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Draft Recommendation for EIR Enhancement Request ER13001


1.  Title and description of request:

ER13001 –Incorporation of a new object for the EIR that allows the registration and approval of Pseudo-Ties including the Source and Sink Balancing Authorities and affected Transmission Service Providers in order to support NERC Standard INT-004-3 Requirement 3. 
2.  Recommended action:
The JESS recommends creation of a new object called Pseudo-Tie.  The new object should have e-Tag physical path data including Source/Sink Balancing Authority, the intermediate Balancing Authorities and Transmission Service Providers, associated Reliability Coordinators, and the appropriate POR/POD and Source/Sink points.  
All cited entities in the Pseudo-Tie object must approve the object.  Approved Pseudo-Tie objects will be included in the XML publication file and will be assigned a unique object ID that cannot be duplicated.
3.  Rationale of subcommittee for recommending action:

The Pseudo-Tie object is needed in the EIR for compliance with the new NERC Standard INT-004-3: 

R3. Each Balancing Authority shall only implement or operate a Pseudo-Tie that is included in the NAESB Electric Industry Registry publication in order to support congestion management procedures..
4.  Description of enhancement implementation:
A Balancing Authority or Purchase Selling Entity may initiate a registration request for the entry of a Pseudo-Tie. The Purchase Selling Entity need not be listed in the Pseudo-Tie object; this accommodates arrangements where a PSE may utilize the service of a third party.
Details for processing the registration requests (initiation, approval, modification, and termination) are outlined in EIR Enhancement Request ER13001 White Paper: https://www.naesb.org/pdf4/weq_jess080514a5.docx
5.  Enhancement beneficiaries:
Reliability Coordinators, Balancing Authorities, and Transmission Service Providers that partake in Pseudo-Tie Interchange Transactions.

6.  Perceived benefits of enhancement, if implemented: 
Registration of Pseudo-Ties will improve awareness among Reliability Coordinators, Balancing Authorities, and Transmission Service Providers, allow Balancing Authorities to comply with the NERC Standard INT-004-3 - Dynamic Transfers, R3, and support congestion management.  Also the published Pseudo-Tie object information could be a basis for a more efficient e-Tag creation for Pseudo-Ties.

7.  Description of actual issue(s) enhancement will resolve, if implemented, and a characterization of the severity of issue(s), including consequences if not resolved:

Currently, Balancing Authorities and Reliability Coordinators are not included in the approval and management of the Pseudo-Tie outside of the EIR. This lack of visibility limits acknowledgement and approval of the Pseudo-Ties. Using the EIR to register Pseudo-Ties will allow Balancing Authorities approval rights and better management for reliability purposes. Further, the consequence of not resolving this issue is non-compliance with NERC Standard INT-004-3 - Dynamic Transfers, R3.

8.  Description of alternative method(s) to resolve issue(s), including rational for not choosing option:
The subcommittee evaluated alternative methods where the EIR was the most applicable resolution. The expected impacts to the EIR and the varied difficulties in implementing additional logic were evaluated by the subcommittee, and the subcommittee concluded that the value provided by the attached implementation guide was the best solution. 
9.  Timing deadlines associated with implementation and rationale:
Per NERC’s petition to the Commission, NERC INT-004-3 Requirement 3 will become effective on the first calendar day two calendar quarters after the NAESB EIR is able to accept Pseudo-Tie registrations. All existing and future pseudo-ties are to be registered in the NAESB EIR. The Commission adopted NERC’s implementation of the standard as proposed.
10.  Attachments included in request:
See section 4
11.  Identification of testing issues and volunteers for testing:
Industry volunteers will create, approve, deny, modify, and terminate Pseudo-Tie objects in a test environment with the EIR administrator prior to implementation in a production environment.  Variances will be documented, corrected, and retested prior to implementation in a production environment.

While traditional interoperability testing (e.g., e-Tag related interoperability testing, etc.) will not be needed, schema and supporting documentation will be available 30 days prior to implementation in a production environment.  In addition, test publications will also be available 30 days prior to implementation in a production environment.

Potential volunteers for testing:

Cheryl Mendrala – ISO-NE

Bob Harshbarger – Puget Sound Energy

Joshua Phillips – Southwest Power Pool

Marie Pompel – BPA 
12. Other information:
None
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