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North American Energy Standards Board

1301 Fannin, Suite 2350, Houston, Texas 77002

Phone:  (713) 356-0060, Fax:  (713) 356-0067, E-mail: naesb@naesb.org


Home Page: www.naesb.org
NAESB Update:  eTariff Summary
as of November 29, 2007

e-Tariff Standards Development – Assigned to Wholesale Gas and Wholesale Electric: 

· eTariff (WEQ and WGQ):  The initial meeting was held on February 1, 2006 at the FERC, opened by Chairman Kelliher.  Proposals from INGAA, EEI, AOPL and Texas Intrastate Association were given, along with a review by FERC staff of requirements to be met for an e-Tariff program.  Since that initial meeting, several others have been held and a consensus has been reached for building to support a web portal option for electronically filing tariffs.  While the original completion date was schedule for year-end 2007 to be out of committee, it has since been revised to end of February 2008.
The following includes:
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Meeting Summary:
· February 1, 2006 : A meeting was held at the FERC, opened by Chairman Kelliher.  Proposals from INGAA, EEI, AOPL and Texas Intrastate Association were given, along with a review by FERC staff of requirements to be met for an e-Tariff program.   
· March 13, 2007:  A meeting was held at NAESB offices, chaired by Keith Sappenfield and Jane Daly.  The FERC staff further delineated their requirements and answered questions from EEI and INGAA.  The group began drafting standards.
· April 26, 2007:  The e-Tariff Subcommittee met in Washington DC hosted by AGA.  During this meeting, FERC Staff reviewed their work paper Filing Field Data Example Submitted by FERC Staff and answered questions on what data will be required for submittal of electronic tariff and related documents.  The pipeline segment also presented their proposed approach regarding development of e-Tariff standards.  After further discussion, it was determined that the e-Tariff Subcommittee needed to schedule a conference call prior to the June 4 meeting to determine what approach the NAESB e-Tariff standards will take.
· May 21, 2007:  The e-Tariff Subcommittee met via conference call for a one-topic agenda – to determine the approach the NAESB e-Tariff standards will take.  During the conference call, there was a unanimous decision to support the modified web portal approach.
· June 4, 2007:  The group met in Phoenix, Arizona on June 4 hosted by Arizona Public Service.  During this meeting, FERC Staff reviewed the individual data elements that would be required for e-Tariff filings.  During this meeting, a motion was made to take a non-binding straw vote to move forward with the document submitted by FERC staff that contained the required data elements.  A motion was made to defer the first motion.  The motion to defer passed the WEQ, but failed the WGQ.  

