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WHOLESALE ELECTRIC QUADRANT STANDARDS REQUEST GUIDE

The information provided in a Standards Request should provide a cause and effect description of the standard the submitter has requested.  The information may include specifics on how the user/customer will benefit.  All Standards Requests should be tailored so they can be reviewed for such activities as:  assignment to quadrant/subcommittee, for scope determination, priority setting, and as guidance for standards drafting purposes.

The following are some suggestions to aid in the Standards Request drafting process, which may be included on the request itself or as an attachment to the request.  Please note that many of the items listed below may be established during the drafting of the standard.  Clearly, not all information can be known and supported prior to subcommittee standards development efforts.
1.
Submitting Entity & Address.  This section is provided for the submitter to provide information about the entity that is submitting the request.  The submitting entity can be a NAESB subcommittee, a NAESB member, a non-member, a governmental agency, or any interested party that operates in the wholesale electric market.  It is assumed that the submitting entity will participate in the development of the standards that result from the request.  In fact, the requestor may be asked to take a leadership role in such development.
2.
Contact Information.  This section is provided to identify the submitter.  The contact person does not have to be employed by the submitting entity, but should represent the submitting entity.  If the submitting entity is a NAESB subcommittee, the contact will be the request drafter or the subcommittee chair(s).

3.
Description of Proposed Standard or Enhancement.  This section allows the submitter to describe its vision of how the standard or enhancement would be used by the marketplace and a scope of the request to define what business processes the standard would change.  For example:
Vision - Is the request seeking a new standard, or is it seeking to change existing standards?  The vision statement lets people know what the submitter sees as the “big change.”

Example:  “The OASIS II standard is a set of rules, requirements, and business practices surrounding wholesale power markets and the customer interface.  Unlike OASIS I, OASIS II is an all inclusive solution that will incorporate energy markets, electronic scheduling, and other additional functions to be determined by the standard drafting body as appropriate.”

Scope – The request may include a description of the business processes expected to change if standards are implemented to comply with this request.  Similarly, a description may be provided for processes that are NOT expected to change if standards are implemented to comply with this request.
Example:  “These timing requirements will affect the implementation of NERC’s E-Tag system.  They will not affect the timing requirements associated with the OASIS or any market systems.”

Functionality – May include the functions the submitter expects to be addressed in the development of the standard.

Example:  “AFC calculations should consist of the following process…”

4.
Use of Proposed Standard or Enhancement.  This section is provided for the submitter to explain how the standard will be used, to provide any documentation on the description of the proposed standard, and to provide any known communication protocols.  For example:
Requirements and Criteria – The submitter may provide information that details how the standard is to be used, who is the targeted audience, any proposed roles and responsibilities specific to the standard, and a “success” scenario that would result when the standard is implemented.  Any requirements, such as use of technologies and timing requirements may also be noted.
5.
Description of Any Tangible or Intangible Benefits to the Use of the Proposed Standard or Enhancement.  This section is provided for the submitter to describe any benefits to the use of the standard.  For example:
Usability – Will the requested standard provide additional functionality including new information, more frequent information, more detailed or more summarized information to support the given business practice(s) to be implemented as part of the standard?

Example:  “The Customer should be able to see AFC postings updated every hour.”

What are the criteria for successful implementation of this standard?
Example:  “By having consistent AFC calculations, transmission customers can reduce delivery risk and associated costs by knowing the transmission criteria utilized in the AFC process.”

Example:  “By updating AFCs on an hourly basis, the Transmission customer can reduce the risk associated with taking forward positions in the energy market without complete knowledge of the associated transmission market.”

6.
Estimate of Incremental Specific Costs to Implement Proposed Standard or Enhancement.  This information may include any incremental costs to be incurred to implement the standard.  The submitter may also note if costs to implement the standard were addressed through separate activities.  For example, if the information is to be posted on a web site that already exists, the cost to build the web site would not be included as costs.
7.
Description of Any Specific Legal or Other Considerations.  This section is provided for the submitter to identify any state or federal regulatory considerations which would impact this standard as well as considerations in tariffs or contracts.  As an example, if the implementation is needed to comply with existing FERC orders, or if it is needed to be consistent with related ANSI standards, that information should be noted under item 7.
8.
List Trading Partners Willing to Test Standard or Enhancement.  This section is provided for the submitter to explain if testing is required for technical implementation, such as to implement technical transactions in addition to business practices.  If the standard would only require business practices, the submitter may list any companies who currently support the standard and who are currently willing to implement the standard.  If the standard requires use of XML or X.12 EDI, then companies willing to test the transactions should be noted, if known.
9.
Who are the Trading Partners?  If the proposed standard is already in use, this section allows the submitter to list trading partners who currently employ the business practices.
10.
Attachments.  This section allows the submitter to provide any additional attachments to provide additional information that will aid to process the request.  Attachments can include but are not limited to: informational requirements, code values, business process flow charts, transactions mapped to support EDI, or XML, or related standards information from ANSI, DISA, IEEE, or other similar organizations.
