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North American Energy Standards Board

1301 Fannin, Suite 2350, Houston, Texas 77002

Phone:  (713) 356-0060, Fax:  (713) 356-0067, E-mail: naesb@naesb.org


Home Page: www.naesb.org

via email and posting

TO:

NAESB WGQ Members and Interested Industry Participants

FROM: 
DeDe Kirby, Meeting/Project Manager
RE:

Wholesale Gas Quadrant Request for Comments

DATE:

July 20, 2005
An industry comment period begins today, July 20, 2005 and ends on August 19, 2005 for one WGQ recommendation:  
Recommendation 2005 WGQ Annual Plan Item #4 - Review of minimum technical characteristics in Appendices C, D, and E of the EDM Manual - 
http://www.naesb.org/pdf2/2005_wgq_ap4_rec.doc.   
All interested parties, regardless of membership status within NAESB are eligible to submit comments for consideration.  The WGQ Executive Committee will review this recommendation and consider it for vote as a NAESB Wholesale Gas Quadrant (WGQ) standard on August 25, 2005, and in that consideration will review all submitted comments.  

All comments received by the NAESB office by end of business on August 19th will be posted on the Home Page (http://www.naesb.org/request.asp) and forwarded to the WGQ EC members for their consideration.  If you have difficulty downloading the recommendation, please call the NAESB office at (713) 356-0060.  The recommendation is also attached for your convenience.
    


Best Regards,

DeDe Kirby
cc:  Rae McQuade, Executive Director
NAESB Wholesale Gas Quadrant Members as of July 19, 2005
	Organization:
	Seg:
	Contact:

	8760
	s
	Jim Buccigross

	AEP Energy Services, Inc.
	s
	Cathy Szasz

	Alliance Pipeline LP
	pl
	Neil Coghlan

	Ameren Corporation
	l
	Scott Glaeser

	Apache Corporation
	pr
	Michele Markey

	Arizona Public Service Company
	e
	Gary Duede, Kelly Daly, Curt Brechtel

	Atmos Energy
	pl
	Steve Easley

	Ballard Natural Gas, LLC
	s
	Susan Thibodeaux

	Baltimore Gas & Electric Co.
	l
	Phil Precht

	Barclays Bank PLC
	s
	Guy Kern-Martin

	BG LNG Services, LLC
	s
	Martha Braddy

	Boeing Company
	e
	Tina Burnett

	BP Energy
	pr
	Bill Benham, Lauren Kaestner

	Bridgeline Gas Marketing
	pl
	Georgia Blanchard

	Burlington Resources
	pr
	Paul Keeler

	Calpine Energy Services, LP
	e
	Janet Dixon, Craig Chancellor

	Cargill Incorporated
	s
	Kathy Gerken

	Cascade Natural Gas Corporation
	l
	Mark Sellers-Vaughn

	CenterPoint Energy Gas Services, Inc.
	s
	James G. Beste

	CenterPoint Energy Gas Transmission Company
	pl
	Larry Thomas

	CenterPoint Energy Mississippi River Transmission Corp.
	pl
	Robert Trost

	Chandeleur Pipe Line Company
	pl
	Janice E. Rogers

	Chevron/Texaco
	pr
	Randy Mills

	Cinergy
	e
	Marty Patterson

	Cinergy  - regulated
	e
	John Procario

	Cinergy Marketing and Trading
	s
	Maribeth Bedevian

	Columbia Gas Transmission
	pl
	Carl Levander

	Comprehensive Energy Services
	e
	Jim Templeton

	ConocoPhillips Gas and Power
	pr
	Peter Frost

	Consolidated Edison Company of NY
	l
	Mary Jane McCartney, Jim Stanzione

	Constellation Energy Commodities Group, Inc.
	s
	Robert McKay

	Dauphin Island Gathering Partners
	pl
	Katie Rice

	Defense Energy Support Center
	e
	Veronica Jones, Kevin Ahern

	Department of Energy
	e
	Christopher Freitas

	Dominion Exploration and Production, Inc.
	pr
	David Ogden, Sheri Heslington, Gary Weaver

