NAESB Version 0

Comments of the Bonneville Power Administration Transmission Business Line

In general, BPA supports the NAESB goal of developing standard business practices to compliment and support NERC standards development.  However, with respect to NAESB development of standards that may have reliability impacts, we have the following concerns:

ACE, Time Error Correction, and Inadvertent Interchange Payback

ACE

BPA has a concern that there needs to be one central process for development of standards associated with ACE.  Such standards associated with generation control have significant reliability implications and the decision to split these standards between NERC and NAESB should be revisited. The ACE equation, including special cases, should all be addressed in a NERC reliability standard.

Inadvertent Interchange Payback

The method of Inadvertent Interchange Payback (via Automatic Time Error Control [ATEC]) in place within the WECC is intimately tied to reliability. It involves a modification of the Area Control Error equation. This equation is contained in the Energy Management Systems and Automatic Generation Control Systems of the member organizations. These systems and algorithms are the basis for controlling generation and managing reliability.

The Standard as written provides for "other methods" of Payback  (see paragraph 1.2), implying that the agreed upon and "in practice" WECC ATEC would be an acceptable method of payback under the Standard. However, because of the nature of the systems used to calculate and implement the Inadvertent Interchange Payback, BPA does not believe that a voluntary standard or business practice is adequate to assure that Inadvertent Interchange gets settled in the prescribed manner.

BPA would like to have resolution of these issues prior to implementation of this standard. BPA feels that a re-consideration of the Joint Inadvertent Interchange Task Force (JIITF) decision is in order in the context of the stated reliability concerns with the WECC ATEC. One possible interim solution would be to include methods of payback which are closely tied to reliability (such as the WECC ATEC) as a NERC standard while bilateral payback via fixed schedules and financial settlements would be covered in this proposed NAESB Business Practice or it's successor.

Manual Time Error Correction

In general BPA feels that time error correction is a reliability issue, not a commercial one. In the WECC, time error is (conceptually at least) continually being “corrected” through Automatic Time Error Control. The nature of the systems utilized to affect this control makes this a reliability concern. Time error is a useful indicator of performance of frequency control and frequency is a major driver for system control, again indicating that this is a reliability issue. Manual Time Error Correction 
is accomplished through coordinated actions (as indicated in the standard itself) of the Reliability Coordinators and Balancing Authorities through an offset to the scheduled frequency. The language itself implies that this is reliability, not commercial and, as such, should be addressed in a NERC standard.

Beyond those reliability concerns, we have issues related to the document itself. The table illustrating the trigger points for manual time error correction does not reflect those triggers actually in practice in the WECC. The table shows a value of 2 seconds of error as the trigger point. WECC has not used this value for several years. The value currently used is +/- 5 seconds. Without this change the table is incorrect. The value in the table should be corrected prior to finalizing this standard.

Additionally, there is language suggesting that no manual time error corrections for fast time should be initiated during the period from 0400 to 1100 Central Time. This limitation applies to the East. Language needs to be added to clarify the fact that this applies to the Eastern Interconnection only. 
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