R05026


North American Energy Standards Board
Request for Initiation of a NAESB Business Practice Standard, Model Business Practice or Electronic Transaction
or 

Enhancement of an Existing NAESB Business Practice Standard, Model Business Practice or Electronic Transaction
Instructions:


1.
Please fill out as much of the requested information as possible.  It is mandatory to provide a contact name, phone number and fax number to which questions can be directed.  If you have an electronic mailing address, please make that available as well.


2.
Attach any information you believe is related to the request.  The more complete your request is, the less time is required to review it.


3.
Once completed, send your request to:




Rae McQuade




NAESB, Executive Director




1301 Fannin, Suite 2350



Houston, TX  77002




Phone:  713‑356‑0060



Fax:      713‑356‑0067



by either mail, fax, or to NAESB’s email address, naesb@naesb.org.

Once received, the request will be routed to the appropriate subcommittees for review.

Please note that submitters should provide the requests to the NAESB office in sufficient time so that the NAESB Triage Subcommittee may fully consider the request prior to taking action on it.  It is preferable that the request be submitted a minimum of 3 business days prior to the Triage Subcommittee meetings.  Those meeting schedules are posted on the NAESB web site at http://www.naesb.org/monthly_calendar.asp.

North American Energy Standards Board
Request for Initiation of a NAESB Business Practice Standard, Model Business Practice or Electronic Transaction

or 

Enhancement of an Existing NAESB Business Practice Standard, Model Business Practice or Electronic Transaction
   Date of Request:   October 11, 2005
1.  Submitting Entity & Address:




    
Terry Dodson – Calpine





717 Texas Avenue




Suite 1000





Houston, TX 77002

2.  Contact Person, Phone #, Fax #, Electronic Mailing Address:





Name 
:     
Terry Dodson




Title 
:     
___________________________________





Phone :  
___________________________________





Fax 
:
___________________________________





E‑mail
:
___________________________________

3.  Description of Proposed Standard or Enhancement:
Incrementally improve OASIS through the following:
A. Standardize the method of communication between transmission providers from point to point (analogous to the standard communication procedures followed by the interstate natural gas pipelines in electronically transmitting transactional information).

B. Review and modify the method in which standards are implemented to allow for more uniformity among Market Information Systems. 
· Currently, non-standard systems are not successful in communicating with each other.  This enhancement would provide the market with more information in a “standard” format, so that the market can make better decisions.  This enhancement is commercial in nature and should be national in its scope.  An example approach to this request could be the setting up a “standard” for communication between Market Information Systems (common schema, API, etc.) without mandating a “standard” MIS implementation.  attempting to talk to each other.  This enhancement does not require a change in tariff.  It would affect RTOs/ISOs, market participants, vendors, and Purchasing-Selling Entities (PSE’s).  
C. Adapt OASIS systems to better interface directly with energy trading platforms
· This enhancement would include OASIS capability to reference Energy Sale Tag as a cross reference and provide for a more effective method of verifying complete tags.  Such a standard does not exist in a uniform method.  If developed, it would allow for better understanding of transmission service use by the market.  This enhancement is commercial and should be developed on a national level.  This is a new enhancement or standard and would affect all market participants.  
D. Review and study of TSRs for Day Ahead need to be accomplished before market functions for next-day close (10-11am for most market regions).
· This standard would allow for coordination between the TP response and market closing for day ahead transmission studies.  There are two major markets on short term – real time and day ahead.  In order for market functions to coordinate day ahead, the analysis is performed before the trading stops the day before.  It is not efficient for TSR to be studied after the energy trades are completed.  The studies should be completed before the market closes the next day.  Such a standard would allow for market participants to have a better understanding of what is available and create a more efficient market place.  This standard is commercial in nature and should be national in scope.  It would affect market participants that deal with short term trading and procurement.    

