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The Pipeline Segment of the NAESB WGQ ("Pipeline Segment") has actively participated in subcommitte discussions surrounding request R06008 submitted by National Fuel Gas Distribution Corporation in May 2006.  The Pipeline Segment is supportive of efforts to clarify expectations regarding information provided on Informational Posting Web Sites.  However, the segment does not support the proposed standards as drafted.  The Pipeline Segment concerns are outlined below, as well as, revised language which can be supported by the segment.
Discussion - NAESB WGQ Standard No. 4.3.90
The Pipeline Segment proposes minor typographical changes to NAESB WGQ Standard No. 4.3.90 and believes that changes to the sentence prior to the gas quality attribute listing to be inappropriate.  Existing language from WGQ Standard No. 4.3.90 states, "Listed below are examples of gas quality attributes that could be included in posting for the applicable Gas Day(s) and Location(s):"  This language makes it clear that the listed attributes are only examples and could be included, but are not required.  To modify the existing 4.3.90 language eliminates clarity and opens up the standard for unneeded interpretation.  The Pipeline Segment recommends the following language for revised Standard No. 4.3.90.
Pipeline Segment Revised NAESB WGQ Standard No. 4.3.90
The Transportation Service Provider (TSP) should provide on its Informational Postings Web Site daily average gas quality information for prior gas day(s), to the extent available, for location(s) that are representative of mainline gas flow.  The information available for the identified location(s) should be provided in a downloadable format.  Information should be reported in units as specified in the tariff or general terms and conditions.  In any event, all applicable parties’ compliance with gas quality requirements is in accordance with the TSP’s tariff or general terms and conditions.

Listed below are examples of gas quality attributes that could be included in the posting for the applicable Gas Day(s) and Location(s):

•
Heating Value

•
Interchangeability index(ices)/factor(s)

•

Hydrocarbon liquid drop out control parameter(s)/factor(s)
•

Hydrocarbon components, % of C1 – Cnn, as used in determining Heating Value

•
Specific Gravity

•
Water

•
Nitrogen

•
Carbon Dioxide

•
Oxygen

•
Hydrogen

•
Helium

•
Total Sulfur

•
Hydrogen Sulfide

•
Carbonyl Sulfide

•
Mercaptans

•
Mercury and/or any other contaminants being measured
•
Other pertinent gas quality information that is specified in the TSP’s tariff or the general terms and conditions.
Discussion - NAESB WGQ Standard No. 4.3.92
Proposed changes to NAESB WGQ Standard 4.3.92 are inappropriate since download processes typically do not allow customized data requests prior to the download of data.  Typically, a download provides all of the data and then it is the responsibility of the party downloading the data to extract and retain the data needed for their processes.  Additionally, NAESB WGQ Standard No. 4.3.16 is the only standard other than 4.3.92 that deals with download processes and it specifies only the format of NAESB download files.  We recommend that proposed changes to NAESB WGQ Standard 4.3.92 be rejected.  The existing standard does not require modification and should continue to read as follows:
NAESB WGQ Standard No. 4.3.92

Data provided pursuant to NAESB WGQ Standard No. 4.3.90 should be provided in a tabular downloadable file to be described by the Transportation Service Provider.  The first row of the file should contain the column headers.
Discussion - Proposed NAESB WGQ Standard No. 4.3.x1
Proposed NAESB WGQ Standard No. 4.3.x1 would require pipelines to post a gas quality attribute (Wobbe Number) which is not included in their tariffs or terms and conditions.  Such a requirement is out of step with other NAESB WGQ Standards that continually reference the tariff or terms and conditions as the source for specific operating requirements (see NAESB WGQ Standard No. 2.3.61 which states in part “In the event of a conflict between this standard and the Transportation Service Provider’s existing tariff or terms and conditions, the latter will prevail”).  Secondly, posting a gas quality attribute not included in the tariff or terms and conditions provisions could lead to the inappropriate conclusion that said attribute is being actively monitored and/or utilized by the pipeline and that no monitoring or equipment is needed by customers sensitive to specific concentrations of the gas stream.  To eliminate these concerns a structure similar to the wording of proposed standard 4.3.x2 is proposed.  We recommend that 4.3.x1 be modified to read as shown below. 
Pipeline Segment Revised Proposed NAESB WGQ Standard No. 4.3.x1

