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1. 
Administrative

Ms. Van Pelt called the meeting to order and welcomed participants.  Mr. Oncken gave the antitrust advice and took roll of attendees.  Mr. Young moved, seconded by Mr. Gracey, to adopt the draft agenda as posted.  The motion passed unanimously.  

2.
Review of the following Business Practices Requests for discussion and possible vote:  R03035B - Florida Power and Light - Discussion only

Ms. Van Pelt reviewed the following motion that was adopted at the June 22, 2005 NAESB Board of Directors Meeting:  
Mr. Haynes moved that the Board keep Part C of Request R03035 in abeyance, and to instruct the WGQ Executive Committee to add Part B to the Annual Plan for 2006 with the understanding that work related to the reporting of gas quality specifications is associated with the development of reporting procedures and not the standardization of the measurement itself.  

She also reviewed the section of the June 22 Board minutes where this issue was discussed (that section begins on page 6 of the Board minutes).  

Ms. Gussow stated the discussion held at the Board meeting, while a departure from what was originally contemplated by her request, described the addition of another column of information discussing the method used to calculate each of the characteristics.  Ms. Gussow noted the “methods” column was originally discussed during the subcommittee’s processing of Request R03035A, but not included in the subcommittee’s recommendation.  Ms. Gussow referenced two working papers posted for this meeting, and suggested the “analytical test method” column on page 3 of the Natural Gas Spec Sheet working paper would address the issue. 

The subcommittee discussed whether it would be appropriate to integrate the test method standard with the gas quality standards that were adopted pursuant to Recommendation R03035A.  Ms. Van Pelt stated that drafting a standard that would allow the posting of the information in a table or a link to tariff provisions would be consistent with the standards developed in the previous recommendation.  Ms. Gussow stated that would be an acceptable result, but not her preference.  
The subcommittee discussed what types of information would be included in the “methods” column.  Ms. Davis clarified that another organization’s standard could be referenced (ex. GPA 2261).  Ms. Gussow agreed that would be the appropriate data to be included, but requested that a year be indicated so parties could pinpoint the exact calculations.  The subcommittee also clarified that the data would be included “as available,” meaning that only that information that is currently available in the tariffs would be included.  This treatment is appropriate since the subcommittee is not addressing issues discussed in the NGC+ papers.  
The subcommittee also discussed whether the test method should be included for the commingled gas stream or the heating value of each of the components.  Mr. Rogers noted that the heating value (BTU) is derived before C7 – C9.  Ms. Gussow explained that having access to the heating value for the individual components provides customers with more information, and that information allows public utilities to fulfill due diligence requirements in verifying that invoice calculations are correct.  
Ms. Davis noted that information year-specific information might not be available, because a chromatograph will state the measurement standard being used for calculations, but might not attach a year to that reference.  She added that lack of information could make it difficult for customers to duplicate the calculations if it is critical that a year be identified.  Mr. Love added that chromatographs are point-specific and pipelines might have different models of chromatographs across their system.  Mr. Rogers added that all chromatographs are tested and produce consistent results, regardless of the measurement standard used for calculations.  
There was some concern that providing the test method would not provide the information that customers are seeking, because a chromatograph could produce an incorrect answer for a number of reasons.  Ms. Davis added that the granularity of detail in the request could produce a large volume of information.  Mr. Rogers stated knowledge of the test method would not answer the question of whether pipelines are accurately calculating heating value, but added that all of the chromatographs are subject to audit. 
Ms. Gussow explained that her organization maintains a lab and has an engineering team that monitors gas quality because there is a responsibility to verify that the fuel bill is being accurately calculated.  She added that monitoring the accuracy of the information that feeds into those calculations is equally important.  She stated her organization’s ultimate goal is to establish a basis for consistency in how the heating value for each of the components is calculated.  She added that her organization wants to begin to establish better monitoring systems so it can better understand the quality of natural gas being delivered.  
The subcommittee developed the following proposed standard based on NAESB WGQ Standard 4.3.89:
Proposed Standard 4.3.x:  Transportation Service Provider (TSP) should provide on its Informational Posting website a link to its tariff provisions (or where no tariff exists to the general terms and conditions) referencing the analytical test method(s) used to calculate the value for the natural gas quality attributes.  Alternatively, the TSP may provide a simple reference guide to such information or add the information to the reference guide provided for by NAESB WGQ Standard 4.3.89. 
It was noted that the proposed standard expands the concept in NAESB WGQ Standard 4.3.89 because the TSP would have the option to either: 1) provide a link to tariff provisions; 2) create an independent reference guide; or 3) add the information to the reference guide developed under NAESB WGQ Standard 4.3.89.  The subcommittee will consider this proposed standard for a potential vote at an upcoming meeting.
Ms. Van Pelt stated that although the NAESB gas quality standards might not go as far as some parties would like, they could equip the industry to handle potential tariff changes resulting from the NGC+ paper.  Ms. Gussow agreed that the standards provide a good foundation.  
3.
Next Meeting(s) and Agenda

A follow-up conference call for this topic was scheduled for October 20, 2005 from 10:00 to noon Central.  Proposed standard 4.3.x is scheduled for a possible vote at this conference call.
4.
Adjourn

The meeting adjourned at 10:31 a.m. Central.  
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