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North American Energy Standards Board

801 Travis, Suite 1675, Houston, Texas 77002

Phone:  (713) 356-0060, Fax:  (713) 356-0067, E-mail: naesb@naesb.org


Home Page: www.naesb.org

January 12, 2016
TO:
NAESB Board of Directors, Gas-Electric Harmonization (GEH) Forum and Interested Parties  
FROM:

Sue Tierney and Terry Thorn, NAESB GEH Forum Co-chairs
RE:
NAESB Open Request for Presentations to Support the GEH Forum Efforts – Due February 1, 2016
Dear Board Members, Forum Participants and Interested Parties,
In response to the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (Commission) Order No. 809 on Coordination of the Scheduling Processes of Interstate Natural Gas Pipelines and Public Utilities issued on April 16, 2015 (Docket No. RM14-2-000)
 and the subsequent FERC Order on Rehearing issued on September 17, 2015 (Docket No. RM14-2-001)
, the NAESB Gas-Electric Harmonization Forum (Forum) is seeking presentations to initiate discussions in support of the development of a report to respond to 2016 WEQ Annual Plan Item 7.a and 2016 WGQ Annual Plan Item 3.a.  All presentations submitted to NAESB will be considered by the NAESB Gas-Electric Harmonization Forum participants through a series of meetings
 beginning the week of February 15th, 2016.  Any interested party may submit a presentation for consideration and fully participate in the Forum meetings regardless of membership status within NAESB. 

In an effort to organize the first meeting, we request that all interested parties that intend to submit a presentation for consideration by the Forum notice the NAESB office via email (naesb@naesb.org) by close of business February 1, 2016.  All presentations should respond directly to the request of the Commission in paragraph 107 of FERC Order No. 809.

¶107 “While NAESB’s modified standards represent an improvement over the currently effective standards, we continue to recognize that additional intraday nomination opportunities could promote more efficient use of existing pipeline infrastructure and provide additional operational flexibility to all pipeline shippers, including gas-fired generators. The modified NAESB standards reflect reduced intraday processing times from the current NAESB standards (i.e., three hours instead of the current four hours), and existing operational limitations, including the manual processes utilized by pipelines for processing nominations, may affect the ability of the gas industry to add additional standard nomination cycles applicable to all shippers. However, the use of computerized scheduling would appear to provide an opportunity for faster and more frequent scheduling of intraday nominations for those shippers and their confirming parties willing to commit to scheduling electronically. We request that gas and electric industries, through NAESB, explore the potential for faster, computerized scheduling when shippers and confirming parties all submit electronic nominations and confirmations, including a streamlined confirmation process if necessary. Providing such an option would enable those entities that need greater scheduling flexibility to have their requests processed expeditiously.”
 Presentations should focus on providing the following information:
1. Education on the current practices and processes in both the natural gas and electric industries regarding gas-electric coordination  and computerized scheduling
2. Identification of issues related to computerized scheduling
3. Potential solutions to the issues identified
All presentations and supportive documentation must be submitted to the NAESB office by the close of business on February 8, 2016 and will be posted on the NAESB website.  Time allotted for presentations will be limited based upon the number of presentations submitted.  After all presentations are submitted, the total number will be reviewed and a maximum time limit for each presentation will be established to allow all parties equal time.  Participants should be familiar with the NAESB standards concerning scheduling, which can be found on the NAESB website (WEQ: https://naesb.org//weq/weq_standards.asp; WGQ: https://naesb.org//WGQ/Imp.asp).  In addition to presentations, any party may submit written comments on presentations that they would like to be included in the record of the meetings. 
If you know of any colleagues that may have interest in submitting a presentation or comments, or would like to attend the Forum meetings or be included in distributions, please feel free to forward this invitation. To be added to the distribution list or receive assistance concerning the presentations, please do not hesitate to contact the NAESB office.
� FERC Final Order No. 809, Coordination of the Scheduling Process of Interstate Natural Gas Pipelines and Public Utilities, can be found through the following hyperlink:   � HYPERLINK "https://www.naesb.org/pdf4/ferc041615_order809_geh_final_rule.pdf" �https://www.naesb.org/pdf4/ferc041615_order809_geh_final_rule.pdf�. 


� FERC Order on Rehearing can be found through the following hyperlink: � HYPERLINK "https://www.naesb.org/pdf4/ferc091715_order809_order_on_rehearing.docx" �https://www.naesb.org/pdf4/ferc091715_order809_order_on_rehearing.docx�. 


� A conference bridge and web-cast will be offered for all participants that cannot attend in person. 





