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To: 

NAESB WEQ / WGQ Executive Committees
From: 
PJM Interconnection, LLC



Subject:
2007 WEQ Annual Plan Item 5 and 2007 WGQ Annual Plan Item 8 (Docket No RM01-5-000)
Date: 
February 27, 2008
Introduction

PJM participated in the North American Energy Standards Board (“NAESB”) process in which NAESB proposes e-tariff standards, definitions and an implementation guide (collectively, the proposed “Standard”) and generally supports the Standard proposal with some reservations and with some requests for clarification of some issues from the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (“FERC” or “Commission”).


PJM also supports the FERC eTariff proposal to make tariff filings in an electronic format rather than the cumbersome, manual paper copy filings.  However, PJM has several concerns that could not be addressed by NAESB within the narrow scope of the charge that the FERC provided to the NAESB process.

Issues


PJM sets forth the following issues of concern:

· PJM requests that the Commission provide some guidance regarding the issue of joint and shared tariff filings (i.e., rights under Section 205 of the Federal Power Act to modify sections of an RTO/ISO tariff);

· PJM requests clarification by the Commission as to how much discretion utilities will be allowed in the granularity of the filed tariffs; and

· PJM requests clarification by the Commission as to whether the Commission will modify Order 614 which sets forth tariff sheet designations regarding headers and footers on each tariff page.

Joint and Shared Tariff Filings


During the NAESB process, there were multiple discussions on how multiple users of eTariff could file changes to a given jurisdictional document, or whether a single utility would be identified as the owner of the jurisdictional document, thereby requiring other filers to go to that particular utility or RTO/ISO to have a tariff filing made.

PJM suggests that the manner in which the Commission addresses this issue will affect its Transmission Owners and others who may need to make filings in the various sections, rate schedules and other agreements.  While PJM has always worked with its Transmission Owners and others in the past by providing the particular tariff sections and sheets, the additional potential burden of making these additional tariff filings may cause some additional administrative burdens.  PJM deems it necessary to maintain control of its Tariff and tariff-related documents.

Granularity of Filed Tariffs


PJM’s Open Access Transmission Tariff is voluminous, comprising multiple sections and cross references to PJM’s other jurisdictional documents (e.g., the Operating Agreement, the Transmission Owners Agreement, etc.)  PJM requests the Commission to allow flexibility in how its tariff documents will be filed in eTariff.

PJM is in agreement with the proposed NAESB Standard of the breakdown of sections to the “1.1” level described in the Implementation guide.  However, should the final Commission order provide for additional granularity of the tariff documents, there will be significant need for additional staffing and significant expenses including the purchase of a third party tariff management software system.


While some members of the NAESB WEQ have asked the Commission to allow the filing of the entire document to include copies of their tariffs, rate schedules and service agreements, rather than the sheet-based tariff filings of the gas pipeline companies, PJM as an RTO would ask the Commission to consider the submission of its jurisdictional and voluminous tariff documents by individual subsections or by the “1.1” level as proposed.

Order 614 – Tariff Sheet Headers and Footers Designations


The NAESB Standard proposal provides that the significant amount of metadata required with each tariff submittal will replace the need for the Order 614 tariff sheet headers and footers.  The metadata will be available for public viewing and will be available to be printed with each Tariff Record.  


PJM asks the Commission to agree to modify or eliminate Order 614 that regulates headers and footers (tariff sheet designations) on tariff documents should it 
agree to proceed with the numerous metadata fields as prescribed under the NAESB Standard.    

In conclusion, PJM believes the result achieved through the NAESB process was as good as it could be under the constraints imposed by the subcommittee’s charter.  However, PJM requests that its concerns be brought to the attention of the Executive Committee and to the Commission for further consideration.

Submitted:

Stu Bresler, Executive Director, Market Operations

Steve Pincus, Assistant General Counsel


Chris Advena, Manager, Tariff Integration

Patrick Brown, Manager, NERC & Regional Coordination
� PJM’s comments are in line with, and support, those which PJM understands will be submitted by EEI on February 27, 2008.  PJM also joins the comment submitted by the ISO/RTO Council.
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