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Aggust 26, 1996

Ms. Rae MeQuade
Iixeeutive Director

Gos Indwstoy Standards Board
100 Louisiana Street, Suite 4925
I Inustese, TH T2

KE: I'reposed GISH Standands for Electronic Business Transactions
Real Time Availakle Capacity [ofermation

Dear Ms. Me(Quade:

In response to the Federal Energy Begulatory Commission’s (“FERC™) desire expressed in Order
Mo 387, reparding availabilicy ot real tite indormation surrounding available capaeity,
TranstCapacity respectfully submits this praposal for GISE standards relating to Real Time
Available Capacity [nformation.

TransCapacity belicves the definitions and standards as proposed will accomplish the goals of
the order and looks forward to discussion and pussible improvement of the proposal theough the
G158 adoption process.

Should you have any questions or require any additional information, please feel frec to contact
me a2l (508 535-7500, Thank vou,

Sineerely,

James H, Buceigross, Esg,
Legal Counsel

Wietl Beabuady Offize PMark = 423 Pine Stoeer Soie 101 = West Peabody, MA D196

Teleplume 51087 3357500 Faa: (50 53577



a5 lodustry Standurds eard
Request Tor Initiation of 3 GISR Siagdard for Flectronic Busioess Tranagctions
ur Eobaocement af un Eaisting G12B Standurd for Elccteande Business Transactbns

[tnte of Kequest:  Awpusi 21, 19%

I. Submitling Entity & Address;

TransCapacity i.imued Partnershup
83 Finc Street, Suite 10]
W, Peabody, MA 01960

i, Contact Perant, Fhone #, Fax #. Electronic Mailing Address:

Tarnes H, Buceipross

Cormpany Counsel

E-mail: LEGALIB@wcapsery com
Fhome: {5083 535-7500
Facsimile; {508) 335-7744

Cwregory M, Lander

*resident

E-mnail: EXECiEMcapsery.com
I'hoae: {508} 535-T50H)
Facsimile; (508) 5335.7744

4, Description of Propased Sixndacd or Enbancemenl:

The proposed standard encompasscs new business practice standards, definitions
and data clements necessury 1o cnbance an existing GISB standard (GISE
Cupaeity Release - Operationally Available and Unsubscribed Capaeity,
GR400ALC, 003040, June [4, | 996) as requested by the Federal Enerpy
Regulalory Commizsion in Order No. 387 in order to provide available capacity
infermation oo a real tiene basis,

E

The propesed enbanced GISB Capacity Helease - Operationally Availabie agd
Unsubseribed Capacity (*00A™) standard will remain along with the ANSI X.12
A4l docoment, with the addition «f cenain data elements, as discussed below,

[Lats Order Mo, 587, the Federul Energy Regulatory Commission (“FERC™)
instoucted GISE to “explore making information available, un g read time basis, on
lhe wvailability of capacity on the mainline and at individual receipt and delivery
poinls,” The order went on 1o state, “Some of the needed infurmation can be
ablrined through compliance with 1he existing Opetationally Available and
Unsohscrbed Capacity datasets . ... [hlhowever. improvements are necded.
Current data is ngt available on a real lime basis,”
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The order then addressed the negessity for information 1 he available eepanling
£ONE-t0-Z0NC Capacity staling thal “information 13 not availuble on whether gay
can be scheduled into or out aof a paricular zone™

The Crder also stated that current data does not “rellect capacity scheduled during
the day™ and 1bat users should be able w “request information that changed after a
specified date and lime, L. the quantity of available capacity at indivieual
locations which changed due to a newly seheduled yuantity.™ The FERC™s Order
M KT ditters from the curment CHSE (XA datasers which are time-stamped when.
and omly when, they are posted by the pipeline. The current situation requires 1hat
those requesting (3A data, and those responding o the request, must ask
for/deliver ali {}A data even i[oniy one point, or one zone-le-zone tansfer
capacity was changed. Onler Mo 587 provides tihat users should be able w
dovwnload only the intormalion which has changed (as a resull of pewiy schedulad
quantitics} smice a user-specified date and time. Implementation of this
requirement would engble those requesting information w keep track of when
their last request wus processed and subsequently request only 1he data which
changed sitce their last renquest process time.

