Tennessee Valley Authority (TVA)

Comments on Energy Day Pipeline/Generator Communication Standards
TVA is supportive of the overall Energy Day effort and has participated in all related meetings.  The drafting and approval of the 8 communications standards and 3 accompanying definitions to fulfill NAESB Request R04021 is just a minor step in resolving interdependency issues between the gas and electric industries.  Even though we voted to approve the communications standards in order to move the process along, we are somewhat disappointed in the overall results. 
As an end user of gas for peaking generation, we had envisioned a new process that would allow us to “officially” arrange for gas transportation to meet unexpected needs for peaking generation – generally during early morning hours.  The current gas day (9am – 9am CPT) splits the electric morning peak which normally begins at 6 am.  While the gas industry provides for four nomination cycles – two timely cycles at 11:30 am and 6:30 pm and two intra-day cycles at 10 am and 5pm – there isn’t a nomination period to assist electric companies that typically meet early morning (6 am – 9 am) load fluctuations with gas-fired peaking generation.  Therefore, we believe that an additional early morning nomination cycle is needed to allow generators to meet those early morning peaks.
As an end-user, TVA contracts for many existing services that are designed to provide flexibility for peak generation, but we are generally unable to utilize those services during the time frames when we truly need them.  As such, the purchase of those services doesn’t provide an opportunity to arrange transportation to meet system requirements during early morning hours which forces us to move to alternate fuels or import power from the electric grid if transmission capacity is even available.
As we move forward with this process, it is our hope that we will be able to resolve our dilemma as an end-user.  Perhaps, this will occur when we address the remaining open issues relating to Energy Day.