	Dominion Resources (Previously CNG)
	l
	Craig Columbo

	Dominion Transmission, Inc.
	pl
	Gary Sypolt, Iris King

	Duke Energy Gas Transmission - Texas Eastern
	pl
	Richard Kruse

	Edison Mission Marketing and Trade
	e
	Christian Hnat, William Roberts

	El Paso Eastern Pipelines
	pl
	Larry Smith, Mark Gracey

	El Paso Natural Gas
	pl
	William Griffith

	El Paso Production Company
	pr
	Bill Hebenstreit

	Enbridge Energy Company Inc
	pl
	Terry McGill

	EnCana Corporation
	pr
	Keith Sappenfield

	EnCana Marketing (USA) Inc.
	s
	Keith Sappenfield

	Energy East Management Corporation
	l
	Marjorie Perlman

	Energy Velocity
	s
	Konni Keuter

	Entergy Services, Inc.
	e
	Arlynn Kelleher, Terry Shields

	Enterprise Products Partners, LP
	pl
	Richard W. Porter

	Equitable Gas Company
	l
	Steve Rafferty

	Equitrans, L.P.
	pl
	Mina Speicher

	ExxonMobil Gas Marketing
	pr
	Richard Smith

	Florida Power & Light Company
	e
	Dona Gussow

	Florida Reliability Coordinating Council
	e
	Joe Stepenovitch

	Gas Transmission Northwest Corporation
	pl
	Jay Story

	Great Lakes Gas Transmission
	pl
	Gene Fava

	Group 8760
	s
	Jim Buccigross

	Gulf South Pipeline
	pl
	Claire Burum, Randy Young

	H S Resources Inc.
	pl
	Carol Hall

	Imperial Irrigation District
	e
	William Rapp

	Iroquois Gas Transmission System
	pl
	Tom Gwilliam

	Kern River Gas Transmission Company
	pl
	Janie Nielsen

	Kerr-McGee Oil and Gas Company
	pr
	Charles (Chuck) Johnson

	KeySpan Energy
	l
	Dolores Chezar

	Laclede Gas Co.
	l
	Kenneth Neises

	Latitude Technologies
	s
	Leigh Spangler

	Louis Dreyfus Energy Services L.P.
	s
	Mary Ellen Bell, Ruby Melton

	Lower Colorado River Authority
	e
	Mickey Bell

	Marathon Oil Company
	pr
	Robin Perrine

	Mewbourne Oil Company
	pr
	Michael F. Shepard

	National Fuel Gas Distribution
	l
	Michael Novak

	National Fuel Gas Supply Corp.
	pl
	Joseph Kardas

	Natural Gas Pipeline Co of America
	pl
	Paul Love

	New Jersey Natural Gas Company
	l
	Douglas C. Rudd

	Niagara Mohawk Power Corporation
	l
	Bruce Garcy

	Nicor Gas
	l
	Nancy Brucher

	NiSource Inc.
	l
	TBA

	NJR Energy Services Company
	s
	Ginger Richman

	Northern Natural Gas
	pl
	Mary Darveaux

	Northern Plains Natural Gas Company, Inc.
	pl
	Scott Coburn

	Northwest Natural Gas Company
	l
	Randolph Friedman

	NOVA Gas Transmission Ltd.
	pl
	Doug Miller

	Occidental Energy Marketing Inc. (OEMI)
	pr
	Melinda Duncan

	Oxadel Consulting, LOC
	s
	Lyn Maddox

	Pacific Gas & Electric
	l
	John Breen

	Panhandle Eastern Pipe Line Co.
	pl
	William Grygar, Kim Van Pelt

	PECO Energy Co.
	l
	Reed R. Horting, Amy Hamilton

	Pemex Gas Y Petroquimica Basica
	s
	Juan Enrique Gonzales Azuara

	Peoples Gas Light & Coke Co.
	l
	Tom Zack

	Platts
	s
	Bill Murphy

	Portland General Electric
	pl
	Kathy Davies

	Portland Natural Gas Transmission System
	pl
	David Haag

	PPL EnergyPlus, LLC
	e
	Anne Lovett

	Promet Energy Partners, LOC
	s
	Gregory R. White

	Public Service Electric & Gas
	l
	David Wohlfarth

	Questar Pipeline Co.
	pl
	Scott Hansen

	Quorum Business Solutions Inc.
	s
	Douglas Allen

	Sabine Pipe Line LLC
	pl
	Jan Rogers

	Salt River Project Agricultural Improvement & Power District
	e
	Diane McVicker

	SCANA Corporation
	pl
	Jacquelyn Gettle

	Sempra Energy - Southern California Gas Co.
	l
	Lee Stewart, Rodger Schwecke

	Sequent Energy Management, L.P.
	s
	Pat Metteauer

	Shell Gas Transmission, LLC
	pl
	Chuck Cook, David Halphen

	SolArc Inc.
	s
	Tim Curtis

	Southern California Edison Company
	e
	Roman Bakke

	Southern Company Services, Inc.