In prder o lashion these mmprovements and the infrastructure {i.e., the datasels
and requitements [or data clements) necessacy b [ul (11 the requircmenss of Onler
No. SET with respect 1o Real Time Avaiiable Capacity, TransCapacive Limited
Parmershup (“TransCapacity ™y proposes thar {71513 enhance the existing (1A
standard by wlopling and incorperating the following new definitions, business
procesy slamdards and data clements e GLSE™s exisling OA standard.

Proposed Definitions:

I} "Operationglly Available Capacity” is the estimated vperationally useahle
capacity, expressed 45 8 24 hour quanciy, remadming at each nominatable point
and/or feom one zone 10 another zone, for a pas day after taking into accownt the
scheduled gquantityfies) {or the gas day as determined by the Transportation
Service Provider and communicated to Service Requesters through the standard
OO ML PTOLess,

2} “Rcal Time Operationally Availuble Cagacity’ is the quantity of
capacily avallable at each nonunatalle poiet andlior [rom one zone w
another sone, expressed as a 24 houe quantity, alter 1aking into account the
gquantity most recently seheduled at such nommatable point and/or from
one zane to anether zene and cither adding, or subtracting the newly
scheduled quantity as applicable from the previowsly determined
Operationally Available Capacity at the nominatable point andfor from
omne o another zone., for the gas dav.
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3) “Real Time Available Llnsubscribed Cupacity™ is the guantity ol
capacity available at each nominatable point and/or from one zone ta
another zone. expressed as a 24 hour quantity, alier waking inte aceount
CAPACIty acquisition andfor expiration through contrasting activities at
cach nominatable pomt andiur from one zone @ anglher zone. by
sublracting or adding, as applicable, the most recemly acquired or cxpired
quantity, from the (nsubscribed Capacity quantity available at the
nominatable peint andfor trom e zone w another cune prior 1o the
CoOntracting activities,

Proposed Business Process Standards:

1} Gperationally Available and Unsubsenbed Capacity data, reparding the
availability of capacity on the manling and al all individual paints, should
he made avallable rom Transportation Servicee Providers on a veal time
hasis using the cxisting Operatiooatly Avallable and Unsubscribed
Capacily datasets, as enbanced tn accommodate the provision ot this
miormation 1o a real tme torenat.

2) Zone-to-zone availahle capacity information should be made availabte
from Transportation Service Providers on a real time basis wsing 1he
cxisting Orperationally Available and Unsubscribed Capacity datasers, s
cnhanced by data additions aod business process chanpes necessary o
fulfill the requirements of real fime availability of information.

3t Fur "palhed ™ pipelines, the zone-to-some cupacily information should
milwle the capacity available fror each wune o the adjacent zoneds} on
the: {ull path o' 1he pipeline. For “non-pathed™ pipelines, the zone capacity
infarmation should include the capacity available into and out of cach
zone from every alher gonc on the Transportation Serviee Provider's
facilities. [n the event a nun-pathed pipeline determines thal the monc-to-
zone transfier capacily for » particular combination of Fones iy
operationally not feagible, o Quantity of zero and the 1T Indicater set
“Mo™ within the dataser will communicate to Service Requesiers (he
unfeasibiticy of such zone W zonc combinations.

4) The “IT Indicator™ data element should he supponed for real time operationally
avai|uble capacity information refating to roainline capugity, point capacity, and
FONE-10- 20T Capacity.

%) Standardized cades for identiying cach zone should be defined by the
Transportation Service Provider. These sone codes should be treated in a manner
similar (o scgment code nuobers for 1he purpose of communicating information
throupeh the standard datasets.
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6) {kne or ruore standand qualifiers identiFving the cade as a wune code should be
catablished and wsed by the Transpartation Service Providers o enable Scrvice
Fequesters to identily wone-10-zene capacity, point capacity and ather non-zone
seRIment capacity,

T3 The Postimg Date and Posting Time {og real time available cupagity
infornation sheuld be reported at the individual paine andioc mainline o
zohe-to-rone tecord level, as applicable, in ocder o facilitan Servdce
Requesiers ablity to request only the information which has changed since
a specified date and time.

