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In the course of assisting the NAESB Office in the preparation of the publication for NAESB WGQ Version 1.8 it has come to my attention that there is a minor correction that needs to be made to the Usage Requirements descriptions shown under Tabs 6 and greater in the Introduction section for all of the NAESB WGQ Standards Implementation Manuals.  Specially, in the Introduction of each of the NAESB WGQ Implementation Manuals, there is an explanation regarding the usages in the standards (e.g. mandatory, conditional, mutually agreed, etc.). This section incorporates NAESB WGQ Standard 1.2.2, however, the punctuation is confusing. I would like to propose the following revision:
Usage Requirements
All data elements in the Data Dictionary, Data Element Cross Reference to ASC X12, and ASC X12 Transaction Set and Transaction Set Tables indicate the usage of that element.  The data element usage definitions are set forth in according to NAESB WGQ Standard 1.2.2 are: which states:
All trading partners should accept all NAESB WGQ standard data elements.  Usage should be characterized as either mandatory, conditional, sender's option, business conditional, and mutually agreeable.  

Mandatory (M) means the data element (information) must be supplied in the transaction.  

Conditional (C) means that the presence of data in a field is determined by the presence or lack of data in another field within the transmittal or related data sets.  

Sender's option (SO) means that this element is optional for the sender to send and, if sent, the receiver should receive and process.  

Business conditional (BC) means the data element is based on current variations in business practice.  The business practice will be described herein, with an example.  Over time, NAESB WGQ expects that as business practices are standardized, elements will move out of this category. Business Conditional elements which are not supported/required by the receiver will be acknowledged in the response document with a warning message code indicating that the data elements were ignored by the receiver.  (In some instances, this category will be used for country-to-country issues.  Annually, NAESB WGQ will consider whether any data element will continue to be categorized with this usage code.)

Mutually agreeable (MA) means that the data element is mutually agreed to between trading partners.  It must be presented to NAESB WGQ for technical implementation.  It does not, by its definition, create a NAESB WGQ standard business practice.  Usage of this element in no way can be mandated for inclusion by either trading partner in order to achieve a level of service.
