Baltimore Gas and Electric Company
Joint REQ/RGQ Comments on

2006 Retail Annual Plan Item No. 1(a)

TEIS Billing & Payment Recommendation

Baltimore Gas and Electric (BGE) hereby submits its comments on behalf of both the Retail Electric Quadrant (REQ) and the Retail Gas Quadrant (RGQ) on the 2006 Retail Annual Plan Item 1(a) – Technical Electronic Implementation Subcommittee (TEIS) Billing & Payment Recommendation.

First and foremost, BGE commends the Information Requirements Subcommittee (IR) and TEIS on their outstanding effort, dedication and resulting work product.  The document is comprehensive, detailed, and an excellent tool for all Market Participants.  The comments that follow should in no way be construed as detracting from the quality of the efforts of IR and TEIS, and their resulting work product.

Defined Terms

The document contains a number of capitalized terms that are not Defined Terms as established by the Glossary Subcommittee.  In other cases, the document has listed definitions for some of the terms which have not been reviewed by the Glossary Subcommittee (for example DUNS+4 on page 3).  Further, there are some capitalized terms which are listed in the Data Dictionary.
To move the IR/TEIS work product forward for ratification, BGE suggests the Executive Committee take the following actions:

1.
Establish a small Working Group to review the document to replace the capital letters in undefined terms with lower case letters.  Terms with associated definitions in the document should be left as they are.  Assuming the Executive Committee votes the document to be sent for ratification providing the capitalization is corrected, the Working Group should complete its work within a short period of time, and provide the resultant document to the NAESB Office for the ratification vote.
2.
Direct the Business Practices Subcommittee (BPS) to review the document to identify those terms which should be defined.  BPS should prepare and submit a Request to Triage to have the Glossary Subcommittee develop definitions for the terms identified consistent with existing Defined Terms.

The Executive Committee should also decide whether the definitions, once developed, for the terms listed in the Request, as well as any others identified in the future as the result of technical development of Model Business Practices, should be:

1.
Placed in a separate Technical Glossary, or
2.
Included in the existing Master List of Defined Terms in Book 0.

BGE recommends the second option to avoid the creation of multiple Glossaries (one could also argue that a separate Glossary could be developed for terms used in model contracts developed by the Contracts Subcommittee), and to avoid possible different definitions for the same term.
The Executive Committee should also determine if a term that is included in the Data Dictionary should be further defined in a Glossary.  BGE recommends that such a term not be defined in a Glossary and that a notation/footnote be made whenever the term is used in the document that “the term is a data element in the Data Dictionary”.
Some of the terms that may require definitions are (please note that this is not a comprehensive list):

· Customer ID

· Service Delivery ID

· Account Number
· Supplier of Record
· Sender

· Receiver

· Usage

· Service Periods

· Invoices

· Billing Usage

· Transformer Loss Factor

· Interval Time

· Taxing Entity

Additional MBPs Required

During the course of their work, IR and TEIS identified some areas that were not addressed by Model Business Practices.  BGE recommends that the Executive Committee direct the Business Practices Subcommittee (BPS) to prepare and submit a Request to Triage to have additional Model Business Practices developed based on the findings of IR and TEIS.
The following areas need to be addressed:

· Reversal and Reissue(EDI ANSI X-12 810)

· Transformer Loss Factors

· Budget Billing and Payment Plans

· Missed Bill Windows

The last sentence in the paragraph titled “Old Customer ID” on page 4 appears to be something that should be a Model Business Practice.

Acronyms


BGE notes that the document uses acronyms in several places.  While BGE does not believe that this is a flaw in the document, acronyms are generally not used in the Model Business Practices.


The document, however, does use REQ and RGQ (2 places on page 3) and BGE questions whether this is appropriate.  While generally understood by active NAESB participants, they may not be widely understood.  BGE suggests replacing them with “Retail Electric and Retail Gas Quadrants”.

Minor Editorial Comments

· In the last line on page 3, “agreement” should be capitalized.

· The last phrase of this sentence should read “…including the Billing Services Agreement [outlined in Appendix ??] Outline for Consolidated Billing in RXQ.6.4”.
· On page 5, the first sentence of the third paragraph under “Service Period, Start Date, End Date” should read “Service Periods should [be] overlap from month to month”.

· On page 10, the second paragraph should read “The Billing Usage transaction supports all market billing models (Dual Billing, Consolidated Billing - Bill Ready and Rate Ready, and Single Retail[er] Supplier Billing [option])”.
<<  BGEcomments-BillPay050906  >>
