R06008

North American Energy Standards Board

Request for Initiation of a NAESB Standard for Electronic Business Transactions

or 

Enhancement of an Existing NAESB Standard for Electronic Business Transactions
   Date of Request:  May 12, 2006

1.  Submitting Entity & Address:




    
National Fuel Gas Distribution Corporation





6363 Main Street





Williamsville, NY 14221

2.  Contact Person, Phone #, Fax #, Electronic Mailing Address:





Name 
:     
Michael Novak




Title 
:     
Asst. General Manager





Phone  :  
(716) 857-7884





Fax 
:
(716) 857-7254





E‑mail
:
novakm@natfuel.com

3.  Description of Proposed Standard or Enhancement:

While the implementation of NAESB WGQ Standard 4.3.90 (and other related standards) by most Transportation Service Providers (TSPs) has been commendable, some TSPs interpreted the standards language to limit the data to be provided to just those items specified within their tariffs.  This was counter to the intention of the Executive Committee (EC) - that all available data at representative points be made available.  For example, some TSPs post BTU values but none of the hydrocarbon components.  The language of 4.3.90 can be read (but misinterpreted) to provide for such a result, therefore, modifications are proposed to reduce that ambiguous nature of the existing standards language.  These proposed changes will still preserve another intention of the EC - that implementation of 4.3.90 would not require procurement of incremental gas quality equipment by the TSP.

Additionally, the addition of Wobbe Number to the list of gas quality attributes reflects growing industry acceptance of Wobbe as a key measure of interchangeability [e.g. 1) NGC+ White Paper on Natural Gas Interchangeability and Non-Combustion End Use, 2) Initial Decision Docket Nos. RP04-249-001, April 11, 2006]

Standard:

4.3.90 The Transportation Service Provider (TSP) should provide on its Informational Postings Web Site daily average gas quality information for prior gas day(s), to the extent available, for location(s) that are representative of mainline gas flow. The information available for the identified location(s) should be provided in a downloadable format. Information should be reported in units as specified in the tariff or general terms and conditions.  In any event, compliance with gas quality requirements is in accordance with the TSP’s tariff or general terms and conditions.
The following are examples of gas quality attributes that could should be included, to the extent measured, collected, readily calculated or otherwise available, in the posting for the applicable Gas Day(s) and location(s):

• Heating Value

• Wobbe Number

• Hydrocarbon Components, % of C1 – Cnn, as used in determining Heating Value

• Specific Gravity

• Water

• Nitrogen

• Carbon Dioxide

• Oxygen

• Hydrogen

• Helium

• Total Sulfur

• Hydrogen Sulfide

• Carbonyl Sulfide

• Mercaptans

• Mercury and/or any other contaminants being measured

• Other pertinent gas quality information that is specified in the TSP’s tariff or the general terms and conditions.

For NAESB WGQ Standard 4.3.91, some Transportation Service Providers (TSPs) meet the letter of the standard by providing data but make access to the data unnecessarily difficult.  For example, data from the required three month-period is available through download one day at a time (instead of the user requested period) or for a given day, for one point rather than for user selected points. The intent of the proposed modification to 4.3.91 is to put a minimum performance standard on the availability of data.
Standard:

4.3.91 Data provided pursuant to NAESB WGQ Standard No. 4.3.90 should be made available on the Transportation Service Provider’s Web Site for the most recent three-month period. At minimum, data for the most recent three-month period should be made available through a single user operation for:

• For a single location representative of mainline gas flow, all Gas Day(s)

• For a single Gas Day, all location(s) representative of mainline gas flow.

Beyond the initial three-month period, the historical data should be made available offline in accordance with regulatory requirements.

4.  Use of Proposed Standard or Enhancement (include how the standard will be used, documentation on the description of the proposed standard, any existing documentation of the proposed standard, and required communication protocols): 

The proposed changes are consistent with the current usage.

5.  Description of Any Tangible or Intangible Benefits to the Use of the Proposed Standard or Enhancement:

Gas Quality and particularly Interchangeability are, in part, safety issues.  Industry participants need access to all available data so that more informed business and regulatory decisions can be made.

6.  Estimate of Incremental Specific Costs to Implement Proposed Standard or Enhancement:

There are some TSPs that already calculate and provide a Wobbe Number – these pipelines should see no incremental cost.  For most TSPs, there will be nothing more than the incremental cost of computing and proving the Wobbe number (a function of available data: BTU (LHV) and Specific Gravity).  For those TSPs that did not implement consistent with the intention of the EC, costs could be higher.  In either case, because the data is available and will not require procurement of incremental gas quality equipment by the TSP, costs should be limited to software development and otherwise be negligible.

7.  Description of Any Specific Legal or Other Considerations:

None known at this time.

8.  If This Proposed Standard or Enhancement Is Not Tested Yet, List Trading Partners Willing to Test Standard or Enhancement (Corporations and contacts):

9.  If This Proposed Standard or Enhancement Is In Use, Who are the Trading Partners :

TSPs and Service Requestors utilizing the Standards as currently implemented.

10.  Attachments (such as : further detailed proposals, transaction data descriptions, information flows, implementation guides, business process descriptions, examples of ASC ANSI X12 mapped transactions):

Minor modifications may be necessary as described above.