	e
	Carl Haga

	Southern Natural Gas Co.
	pl
	Renee Hyde, Ronnie L. Martin

	Southern Star Central Gas Pipeline
	pl
	James L. Harder, Dale Sanders

	Southwest Gas Corporation
	l
	Larry Black

	SunGard Energy Systems
	s
	Chuck McClure, Jennifer Chen

	Telvent 
	s
	William (Bill) Morrow

	Tennessee Valley Authority
	e
	Valerie Crockett

	Texas Gas Transmission, LLC
	pl
	Jeff Bittel

	Tiger Natural Gas
	s
	Bob Smith

	TransCanada Pipelines
	pl
	Doug Miller

	Trinity Apex Systems
	s
	Richard (Dick) Couron

	UBS Energy 
	s
	Suzanne Calcagno

	Vector Pipeline L.P.
	pl
	Amy Bruhn

	Washington Gas Light Co.
	l
	Adrian Chapman , Tim Sherwood

	Westfield Gas & Electric Light Dept.
	l
	Joyce Bodak

	Williams Gas Pipeline
	pl
	Dale Davis, Ron Mucci

	Williston Basin Interstate Pipeline
	pl
	Keith Tiggelaar

	Wisconsin Public Service Corporation
	l
	Patrick Fox


Segment Legend:

e = End Users

l = LDCs
p = Pipeline
r = Producer
s = Services
1.  RECOMMENDED ACTION:
EFFECT OF EC VOTE TO ACCEPT RECOMMENDED ACTION:

      Accept as requested



  X  Change to Existing Practice

  X  Accept as modified below


      Status Quo

      Decline

2.  TYPE OF MAINTENANCE

Per Request:




Per Recommendation:
      Initiation




      Initiation 

  X  Modification




  X  Modification

      Interpretation



      Interpretation

      Withdrawal




      Withdrawal

      Principle




      Principle 


      Definition 




      Definition 

      Business Practice Standard 


      Business Practice Standard 

  X  Document




  X  Document

  _  Data Element



  _  Data Element 

  _  Code Value




  _  Code Value 

      X12 Implementation Guide


      X12 Implementation Guide

      Business Process Documentation

  _  Business Process Documentation

3.  RECOMMENDATION

SUMMARY:


Review and update the minimum technical characteristics in Appendix B “Minimum Technical Characteristics for the Developer and User of the Customer Activities Web Sites”, Appendix C “Minimum Technical Characteristics and Guidelines for the Developer and User of Informational Postings Web Sites, and Appendix D “Minimum Technical Characteristics for EDM Communications”.  Please note that the letter designation of the Appendices in the QEDM Manual is different from the letter designation of the Appendices in the WGQ 2005 Annual Plan.

The updated WGQ Quadrant Electronic Delivery Mechansim Manual in its entirety is located on the NAESB website at http://www.naesb.org/pdf2/wgq_edm071805a1.doc.  

STANDARDS LANGUAGE:
N/A
BUSINESS PROCESS DOCUMENTATION (for addition, modification or deletion of business process documentation language)

Appendix B - Minimum Technical Characteristics and Guidelines for the Developer and User of the Customer Activities Web Site

Browser Characteristics (includes defined NAESB WGQ current versions):
Features as supported by the latest Generally Available (GA) versions of both Netscape®
 and Internet Explorer®3 within 9 months of such GA version becoming available, including ‑

Frames & Nested Frames

Tables & Nested Tables

HTML

Cookies

JavaScript

SSL 128‑bit RSA Encryption

Style Sheets

Plug‑ins (GA versions within 9 months of such GA versions becoming available)

JAVA® 

ActiveX® 4 (Plug‑in for Netscape®)

Adobe Acrobat Reader® 5  

Systems Incorporated

Independent Computer Architecture (ICA®) 6  ‑ Protocol used for remote control access to an application

Operating Systems:

Operating systems on a client workstation should be multithreaded and pre-emptive.