For data provided pursuant to NAESB WGQ Standard 4.3.90, a Transportation Service Provider (TSP), with tariff-based gas interchangeability provisions, should post a Wobbe Number for the location(s) that are representative of mainline gas flow.  Where a TSP uses an alternative method to characterize interchangeability, it may substitute or supplement the Wobbe Number with the applicable data.
Discussion - Proposed NAESB WGQ Standard No. 4.3.x2
The Pipeline Segment proposes the three minor changes as shown below: 

· addition of the word "liquid" 
· addition of the word "the" 
· and making the word ‘dropout’ as 2 words to be consistent with other documents in the industry 
Pipeline Segment Revised Proposed NAESB WGQ Standard No. 4.3.x2
For data provided pursuant to NAESB WGQ Standard No. 4.3.90, a Transportation Service Provider (TSP) with tariff-based gas quality provisions for the control of hydrocarbon liquid drop out should measure or calculate a 1) Cricondentherm Hydrocarbon Dew Point (CHDP) or 2) C6+GPM for the locations(s) that are representative of mainline gas flow.  If applicable, the TSP should provide the control parameter specified within its tariff.  Where a TSP uses an alternative approach to control hydrocarbon liquid drop out, it may substitute the appropriate control parameter.
Standards-Clean Version

Pipeline Segment Revised NAESB WGQ Standard No. 4.3.90

The Transportation Service Provider (TSP) should provide on its Informational Postings Web Site daily average gas quality information for prior gas day(s), to the extent available, for location(s) that are representative of mainline gas flow.  The information available for the identified location(s) should be provided in a downloadable format.  Information should be reported in units as specified in the tariff or general terms and conditions.  In any event, all applicable parties’ compliance with gas quality requirements is in accordance with the TSP’s tariff or general terms and conditions.

Listed below are examples of gas quality attributes that could be included in the posting for the applicable Gas Day(s) and Location(s):

•
Heating Value

•
Interchangeability index(ices)/factor(s)

•

Hydrocarbon liquid drop out control parameter(s)/factor(s)

•

Hydrocarbon components, % of C1 – Cnn, as used in determining Heating Value

•
Specific Gravity

•
Water

•
Nitrogen

•
Carbon Dioxide

•
Oxygen

•
Hydrogen

•
Helium

•
Total Sulfur

•
Hydrogen Sulfide

•
Carbonyl Sulfide

•
Mercaptans

•
Mercury and/or any other contaminants being measured
•
Other pertinent gas quality information that is specified in the TSP’s tariff or the general terms and conditions.
Pipeline Segment Revised Proposed NAESB WGQ Standard No. 4.3.x1

For data provided pursuant to NAESB WGQ Standard 4.3.90, a Transportation Service Provider (TSP), with tariff-based gas interchangeability provisions, should post a Wobbe Number for the location(s) that are representative of mainline gas flow.  Where a TSP uses an alternative method to characterize interchangeability, it may substitute or supplement the Wobbe Number with the applicable data.
Pipeline Segment Revised Proposed NAESB WGQ Standard No. 4.3.x2
For data provided pursuant to NAESB WGQ Standard No. 4.3.90, a Transportation Service Provider (TSP) with tariff-based gas quality provisions for the control of hydrocarbon liquid drop out should measure or calculate a 1) Cricondentherm Hydrocarbon Dew Point (CHDP) or 2) C6+GPM for the locations(s) that are representative of mainline gas flow.  If applicable, the TSP should provide the control parameter specified within its tariff.  Where a TSP uses an alternative approach to control hydrocarbon liquid drop out, it may substitute the appropriate control parameter.
