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North American Energy Standards Board

1415 Louisiana Street, Suite 3460, Houston, Texas 77002

Phone: (713) 356-0060, Fax: (713) 356-0067, E-mail: naesb@naesb.org


Home Page: www.naesb.org

TO:
NAESB Energy Services Provider Interface (ESPI) Task Force Participants and Interested Industry Participants
FROM:
Regina Jang, Staff Attorney
RE:
NAESB ESPI Task Force Conference Call Notes – January 29, 2026
Dear NAESB ESPI Task Force Participants,

A meeting was held on Thursday, January 29, 2026 to discuss and vote on a recommendation for Standards Request R25005 – Request to modify the REQ.21 ESPI Model Business Practices to remove SFTP as a transport capability.  Ms. Jang served as counsel for the meeting.  The notes below serve as the record for the meeting.
	January 29, 2026 NAESB ESPI Task Force Conference Call 

	Administrative
	Mr. Coffin welcomed the participants and opened the call.  Ms. Jang delivered the Antitrust and Other Meeting Policies reminder.  Mr. Coffin reviewed the agenda posted for the meeting. Mr. Connor moved to adopt the draft agenda as final.  Mr. Miller seconded the motion and the motion passed without opposition.
The participants reviewed the draft meeting minutes from the October 27, 2023 conference call.  No edits were made.  Mr. Roberts moved to adopt the draft meeting minutes as final. Mr. Miller seconded the motion. The motion passed without opposition.
The October 27, 2023 RMQ ESPI Task Force final minutes are available at: https://naesb.org/pdf4/espi_102723mn.doc 

	Participants
	Jonathan Booe, NAESB
Donald Coffin, Green Button Alliance
Pete Connor, American Gas Association
Dee Hastey, Big Data Energy
	Regina Jang, NAESB
Darrell Miller, ESG
Jeremy Roberts, Green Button Alliance


	Review and vote on Standards Request R25005
	Mr. Coffin reviewed the Attachment to Request R25005, which showed the proposed changes within REQ.21 to support removal of SFTP as a transport capability from the ESPI standard. He explained that REQ.21.4.2.1.3.1 ScopeFBTerms lists common function blocks (FBs) that describe the specific types of data access and transport capabilities that could be provided by a utility. He stated the function block describing third party data transfer via SFTP should be deprecated, consistent with Request R25005’s proposal. 
Mr. Miller noted that SFTP is a commonly used methodology for transactions between utilities, retailers, and retail service providers, and asked the reason for its removal.
Mr. Coffin answered that although the ESPI standard allows for two methods for bulk transfer, REST and SFTP, there have been no SFTP implementations since the standards were published. He noted that REST is the prevailing Application Programming Interface (API) method used by most utility websites. He added that while the ESPI standard is intended to support automatic and timely data access by third parties, SFTP is operationally inefficient, often causing data delivery delays. He added that SFTP does not readily comply with cybersecurity requirements.
Mr. Miller noted that utilities do not use API for bulk data exchanges with retailers and retail service providers, such as enrollment drops, usage history, and invoicing, but instead rely on EDI and SFTP file transfers for these transactions. He noted the distinction of the data use cases for Green Button and retail market data exchanges and that eliminating SFTP from the ESPI standard could affect utilities and marketplace operations.
Mr. Connor asked for clarification on what an API is. Mr. Miller explained that an API allows for a direct, real-time query to another system’s database, returning data immediately. 

Mr. Coffin asked what types of data in the retail market could be considered to be distinct from Green Button data.

Mr. Miller explained that retail market data exchanges typically include customer attribute changes and historical data usage, which are managed through EDI files. He added that Green Button access requires end-user authorization and is generally used by third party vendors, so it does not support the full range of retail market transactions.
Mr. Coffin clarified that removing SFTP from the ESPI standard would not affect the use of SFTP for retail market transactions, EDI based processed, or other operational activities, and that it would only apply to Green Button implementations. He stated that the only effect on utilities would be that they would no longer be able to use SFTP to receive daily interval data blocks of the most recent 24 hours.

Mr. Miller asked who would be requesting daily interval data. Mr. Coffin answered that third parties authorized by end users request interval usage data, usage summary data, and billing statements on a daily basis, none of which uses SFTP. He emphasized that removing SFTP as a transport capability would have no impact on retail market operational activities, and utilities would not be required discontinue SFTP for other uses. 
Mr. Roberts added that even though utilities have relied on REST interfaces for Green Button data delivery, third party vendors are still required to support it in case a utility chooses to implement it because it remains included in the ESPI standard. He stated removing SFTP would reduce unnecessary implementation burdens for third parties and encourage broader participation.
Mr. Miller thanked Mr. Coffin and Mr. Roberts for clarifying that the proposed Request R25005 does not impact the retail market functions that he described. 

Mr. Coffin stated that the example demonstrating the SFTP URI implementation and chunking should be removed from the ESPI standard. He asked whether any participants had questions. None were offered.
Ms. Jang noted a numbering issue in the document that will be corrected.
Ms. Hastey moved that the ESPI Task Force approve the recommendation and attachment for Standards Request R25005. Mr. Miller seconded the motion. The recommendation was approved without opposition. Mr. Connor abstained. 

	Other Business
	Ms. Jang stated that the formal comment period on the recommendation for R25005 will begin on January 29, 2026 and conclude on February 27, 2026. The RMQ Executive Committee will review the recommendation and any formal comments received during its March 5, 2026 meeting.
Mr. Coffin noted that a Request for Minor Corrections proposing revisions to support consistency in the representation of deprecated elements within the NAESB REQ.21 ESPI Model Business Practices is scheduled to be reviewed and voted on at the upcoming RMQ Executive Committee meeting. 

	Adjournment
	The meeting was adjourned on a motion from Mr. Connor at 1:43 PM Central.  The motion passed without opposition.

	Meeting Materials
	Revised Agenda: https://naesb.org/pdf4/espi_012926a.doc 
Standards Request R25005: https://naesb.org/pdf4/R25005.doc 
Attachment to Request R25005:https://naesb.org/member_login_check.asp?doc=espi_012926w1.docx 
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