Formal Comments of the Bonneville Power Administration (BPA) on WEQ-001

Due 3/21/08

1.  Comment on 001-4.13 Table 4.2 Timing Requirements

Our comment relates specifically to Table 4-2 Request Timing Requirements.
We believe that NAESB should address a Market Interface issue as follows:  Replace the term 'Day Ahead' with a specific timeframe measurement (eg. >1 hour and < 24 hours).  At a minimum, 'Day Ahead' needs to be defined with clear timing parameters.
Explanation:

We recently encountered interpretation issues with the use of 'Day Ahead' as included in a TSP's 'Reservation Timing Requirements Table'.  The interpretation error was with respect to how Day Ahead was interpreted in the 'Time Queued Prior to Start' column.  We interpreted Day Ahead as the next day at 00:00.  BPA had initially programmed functionality to define 'Day Ahead' as '>1 hour and <24 hours'.  BPA has since changed their Timing Requirements Table by: 1) removing the term 'Day Ahead' and 2) updating the table to reflect the functionality on how the response window is calculated.  Examples below:
Proposed NAESB Timing TABLE 4-2:
	Class
	Service Increment
	Time Queued Prior to Start
	Transmission Services Evaluation Time Limit
	Customer Confirmation Time Limit after Accepted or Counteroffer

	Non-Firm
	Hourly
	<1 hour
	Best Effort
	5 minutes

	Non-Firm
	Hourly
	>1 hour
	30 minutes
	5 minutes

	Non-Firm
	Hourly
	Day ahead
	30 minutes 
	30 minutes


Example of BPA's Timing Table:
	Class 
	Service Increment 
	Time Queued Prior to Start 
	Transmission Services Evaluation Time Limit
	Customer Confirmation Time Limit after Accepted or Counteroffer

	Non-Firm 
	Hourly 
	<1 hour 
	Best Effort 
	5 minutes 

	Non-Firm 
	Hourly 
	>1 hour  and < 24 Hours
	30 minutes 
	5 minutes 

	Non-Firm 
	Hourly 
	> 24 Hours 
	30 minutes 
	30 minutes 


2.  Generation Imbalance
We believe the NAESB work plan for this business practice should include coordination with the NERC standard drafting team,
Explanation:

NAESB is using the FERC 890 Generation Imbalance definition located in FERC Order 890, Schedule 9 which is: "Generation Imbalance Service is provided when a difference occurs between the output of a generator located in the Transmission Provider's Control Area and a delivery schedule from that generator to 1) another Control Area or 2) a load within the Transmision Provider's Control Area over a single hour."  

The NAESB definition includes provisions for Generation Imbalance delivered at interchange points which will have linkages to the NERC Inadvertent Interchange (BAL-006) standard, NERC Project 2007-05, to ensure reliability requirements and market interface issues are coordinated in such a manner as to not impede market development of the Generation Imbalance product.  Examples from the NERC SAR (Project 2007-05):

· Dispute Resolution:  "Consider adding inadvertent interchange dispute resolution requirements or business practices, including adding requirements or business practices to provide data to identify and resolve disputes about interchange quantities"

· Clarification of measurement & timeframes: In BAL-006, R.2, it is not clear what hourly adjustments are, but it seems like a replacement for the end of the month meter correction presently performed when one reads the strikeout language.

· Ensure reliability standard requirements do not impede market development of the Generation Imbalance product.  E.g., "...reliability is not compromised by inadvertent flows" and "Balancing Authorities do not excessively depend upon (others)"
The second part of the definition appears to be in conflict with the Energy Imbalance Service definition found in FERC Order 890, Schedule 4 which is as follows:

"Energy Imbalance Service is provided when a difference occurs between the scheduled and the actual delivery of energy to a load located within a Control Area over a single hour."

In the Energy Imbalance discussion, the measurement is simply for 'energy scheduled' vs. 'energy delivered' at a load's point-of-delivery.  In the Generation Imbalance discussion, the measurement seems to require the ability to identify and measure which resource did or did not meet it's power obligation at a load's point-of-delivery.  Is this the correct interpretation?  If so, what existing reliability standards contain the requirements and measurements applicable to the BA or TSP necessary to make these measurements?  If no such standards or requirements are in place, then NAESB needs to raise this with NERC.
Thank you for your consideration of these comments.
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