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[bookmark: _DV_M0]NAESB INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY RIGHTS POLICY CONCERNING 
[bookmark: _DV_M1]CONTRIBUTIONS AND COMMENTS


[bookmark: _DV_M2][bookmark: _DV_C2][bookmark: _DV_M3](1)	As a standards development organization, the North American Energy Standards Board (“NAESB”) receives and accepts Contributions from many Participants in the course of developing voluntary Standards and Model Business Practices.

[bookmark: _DV_M4][bookmark: _DV_C4][bookmark: _DV_M5][bookmark: _DV_C6][bookmark: _DV_M6](2)	Any Contribution submitted to NAESB specifically identified by the Participant at the time of Contribution as being subject to any intellectual property right restriction will be addressed on a case by case basis by the NAESB executive management.

[bookmark: _DV_M7][bookmark: _DV_C9][bookmark: _DV_M8][bookmark: _DV_M9][bookmark: _DV_C12][bookmark: _DV_M10][bookmark: _DV_C13][bookmark: _DV_M11][bookmark: _DV_C14][bookmark: _DV_C15](3)	Except as may be specifically and individually excluded by (2) above or in the case of existing or pending patents, each Participant in the development of a NAESB Standard or Model Business Practice shall be required to assign to NAESB any intellectual property interest that the Participant or the Participant’s employer has in any Contribution.

[bookmark: _DV_C16][bookmark: _DV_M12][bookmark: _DV_C19][bookmark: _DV_M13][bookmark: _DV_C21][bookmark: _DV_M14][bookmark: _DV_C22][bookmark: _DV_M15][bookmark: _DV_C23][bookmark: _DV_M16](4)	Any Participant who makes a Contribution to a NAESB Standard or Model Business Practice warrants that he or she has the authority to accept the obligations contained in this Intellectual Property Rights Policy and, to the extent the Participant’s participation is within the scope of the Participant’s employment, to bind his or her employer to the same.

[bookmark: _DV_M17]Definitions

[bookmark: _DV_M18]Participant means any person, regardless of membership status, that submits a Contribution to NAESB through any channel or participates in the course of developing a NAESB Standard or Business Model Practice.

[bookmark: _DV_M19][bookmark: _DV_C25][bookmark: _DV_M20]Standard or Model Business Practice means any written document published by NAESB that memorializes a NAESB Standard.

[bookmark: _DV_M21][bookmark: _DV_C26][bookmark: _DV_M22][bookmark: _DV_M23]Contribution means any idea, procedure, process, system, method of operation, concept, principle, or discovery conveyed during the standards development process, as well as the tangible form of expression of any of the foregoing and any other tangible forms of expression created during the development of NAESB Standards or Model Business Practices.
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