· July 10, 2007:  The e-Tariff Subcommittee met via conference call to adopt the minutes from the April 26, May 21, and June 4 meetings.  The agenda for the July 27 meeting was also  discussed during this call.
· July 27, 2007:  The e-Tariff Subcommittee met in Washington, DC hosted by EEI.  During this meeting, the e-Tariff Subcommittee voted to create an e-Tariff Technical Task Force; reviewed Draft Electronic Tariff Data Elements and Descriptions that will be forwarded to the e-Tariff Technical Task Force; and adopted a motion to take a straw poll that the e-Tariff Subcommittee is going to work on option A – the web portal option for e-Tariff submittals.  The Draft Electronic Tariff Data Elements and Descriptions document will be used by the e-Tariff Technical Task Force for development of the xml schema that will be created in conjunction with the e-Tariff business practice standards.
· August 20, 2007:  The e-Tariff Subcommittee met via conference call on August 20, 2007 from 12:00 PM to 4:00 PM Central.  The agenda for this call was a single topic agenda to cover several items that were raised during the discussion of the metadata prior to the technical task force meeting on August 23-24.  Additional discussion is needed to determine the definition and specifics for the metadata data elements: Line 8 – Database Identifier; Line 20 – Associated Filing; Line 30 – Document Security Level; Line 37 – Tariff Record Title; Line 38 – Tariff Record Number; Line 39 – Tariff Record Collation Value and Line 41 - Tariff Record Parent or Container Identifier.
· August 23-24, 2007:  The first meeting of the e-Tariff Technical Task Force met on August 23-24, 2007 in Washington, DC hosted by FERC.  During this meeting, FERC’s contractor gave the Task Force an overview of the FERC Backend system processing of e-Tariff XML data, explained that the XML was chosen solely because it is in widespread use and emphasized that XML will be used solely to file documents at FERC, not to communicate between anyone else and needs no field for future expanded uses.  The Task Force reviewed FERC’s and WGQ’s pipeline segment XML strawmen; and commenced severe shortening of  the pipeline segment’s XML strawman, chosen as best of breed.  Mr. Brooks, ISO New England is co-chair of the e-Tariff Technical Task Force for the WEQ and Mr. Burden, Williams Gas Pipeline is co-chair of the e-Tariff Technical Task Force for the WGQ.
· September 13-14, 2007:  The e-Tariff Technical Task Force met on September 13-14 in Houston at the NAESB offices to complete development of the XML schema.  During this meeting, Mr. Kravis provided a presentation on options for binary formats.  The group conducted a status update of issues/action items and reviewed open issues and progress since the August 23-24 meeting.  The group created a list of all filing types for the three industries – gas, oil, and electric and discussed enhancements to the XML schema, and determined that use cases would need to be developed for each industry.
· October 11-12, 2007:  The e-Tariff Subcommittee met in Houston hosted by NAESB.  During this meeting, the subcommittee received an update from the e-Tariff Technical Task Force, discussed and approved the e-Tariff Task Force proposal for element names with only a few modifications made, and discussed the open issues identified by the e-Tariff Technical Task Force.  During this meeting it was determined that the e-Tariff Technical Task Force would need additional time to complete XML schema, the use cases, and the technical implementation business process document as it could not be completed by the end of 2007.  It was determined that the e-Tariff Subcommittee would meet in January 2008 to review the progress of the e-Tariff Technical Task Force and then meet in February 2008 to vote on the standards package.
· October 16, 2007:  The NAESB office informed the FERC that the eTariff subcommittee would not be complete with its work by year-end, and that the group expected that February 2008 was  the new target date for completion.  All needed steps would be taken to ensure that the eTariff project would receive the needed priority.
· October 22-23, 2007:  The e-Tariff Technical Task Force met on October 22-23 in Holyoke, Massachusetts hosted by ISO New England.  During this meeting, the e-Tariff Technical Task Force reviewed the actions taken by the e-Tariff Subcommittee during the October 11-12 meeting, continued to discuss and modify the XML schema, made assignments for creation of use cases for all three industries and different filing types for each industry, and made assignments for the technical sections of the Technical Implementation Business Process (TIBP).
· November 28-30, 2007:  The e-Tariff Technical Task Force met on November 28-30 in Phoenix, Arizona, hosted by Arizona Public Service.  During this meeting, the Task Force reviewed and corrected technical descriptions of the Draft TIBP, which includes the XML schema, the CSV format requirements, use cases, data tables, code values, reference tables, technical specifications of web portal and layman’s explanation of each of the foregoing.  At the conclusion of the meetings, the leadership was approached and it was determined that the group is progressing as planned towards a February 2008 date.
· Planned, December 10, 2007:  The e-Tariff Technical Task Force is scheduled to meet via conference call to review the FERC data tables and then take a vote on the entire TIBP.
· Planned, January 10, 2008:  The e-Tariff Task Force plans to met via conference call during the first week of January 2008 with the e-Tariff Subcommittee to explain its corrections to the technical descriptions, as well as its views on a few remaining combined technical/business issues.
· Planned, January 23-25, 2008:  The e-Tariff Subcommittee is scheduled to meet January 23-25, 2008 in Colorado Springs, Colorado hosed by El Paso.  During this meeting, it is planned for the e-Tariff Subcommittee to vote out the recommendation of the standards for e-Tariff to the WGQ and WEQ Executive Committees.
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