E. Represent ALL pre-Order 888 (“grandfathered”) transmission and ancillary services in current use in OASIS.
· Currently, when transmission service is shown on OASIS, it is supposed to represent all of the service that has been procured by market participants to do functions.  Transmission rights in existence before the issuance of FERC Order 888 were grandfathered and the Order did not mandate that these transmission rights be included in OASIS.  It is difficult to have a full understanding of all commercial sales, when grandfathered transmission rights are not apparent.  Utilities that own these rights should be required to use an OASIS number when they redirect.  Such a standard would provide for a more efficient and equitable market and should be national.  This enhancement would affect market participants that do not possess knowledge of the grandfathered transmissions. This standard is commercial in nature. 
F. Eliminate masking of TSR tag source and sink when request status is denied, withdrawn, refused, displaced, invalid, declined, annulled or retracted.
· FERC required that transition service tags that are in study and haven’t been confirmed keep confidential the Source and Sink of the tag.  The goal was to keep participants from manipulating the market based on what other participants are doing.  However, there is no need to mask the Source and Sink once service has been denied.  This information should only be masked during the study time frame.   The enhancement would be beneficial in stopping the blockage of an entity’s transition service by other market participants.  It would also help put an end to participants giving false study claims to bias the market interaction –i.e. “stacking the queue”.  This enhancement should apply to all market participants.  It impacts FERC Order 888.  The standard is commercial in nature and should be national in its scope.  
G. Use same TSR tag number when status is changed to recall; do not create a new TSR tag number for this event.
· When a service request is submitted and confirmed but there is a mistake and subsequent recall, the status of the tag does not change.  Rather, a new order is created.  It then becomes difficult to confirm a service request because of the need to locate the new order.  This enhancement would improve the market through better communication to Transmission customers and provide for more efficiency in transmission service procurement.  This enhancement is commercial in nature and should be national in its scope.  
H. Reduce multiple POR, POD, source, and sink listings that represent the same joint to just one acronym for each.
· Many acronyms are employed in OASIS to represent the same points of receipts and delivery.  This enhancement would provide for a better understanding of the OASIS tag and of the market itself.  It should be national in its coverage and is a commercial change.   
I. Allow for multiple Redirect TSR numbers to be entered on the same Original reservation tag.
· To redirect with an end point at a different location requires a new reservation tag.  The status of the old tag is not changed.  A new number is assigned for redirect.  It would be more efficient to update the old tag for market participants.  This change is commercial in nature and should be national in its scope.
J. Initiate standard that requires ALL historical transmission service reservations to be available for review up to a number of years in the past.
· The capability to retrieve historical transmission service request information for certain period of time in past is needed.  The availability of this information would provide for a better understanding of historical use of the market.  This enhancement is commercial in nature and its scope should be national.  This request for standards development suggests a historical information time frame of 3 years.
K. Initiate standard that eliminates disparity of posting “sensitive” information. This standard should also include procedures of user certification that allows access to this class of information.
· Information that is entitled to protection on the OASIS website is not interpreted in a standardized method.  A standardized security application for OASIS is needed.  This enhancement would provide for more consistent availability of information for market participants.  This enhancement should be national in its scope and would affect all market participants.  
L. Enhance the TSR result postings to allow showing of (i) limiting transmission elements and (ii) available generation dispatch options that would allow acceptance of reservation request.
· An enhancement is needed to the existing study process for transmission service to show what caused the decline of service requests.  In particular, the enhancement should assist in identifying specific transmission elements that would restrict the commercial flow of power and in identifying generation redispatch options that would allow a successful service request study.  This enhancement would assist in making those that have been declined transmission service aware of the reasons behind the decline.  This standard is commercial in nature and should be national in its scope.  It would require a change to the tariff.  Transmission service customers would be impacted. 
M. Standardize the availability of TSR study result postings, eliminating practice of some Transmission Owners that charge for viewing these documents.
· Transmission owners should post service request study results free of charge for public viewing.  The studies have already been paid for by the customer requesting the service. This enhancement would make information more open and lead to a more efficient market.  The standard is commercial in nature and should be national in its scope.  Customers procuring transmission service are affected.  
4.  Use of Proposed Standard or Enhancement (include how the standard will be used, documentation on the description of the proposed standard, any existing documentation of the proposed standard, and required communication protocols): 

The proposed enhancement to the OASIS Standards will allow for more uniformity in implementation across OASIS sites.  Additionally, the proposed enhancements will increase the functionality of OASIS.
5.  Description of Any Tangible or Intangible Benefits to the Use of the Proposed Standard or Enhancement:
More uniform implementation of OASIS systems should allow for more efficiency.  In addition, standardization would provide for a less fragmented system of implementation across the grid.  