Hardware:

CPU 



>=1  GHz

Memory 


>=256 MB Physical

Display Resolution 

>=1024 x 768, 16K colors

Connection 


>=56 KB

Example Configuration1
	Hardware:
	CPU: 1  GHz or higher
Memory: 512MB Physical
Display Resolution: 1024 x 768, 16K colors
Pointing Device with left and right click capability

	Operating Systems:
	Windows® 2000
Windows® XP Pro
Windows® XP Home 

	Connection:
	56KB modem
ISDN
Direct Connect (T1, Fractional T1, etc.)
DSL
Cable-Modem

	Browser:
	Netscape® Communicator/Navigator
Microsoft® Internet Explorer 

	Plug-ins:
	JAVA® 
ActiveX® (Plug-in for Netscape®)
Adobe Acrobat Reader®
ICA® 


Memory ‑ Users who want to have multiple applications or EBBs open simultaneously should consider more memory.

CPU Speed ‑ Users should be aware that higher CPU speeds may result in better performance.

Appendix C - Minimum and Suggested Technical Characteristics and Guidelines for the Developer and User of the Informational Postings Web Site
User technical characteristics provide specifications to the developer on the user environment for which the application will be designed and tested. Likewise, they will serve as guidelines to the user when purchasing the appropriate hardware and software to enable him/her to use the application.
Informational Postings Web Site User Technical Characteristics

	
	Minimum
	Suggested 

	Connection Device:
	5633.3Kbs 
	Direct Connect

	
	
	

	Operating System:
	Multi-threaded & Preemptive
	

	
	
	

	RAM:
	256 MB
	>256 MB

	
	
	

	Browser Capabilities:
	Cookies & JavaScript
Frames & Nested Frames
Tables & Nested Tables
HTML 4.0
Adobe Acrobat Reader®
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Display Resolution: 
	1024x768, 16k colors
	>1024x768, 16k colors


Definitions:

 Minimum user technical characteristics - 

The environment and components for which the Web site application is designed and tested. This should include:

- a client environment comprised only of characteristics listed above, and,

- support for all mandated functions in accessing Informational Postings.
Suggested user technical characteristics - 

Environment or components not required to perform all mandated functions in accessing Informational Postings, but could provide an enhanced user experience.
Examples of User Workstations Meeting Criteria of
Informational Postings Web Site User Characteristics1
	
	Minimum
	Suggested

	Hardware:
	Pentium®2 1 GHz or equivalent
	Pentium® 1 GHz or greater

	
	
	

	RAM:
	256 MB
	> 256 MB

	
	
	

	Communication Device:
	56  Kbs
	Direct Connect
ISDN
Satellite 
56 Kbs modem
DSL
Cable-Modem

	
	
	

	Monitor:
	12" Laptop
17" Desktop
	> 12" Laptop
> 17" Desktop

	
	
	

	Display Capabilities:
	1024x768
16k colors
	> 1024x768
> 16k colors

	
	
	

	Operating System:
	Windows® 2000
System 9®3
Solaris®4 8
	Solaris® 9

Solaris® 10

Mac® OS X
Windows® 2000
Windows® XP Home
Windows® XP Pro
Linux

	
	
	

	Browser:
	Microsoft Internet
	Microsoft Internet

	
	Explorer® 
	Explorer® 

	
	Netscape®
	Netscape®

	
	
	

	
	
	


Informational Postings Web Site Developer Technical Characteristics

User’s environment supporting the above minimum characteristics should be able to access all NAESB WGQ standardized features of Informational Postings Web Sites.

Any other Web technologies may be considered for use by the developer as long as they can be used by the client without requiring special actions including firewall rule changes that are not specified in Appendix D, use of a specific browser, logons and downloads of special helper applications such as plug-ins, viewers or readers except as specifically identified in this Appendix.

