011-1.2 and WEQ-011-1.3; NAESB WEQ Interpretation No. INT-001; and NAESB WGQ Standard Nos. 0.3.12 and 0.3.13.

Proposed Revised NAESB WGQ Definition No. 0.2.3

Balancing Authority (BA) is the term used by the Wholesale Electric Quadrant to describe the entity responsible entity that integrates for integrating electric resource plans ahead of time, maintains for maintaining electric load-interchange-generation balance within a Balancing Authority Area, its metered boundaries, and supports for supporting electric interconnection frequency in real time. In certain circumstances, a BA may be a Regional Transmission Organization or Independent System Operator.  This definition applies to NAESB WEQ Business Practice Standard Nos. WEQ-011-1.4, WEQ-011-1.5, and WEQ-011-1.6 and NAESB WGQ Standard Nos. 0.3.14 and 0.3.15.
Proposed NAESB WGQ Definition No. 0.2.z1

A Reliability Coordinator is the term used to describe the entity that is the highest level of authority who is responsible for the reliable operation of the bulk electric system, has the wide area view of the bulk electric system, and has the operating tools, processes and procedures, including the authority, to prevent or mitigate emergency operating situations in both next-day analysis and real-time operations.  This definition applies to NAESB WEQ Business Practice Standard Nos. WEQ-011-1.4, WEQ-011-1.5 and WEQ-011-1.6 and NAESB WGQ Standard Nos. 0.3.14 and 0.3.15.

Proposed Revised NAESB WGQ Standard No. 0.3.11
The Transportation Service Provider (TSP) / Power Plant Gas Coordinator (PPGC) Operator (PPO) communication standards set forth in NAESB WEQ Business Practice Standard Nos. WEQ-000-2, WEQ-011-0.1, WEQ-011-0.2, WEQ-011-0.3, WEQ-011-1.1, WEQ-011-1.2, WEQ-011-1.3, WEQ-011-1.4, WEQ-011-1.5, and WEQ-011-1.6 and NAESB WGQ Standard Nos. 0.2.1, 0.2.2, 0.2.3, 0.3.11, 0.3.12, 0.3.13, 0.3.14, and 0.3.15 do not convey any rights or services beyond or in addition to those contained in the TSP’s tariff and/or general terms and conditions and/or do not impose any obligations that would otherwise be inconsistent with the requirements of applicable regulatory authorities.  , including affiliate code of conduct requirements. These communication standards should be used in addition to the NAESB WGQ standard nomination timeline and scheduling processes for the TSP’s contract / tariff services. In the event of a conflict between any of these communication standards and the TSP’s tariff or general terms and conditions, the latter will prevail.
Proposed Revised NAESB WGQ Standard No. 0.3.12
The Power Plant Gas Coordinator (PPGC) Operator (PPO) and the Transportation Service Provider(s) (TSP) that is directly connected to the PPGC’s PPO’s Facility(ies) should establish procedures to communicate material changes in circumstances that may impact hourly flow rates. The PPGC PPO should provide projected hourly flow rates as established in the TSP’s and PPGC’s PPO’s communication procedures.
Proposed Revised NAESB WGQ Standard No. 0.3.13

Subject to the conditions of NAESB WEQ Business Practice Standard No. WEQ-011-1.1 and NAESB WGQ Standard No. 0.3.11, this standard applies to a Power Plant Gas Coordinator (PPGC) Operator (PPO) and the Transportation Service Provider (TSP) to whose system the PPGC Facility(ies) PPO facility(ies) is directly connected or with whom the PPGC PPO is a Service Requester.

A PPGC PPO should not operate without an approved scheduled quantity pursuant to the NAESB WGQ standard nomination timeline and scheduling processes or as permitted by the TSP’s tariff and/or general terms and conditions, and/or contract provisions. However, if the PPGC PPO reasonably determines that it has circumstances requiring the need to request gas scheduling changes outside of the above-referenced nomination and scheduling processes and the affected TSP(s) supports the processing of such changes, the PPGC PPO should provide its requested daily and hourly flow rates to the TSP(s) (1) as established in the TSP’s and PPGC’s PPO’s communication procedures pursuant to NAESB WEQ Business Practice Standard No. WEQ-011-1.2 and NAESB WGQ Standard No. 0.3.12 and/or (2) as specified in the TSP’s(s’) tariff or general terms and conditions.

Based upon whether or not the PPGC’s PPO’s request can be accommodated in accordance with the appropriate application of the affected TSP’s(s’) tariff requirements, contract provisions, business practices, or other similar provisions, and without adversely impacting other scheduled services, anticipated flows, no-notice services, firm contract requirements and/or general system operations, the PPGC PPO and all of the affected TSPs should work together to resolve the PPGC’s PPO’s request.

Where the affected TSP determines that it is feasible to provide the PPGC PPO with changes in flow rates without additional communications, no additional communications are required. These procedures will govern such communications unless the applicable parties mutually agree to create alternative communication procedures.
Proposed Revised NAESB WGQ Standard No. 0.3.14
A Transportation Service Provider should provide Balancing Authorities (BA) and/or Reliability Coordinators (RC) Regional Transmission Organizations (RTO), Independent System Operators (ISO), any other appropriate independent transmission operators (ITO), and Power Gas Coordinators (PPGC) Plant Operators (PPO) with notification of operational flow orders and other critical notices through the PPGC’s RTO / ISO / ITO / PPO’s choice of Electronic Notice Delivery mechanism(s) as set forth in NAESB WGQ Standard Nos. 5.2.1, 5.2.2, and 5.3.35 – 5.3.38.
Proposed Revised NAESB WGQ Standard 0.3.15

Regional Transmission Organizations, Independent System Operators, other independent transmission operators, independent Balancing Authorities and/or Regional Reliability Coordinators should establish written operational communication procedures with the appropriate gas Transportation Service Provider(s) and/or Power Plant Gas Coordinator(s).  Operator(s). These procedures should be implemented when an extreme condition could occur, as defined in such procedures.

These procedures will govern unless the applicable parties in the gas and electric industry mutually agree to create alternative written communication procedures that are more appropriate and meet the parties’ collective regional operational needs.

Training on and testing of such communication procedures should occur periodically.
TECHNICAL CHANGE LOG (all instructions to accomplish the recommendation)

No technical changes are needed.
4.  SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION
a.  
Description of Request:

The WEQ and WGQ met on January 30, 2009, to discuss standards request R08020.  In that meeting the potential of changing the term Power Plant Operator to Generator Operator was suggested, so that the term would be consistent with NERC terms.  During the course of the discussion it was clear that the definition of NAESB Power Plant Operator was not synonymous with the NERC Generator Operator and that the term Power Plant Operator may be broader in scope than its definition.  It was suggested in that meeting that the term Power Plant Operator be changed to more closely match its definition.  The alternative discussed in the meeting was to change Power Plant Operator to Power Plant Gas Coordinator.

Changing the term Power Plant Operator to Power Plant Gas Coordinator will provide enough distinction between NAESB and NERC terms to avoid confusion between a NAESB Power Plant Operator and the NERC Generator Operator terms.  Some people in the conference call thought one term was a subset of the other term and vice versa.  In the meeting it was explained by those who worked on the original standard that NAESB Power Plant Operator may or may not be a NERC Generator Operator.

b.  
Description of Recommendation:

Business Practices Subcommittee
See the Joint WGQ and WEQ Business Practices Subcommittee (BPS) meeting minutes for 09/14/2009, 09/28/2009, 12/15/2009, and 12/18/2009.
c.  Business Purpose:

d.  Commentary/Rationale of Subcommittee(s)/Task Force(s):
3
1
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