6.  Estimate of Incremental Specific Costs to Implement Proposed Standard or Enhancement:

Not determinable at this time.
7.  Description of Any Specific Legal or Other Considerations:
Other Considerations: These items were part of the original list of items by Calpine to be included in this request.  However, after further development it was determined that they were mainly reliability in nature.  Consequently, NAESB will notify NERC of the following items:

Improve ATC posting timing requirements to represent most current conditions as soon as possible.

· This enhancement would provide for standardized hourly procurement timeframes.  Such a standard would improve the ability of the market to optimize transmission service use by providing better real time operations of the transmission system.  The enhancement would is mainly reliability in nature and should be developed on a national scale.  This enhancement would affect all market participants.    

Standardize calculated ATC values (including scenario analyzer functions), to accommodate for differing commercial operations in each market region.

· Currently, Transmission Providers have their own specific way to calculate Available Transmission Capacity (ATC).  The TPs utilize a scenario analyzer in the process – conditions are inserted and the system performs its analysis.  The analyzers are not standardized in operations – i.e. they are not standardized in how much credit is received for firm v. non-firm, how much credit is received from point to point, or in how they perform market participations. The process to analyze the capabilities of ATC should be nationalized and all participants should perform under the same guidelines and operate in the same manner.  A common understanding of the process used to determine ATC is needed.  This enhancement is mostly reliability in nature.  Such a standard would require changes in tariffs and would affect all market participants.  

Standardize TLR posting requirements, eliminating practices of some Transmission Owners that do no show transmission service curtailments unless they affect transactions across their control area boundary.
· Some transmission owners only post a TLR to NERC if curtailment impacted flow outside the Control Area.  If it is outside of the Control Area, the transmission owners will instead record it as a transmission problem.  More accurate information is needed on transmission capability.  The enhancement is reliability in nature and its scope should be national.  This enhancement would also affect all market participants and regulatory officials.

In addition, the original list of items provided by Calpine contained the following item that was determined to be a legal consideration:

Perform routine auditing to ensure all functions a Transmission Owner’s OATT represents are actually allowed by its OASIS website.
· Transmission Providers apply too much bias against the service request capability.  TPs should follow the described process outlined in their own OATT.  Performance should be measured against the process in the OATT.  This enhancement would improve the market by having transmission request studied as required by tariff.  This enhancement is commercial in nature and should be national in its scope.  Transmission customers and owners will be affected.  This enhancement could affect FERC policy.

8.  If This Proposed Standard or Enhancement Is Not Tested Yet, List Trading Partners Willing to Test Standard or Enhancement (Corporations and contacts):

9.  If This Proposed Standard or Enhancement Is In Use, Who are the Trading Partners:

Not applicable.
10.  Attachments (such as : further detailed proposals, transaction data descriptions, information flows, implementation guides, business process descriptions, examples of ASC ANSI X12 mapped transactions):
For further details regarding the contents of this request please reference “Calpine – presentation” located on the NAESB website at http://www.naesb.org/pdf2/weq_oasis2_032905w19.doc.  
In addition, the minutes where the contents of the above presentation were discussed (March 29, 2005 NERC/NAESB Future of OASIS Conference) are located on the NAESB website at http://www.naesb.org/pdf2/weq_ess_oasis2_032905rm.doc.  A transcript of the March 29, 2005 Future of OASIS Conference can be obtained through ACE Federal Reporting, contact information provided on the NAESB website at http://www.naesb.org/weq/weq_ess_oasis_2.asp) 

