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TO:	NAESB Parliamentary Committee Members:  Bill Boswell, Jim Buccigross, Cade Burks, James Cargas, Valerie Crockett, Michael Desselle, Bruce Ellsworth, Joe Hartsoe, Richard Kruse, Greg Lander, Debbie McKeever, Rae McQuade, Randy Parker, Timothy Simon
FROM: 	Jonathan Booe, NAESB Executive Vice President & CAO
RE:	Parliamentary Committee Meeting Minutes – February 16, 2017

NAESB Parliamentary Committee Conference Call
Thursday, February 16, 2017 – 1:00 PM – 3:00 PM Central
1. Administration and Welcome
Mr. Burks welcomed the participants and called the meeting to order.  Mr. Booe provided the antitrust guidance, called the roll of committee members, and established quorum.  Mr. Burks reviewed the agenda with the committee.  Mr. Desselle moved, seconded by Mr. Lander, to adopt the agenda as drafted.  The motion passed without opposition.
Next, Mr. Burks reviewed the September 30, 2016 draft meeting minutes with the participants and asked if anyone would like to offer any modifications.  None were offered.  Mr. Lander moved, seconded by Mr. Desselle, to adopt the draft minutes as final.  The motion passed without opposition.  The final meeting minutes can be found through the following hyperlink: https://www.naesb.org/pdf4/parliamentary093016fm.docx. 
2. Discussion on the Request of the Board of Director’s from the December 8, 2016 Meeting Concerning the NAESB Antitrust and Other Meeting Policies 
Mr. Boswell summarized the discussion during the December 8, 2016 meeting concerning the NAESB Antitrust and Other Meeting Policies, and noted that the board requested that the Parliamentary Committee review the existing policy to determine if any modifications should be considered.  He stated that policy was adopted by the Board of Directors when the predecessor organization was formed as the Gas Industry Standards Board.  It was created at the request of Roger Cooper representing the American Gas Association and has been reviewed by the U.S. Department of Justice.  It has also served as the basis for antitrust policies developed by other organizations.  Mr. Lander noted that the policy was modified several years ago to also address concerns about the legalities of recording phone conversations.  Mr. Boswell stated that the origin of the request from the board was the result of a WGQ Business Practice Subcommittee meeting, during which an antitrust concern was raised by a participant and the conversation was ended and redirected.  Mr. Lander stated that he was the participant that raised the concern in response to comments made by another participant.  Mr. Novak stated that he was the participant that made the comments in question and that the concern was raised due to a misinterpretation of his remarks.  He stated that if he had an opportunity to explain his comments, the confusion could have been resolved, but he was not given an opportunity to clarify his intent.  Mr. Boswell stated that he was not present for the discussion, but understood that the attorney of record acted appropriately by ending the discussion and redirecting the conversation when the concern was raised.  If the participant that raised the concern and the participant that made the statement had an opportunity to discuss the potential misunderstanding outside of the meeting, the issue may have been resolved.  Mr. Novak stated that he is concerned that inappropriately raising antitrust issues may be used under the current policy as a method to end discussions on topics that are controversial in nature.  Ms. McQuade stated that she is unaware of any occurrences of the scenario described by Mr. Novak in the organization’s twenty-year existence.  Mr. Simon stated that the repercussions from antitrust violations carry grave consequences and that companies participating in NAESB would not intentionally subject their companies, or NAESB as an organization, to the liability that could result from participation in such activities.  Mr. Hartsoe supported Mr. Simon’s statements and noted that it appears that the situation described by Mr. Boswell was handled appropriately.  Additionally, Mr. Simon noted that allowing participants to correct statements or apologize for misinterpretations after an antitrust concern has been raised could be later viewed as an omission of guilt, and therefore, it is most prudent to redirect the conversation as clearly stated in the policy.  After further discussion, Mr. Boswell stated that it is his recommendation as general counsel of NAESB to not recommend any modifications to the existing antitrust policy.  No objections were raised by the participants.     
3. Discuss Next Steps Regarding the Majority Voting Issue as Directed by the Board of Directors
Mr. Booe stated that during the December 8, 2016 Board of Directors meeting, the board reviewed the proposed NAESB Operating Practice developed by the Parliamentary Committee concerning the process by which requests made by federal and state agencies or the NAESB Advisory Council are addressed by the organization, and directed the committee to present it at a future meeting with any changes to be made to address the majority voting issues previously discussed.  This direction was provided so that all changes could be considered in the same context.  He noted that the committee had previously identified instances in the governing documents where majority voting is required and that modifications need to be made to those documents to ensure consistency.  He further noted that there are other corrections that should be made in the governing documents for consistency purposes, and that the committee may want to consider taking the opportunity to update the documents to memorialize the many resolutions and other practices that have been adopted by NAESB over the years.  Mr. Kruse stated that the initial focus should be to address the inconsistencies concerning weighted voting.  Mr. Boswell recommended that he work with Mr. Booe and the NAESB staff to develop a plan to address all of these items and present it at the next meeting.  The participants supported his recommendation.   
4. Next Steps
Mr. Burks stated that another meeting will be scheduled to review a work plan for addressing the issues identified by Mr. Booe and Mr. Kruse.  He also noted that the Parliamentary Committee will report to the Board of Directors that it has considered modifications to the NAESB Antirust and Other Meeting Policies and has recommended that no changes be made.  
5. Adjournment
Mr. Desselle moved to adjourn at 2:11 PM Central.  The motion passed without opposition.
6. Attendance by Committee Members
	Parliamentary Committee Members

	Name 
	Organization
	Attendance

	Bill Boswell*
	NAESB General Counsel
	Present

	Jim Buccigross 
	8760 Inc.
	Present

	J. Cade Burks 
	Big Data Energy Services
	Present

	James P. Cargas 
	City of Houston
	Present

	Valerie Crockett 
	Tennessee Valley Authority
	Present

	Michael Desselle 
	Southwest Power Pool
	Present

	Bruce Ellsworth 
	New York State Reliability Council
	Present

	Joseph R. Hartsoe 
	American Electric Power Service Corp.
	Present

	Richard Kruse 
	Spectra Energy Corp
	Present

	Greg Lander 
	Skipping Stone, LLC
	Present

	Debbie McKeever 
	Oncor Electric Delivery Company LLC
	Present

	Rae McQuade*
	NAESB
	Present

	Randy E. Parker 
	ExxonMobil Gas and Power Marketing Company
	Present

	Timothy Simon
	TAS Strategies
	Present

	*  Mr. Boswell and Ms. McQuade are non-voting members of the Parliamentary Committee


7.	Other Attendance
	Name 
	Organization

	Jonathan Booe 
	NAESB

	Pete Connor
	American Gas Association

	Dennis Gee
	PG&E

	Rachel Hogge
	Dominion 

	Marcy McCain
	Spectra Energy

	Steve McCord
	TransCanada

	Millie Moran
	TransCanada

	Ed Skiba
	MISO

	Kevin Spontak
	MISO

	Caroline Trum
	NAESB

	Kim Van Pelt
	Boardwalk Pipeline
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