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North American Energy Standards Board

1301 Fannin, Suite 2350, Houston, Texas 77002

Phone:  (713) 356-0060, Fax:  (713) 356-0067, E-mail: naesb@naesb.org


Home Page: www.naesb.org

To:

NAESB Wholesale Electric Quadrant Members

From:

WEQ Executive Committee

Subject:
Minor Correction to NAESB WEQ-009 Standards of Conduct
Date:

October 17, 2007

Background:

On January 15, 2005, NAESB filed a status report with the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission that contained notice of all of the NAESB WEQ business practice standards adopted to date.  The report included the business practice standards adopted as the Standards of Conduct.

On April 25, 2006, FERC issued Order No. 676, Docket  No. RM05-5-000, adopted NAESB WEQ business practice standards, however, the FERC did not incorporate by reference the NAESB standards for Standards of Conduct (WEQ 009) “because they duplicate the Commission’s regulations on this subject,” as noted in paragraph 72 of the final order.
On August 14, 2007, the WEQ Executive Committee (minutes posted on the NAESB web site: http://www.naesb.org/pdf3/weq_ec081407dm.doc), determined through a unanimous vote that the WEQ should no longer maintain business practice standards for Standards of Conduct (adopted as WEQ 009 in the NAESB WEQ Business Practice Standards publication) that duplicate or restate FERC policy (CFR 18 § 358).  The business practice standards contained in WEQ 009 published in January 2005 and any modifications to those standards ratified since that time should be removed from the NAESB WEQ business practice standards.

On October 15, 2007, the WEQ Executive Committee met via conference call and determined to process the above change as a minor correction.  The action can be taken as a minor correction because minor corrections are defined  in the NAESB Operating Procedures (http://www.naesb.org/pdf/operating_procedures.pdf) as:

“Minor clarifications and corrections to existing standards include: (a) clarifications or corrections made by a regulatory agency to standards that are of a jurisdictional nature, or by the American National Standards Institute or its successor; (b) clarifications or corrections to the format, appearance, or descriptions of standards in standards documentation; (c) clarifications or corrections to add code values to tables; and (d) clarifications and corrections that do not materially change a standard.”

The WEQ Executive Committee voted unanimously with one abstention to, as a minor correction, delete all of the WEQ-009 Standards of Conduct standards.  NAESB WEQ 009-6 standard is duplicated in the OASIS standard WEQ 002-4.5.2, “Information Under Standards of Conduct Link.”  This standard is not deleted as it does not duplicate FERC regulations, but rather implements the policy through OASIS posting requirements.

Minor Correction:

Delete WEQ-009 standards in their entirety, as supportive of para. 72, FERC Order No. 676, Docket  No. RM05-5-000, issued April 25, 2006. 

Comments:

Pursuant to NAESB’s procedures for adopting minor corrections (found at pp. 18-19 of the NAESB Operating Procedures, http://www.naesb.org/pdf/operating_procedures.pdf), the public comment period for the minor corrections will begin today, October 17, 2007, and end on October 31, 2007.  All comments shall be forwarded to the NAESB office (naesb@naesb.org).  Should you have any questions regarding this request, please also contact the NAESB office.   If no comments are received, these corrections will be applied to the version 1.0 publication of the NAESB WEQ standards.


