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North American Energy Standards Board
Request for Initiation of a NAESB Standard for Electronic Business Transactions

or 

Enhancement of an Existing NAESB Standard for Electronic Business Transactions
Instructions:


1.
Please fill out as much of the requested information as possible.  It is mandatory to provide a contact name, phone number and fax number to which questions can be directed.  If you have an electronic mailing address, please make that available as well.


2.
Attach any information you believe is related to the request.  The more complete your request is, the less time is required to review it.


3.
Once completed, send your request to:




Rae McQuade




NAESB, Executive Director




1301 Fannin, Suite 2350



Houston, TX  77002




Phone:  713‑356‑0060



Fax:      713‑356‑0067



by either mail, fax, or to NAESB’s email address, naesb@aol.com.

Once received, the request will be routed to the appropriate subcommittees for review.

North American Energy Standards Board
Request for Initiation of a NAESB Standard for Electronic Business Transactions

or 

Enhancement of an Existing NAESB Standard for Electronic Business Transactions
      Date of Request:   June 1, 2005
1.  Submitting Entity & Address:



    
El Paso Eastern Pipelines





P.O. Box 2511





Houston, TX 77252-2511

2.  Contact Person, Phone #, Fax #, Electronic Mailing Address:



Mark Gracey




Charlie Bass



713-420-3688




713-676-3801



713-420-7152




713-445-9124


Mark.Gracey@elpaso.com


Charlie.Bass@elpaso.com

3.  Description of Proposed Standard or Enhancement:

El Paso Eastern Pipelines requests NAESB to modify existing and/or develop additional standard(s) for displaying Entity codes when D-U-N-S Numbers do not exist.
4.  Use of Proposed Standard or Enhancement (include how the standard will be used, documentation on the description of the proposed standard, any existing documentation of the proposed standard, and required communication protocols): 

According to various NAESB Version 1.7 Standards, if an entity does not have a D-U-N-S Number then industry participants should mutually agree to use the Transportation Service Provider’s (TSP) proprietary entity code.  In order to facilitate displaying the entity code with the proper corresponding standardized business name or abbreviation as specified in Data Dictionaries, the TSP must either 1) maintain two data elements and consequently waste valuable display space for the data element that will not be populated, or 2) maintain one data element and develop program logic to determine the proper corresponding  business name or abbreviation to display.  This second alternative may be a viable option when the display is a form, but does not work when the display is a matrix.  As an alternative to maintaining two data elements, El Paso Eastern Pipelines is requesting that NAESB also adopt a data solution that will allow industry participants to 1) maintain a simpler data structure with only one data element for an entity code, 2) eliminate the need for additional program logic to determine the proper corresponding business name or abbreviation to display, and 3) allow trading partners to identify that an entity code is not a D-U-N-S Number.  One data solution would be through the use of an alpha character in the entity code.  The current data fields for entities are alpha-numeric and will allow for alpha characters.  Since D-U-N-S Numbers are always numeric, the existence of an alpha character would immediately identify that the entity code displayed is not a D-U-N-S Number. Additionally, the footnote related to the entity common code could be changed from “* Indicates Common Code” to “* Indicates Common Code unless an alpha character is present”.
5.  Description of Any Tangible or Intangible Benefits to the Use of the Proposed Standard or Enhancement:

6.  Estimate of Incremental Specific Costs to Implement Proposed Standard or Enhancement:

The data solution would be an alternative to the existing standards and should not cause any industry participant to alter any existing NAESB Version 1.7 compliant display(s). Accommodating a data solution results in no winner or loser for the method of addressing the display problem where a D-U-N-S Number for entity does not exist.  The standard will save significant system redesign costs for many industry participants.
7.  Description of Any Specific Legal or Other Considerations:



N/A

8.  If This Proposed Standard or Enhancement Is Not Tested Yet, List Trading Partners Willing to Test Standard or Enhancement (Corporations and contacts):




N/A

9.  If This Proposed Standard or Enhancement Is In Use, Who are the Trading Partners:



N/A
10.  Attachments (such as : further detailed proposals, transaction data descriptions, information flows, implementation guides, business process descriptions, examples of ASC ANSI X12 mapped transactions):

