NORTH AMERICAN ENERGY STANDARDS BOARD
PROPOSED BOARD OF DIRECTORS RESOLUTION CONCERNING RECOMMENDATION 18 OF THE NATIONAL PETROLEUM COUNCIL CHARTING THE COURSE STUDY 
WHEREAS, the National Petroleum Council (NPC) published its Charting the Course: Reducing GHG Emissions from the U.S. Natural Gas Supply Chain Study, which cited the NAESB Certified Gas Addendum to the Base Contract for Sale and Purchase of Natural Gas for allowing for increased transactability in the certified gas market,  and recommended (18) that standards-setting bodies develop mechanisms to enable utilities, gas marketers, and consumers of natural gas to differentiate lower GHG intensity natural gas, specifically providing recognized standards, frameworks, and metrics for buyers and sellers to incorporate into gas transaction contracts; 
WHEREAS, the Charting the Course and the Harnessing Hydrogen Studies were presented by representatives of the NPC to the NAESB Board of Directors during its September 2024 Strategic Session and further evaluation of potential action was directed to the Board Strategy Committee following the meeting;
WHEREAS, consistent with the past practice of the organization to respond to relevant recommendations of the NPC, the Executive Director of the NPC and representatives from the Department of Energy were notified that NAESB was evaluating potential standards development or other activities in response to the two NPC Studies, with a particular focus on Recommendation 18 of the Charting the Course Study;
WHEREAS, the Board Strategy Committee met eight times beginning in 2024 to discuss possible courses of action in response to the Charting the Course Study and received written comments from Board members in response to a request from Chairman, Michael Desselle, at the beginning of 2026;
WHEREAS, the comments varied by quadrant and segment, and although two specific activities were recommended, based on all comments, it was apparent that there was not sufficient executive level support of Board members to undertake the standards development activities recommended by the NPC at this time;
WHEREAS, the comments of the Advisory Council members present at the February 7, 2026 meeting varied, but the Council eventually voted not to endorse any specific action or inaction for consideration by the Board of Directors response to the recommendation in the NPC Charting the Course Study;
WHEREAS, the Board Strategy Committee reviewed all of the discussion and feedback provided and made a recommendation to the Board of Directors concerning the recommendation in the NPC Charting the Course Study;
[bookmark: _Hlk224040579]BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Directors of NAESB hereby adopts the following course of action. 
1. The executive level support of Board members necessary to initiate standards development is insufficient at this time.  NAESB will move forward when such support is demonstrated to the Board of Directors or an industry standards request is submitted consistent with the NAESB process.
2. A communication will be sent to the Executive Director of the NPC and representatives from the Department of Energy that NAESB has determined not to take action in response to the recommendation at this time, and references to the record created by the Board Strategy Committee, the Advisory Council, and the comments submitted in response to the NAESB Board Chairman’s solicitation will be provided. 
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