Appendix D - Minimum Technical Characteristics for EDM Communications
The following ports may be used by EDM developers and should be made available in user environments.

Allowable TCP Ports (not UDP ports)

HTTP HTTPS 80, 443, 5713, 6112, 6304, 6874, 7403

ICA®  1494

RMI(Java®  ) 1099-1100

Java®  Telnet 31415

TCP Optional 8001-8020**

SMTP 25

Allowable UDP Ports (not TCP ports)

Secure ICA® 1604

There are other technologies available that would require additional ports to be opened, such as FTP and Telnet. If and when NAESB WGQ approves such technologies, this list will be modified accordingly. The client-side firewall implementation and client browser settings should permit the downloading and installation of NAESB WGQ approved plug-ins and modules. Please refer to the NAESB WGQ defined Minimum Technical Characteristics for Accessing Customer Activities Web Sites for the listing of NAESB WGQ approved plug-ins and modules.

**The reservation of 20 optional ports was to provide room for implementations such as DCE, IIOP, and load balancing implementations. TSPs should endeavor to minimize the usage of these ports.

4.  SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION
a.  Description of Request:

Update minimum technical characteristics in Appendices B, C, and D of the WGQ QEDM Manual. (WGQ 2005 Annual Plan Item #4.)

b.  Description of Recommendation:


Recommendation contains the revisions made to Appendices B, C, and D of the WGQ QEDM 
Manual.

.

MOTION made at the July 18, 2005 WGQ EDM Subcommittee meeting:

Adopt the QEDM Manual as modified at the July 18, 2005 WGQ EDM meeting, and send the document on to the WGQ EC for consideration for approval.

Voting Record:

	
	Wholesale Gas Quadrant
	
	
	
	

	
	Balanced Voting by Segment Tally
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Segment
	Votes Cast
	 
	Balanced Vote
	 
	

	 
	YES
	NO
	TOTAL
	YES
	NO
	TOTAL
	

	End Users
	
	
	 
	0
	0
	0
	

	LDCs
	
	
	 
	0
	0
	0
	

	Pipeline
	3
	
	3
	3
	0
	3
	

	Producer
	
	
	 
	0
	0
	0
	

	Services
	1
	
	 1
	1
	0
	1
	

	Total
	 4
	
	4
	4
	0
	4
	


c.  Business Purpose:

To update the “Minimum Characteristics” Appendices of the QEDM Manual to correspond with current industry practice. 

d.  Commentary/Rationale of Subcommittee(s)/Task Force(s):
Please reference the following sets of minutes for further information:

July 18, 2005



http://www.naesb.org/pdf2/req_rgq_teis022305dm.doc
1	Configuration shown indicates a minimum except where a specific level is established. ‘Minimum’ implies a level where a reasonable experience for the user may be achieved. These levels also indicate the level that a user may expect that a client has been tested. Results may be less than satisfactory, or may preclude use of a site, if the user chooses to use anything less than those levels shown.


�	Netscape® is a registered trademark of Netscape Communications Corp.


3	Internet® Explorer is a registered trademark of Microsoft Corporation.


4	ActiveX® is a registered trademark of Microsoft Corporation.


5	Adobe®, Acrobat®, and Reader® are registered trademarks of Adobe.


6	ICA® is a registered trademark of Citrix Systems Inc.


1	Specific products should be reviewed prior to implementation for Year 2000 compliance. Examples provided represent a non-comprehensive set of configurations that a client may use. This example list in no way should be construed as an endorsement by NAESB WGQ of any specific products. Other products meeting the minimum technical characteristics of the client workstation may be used.


2	Windows® is a registered trademark of Microsoft Corporation.


1	Technical implementations above represent a non-comprehensive set of choices which an implementer may use. This list in no way should be construed as an endorsement by NAESB WGQ of any specific products. Other products supporting technical implementation may be used.


2	Pentium® is a registered trademark of Intel Corporation.


System 98® and Mac® OS XSystem 9®  are registered trademarks of Apple Computers, Inc.


Solaris® is a registered trademark of Sun Microsystems, Inc.


   ICA® is a registered trademark of Citrix Systems Inc.


   JAVA® is a registered trademark of Sun Microsystems, Inc.
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