#) Operationally Avaiiable Capacity for a gas day should be posted within ane
hour ol ihe delivery of Schedulad Quantities infosmarion conceming the pas day
1o Service Bequesters.

4 Lpdating Operationaily Available Capacity information so as 1o reilect real
e schedoling activity should be aceomplished and the infarmation conceming
the updateel uvailable capacity should be posted within one half hour o e
scheduling activity which caused the change 10 the quantity of capacity wvailable.

10} Al any point o time, a Pranspocation Service FProvider shoulld have the most
current meeotd of operationally available capacity for each nominatuble point.
mainlite segmenl. and applicable zone-to-rone combination for a gas day and
should provide for the prompt download of this information to a Service
Requester upon request. A Transporiation Service Provider is nat required to save
ar pravide downloadss) of other than the most current record of sperationally
wvullable capacity for each nominatable point. mainline segment, andl applicable
ane-lp-gone combination for a gas day, A Service Requester may specify that
only the Talest record of operationally available capacity for each numinatable
pernt, maimbioe segment, and applicable wone-to-zone combinatinn for a pas dav
be provided 1n response to its reguest for Operationally Available srdirmarion,

11) Only those records for nominatable points, mainline andior sonc-1o-zone
whosc quantity af Operationally Available Capacity ehanged as a result of
scheduling activity should be posied and have the quantity and posting date and
time updated. I a schedoling activity does not change the quantity of available
capacity for a nominatable point, mainline or zone-w-zate combination, no
change should be made to the yoamity or posting date and tite Tor the location.

12) Chanpes o Operationally Available Capacicy 1or a given gas dav which are
nt the result o scheduling sctivity for such pas day are oot required to be
reflected in {dperationally Available Capacity information records for such pas
day subsegquent wr the Transportation Service Provider™s delivery of Scheduled
Quantity infonmation for such pas day pursuant to the GES I standunl nominations
timeline.
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I3) Ursubseribed Capacics miisemation should be updated upon exceution by tie
Tramsponaion Service I'tovider and o Scrviee Reguester ot @ eontrae) which to
changes he quanuity of unsubscribel capacity at a nominatable poine. mainline
andsor 2ooe-to-sene combinarion.

14) Unsubscnbed Capavity infermation shaudd refleet the quantity of nominatable
cupacily available ar poant, mainline andhar sone-lo-zone eomiioutivn snd the
kegin date and end date of the unsubseribed capacity availability time period.

13) Where the dlifference between the begin date and end date of the time period
during which a quantity of Unsubscribed Capacior a sominatable point. mainline
and’or zane-to-some combination i€ grealer than onc year, the Transportacion
Service Frovider may provide any end date it deems appropriate. Where the
difference hetween 1he begin date and end date of the time peciod durdng which a
quantity ot [nsubsenbed Capacity at a neminatable poinl maivline andfor zone-
te-2one combination 13 less than or equal 1o one vear. the Transponaticn Scrvice
Provider should provide 1he actual end dare.

I'raposed Data Elements:

The frumework exists, in the foom of GISBE s current Operationally Available and
Unsubseribed Capacity standard datasets and the related dara elements, to
effectively post ibe read time data. Changes to the current dataset are relatively
minor and are as follows:

1) Peint spualifiers should be added lor zonc codes and mainline vodes in order to
spevily where the available capacity s gvailable.

2} Preting Dule and Postimg Time data elements, which are ceerently specified at
the entire devument lovel should become mandatery data elements and should be
provided ut the detall level.

3) The Begin Date and Begin Vime data elements, which are currently opional
data elements at the detall level, should be reported as mandatory data elements at
the detiil level associated with each nomdnaiable point, mainline andfor zone-to
sane carnbinalien

é. Lse uf Mropuased S{wndurd or Eohancemeni (ielude how the standard will be uwsed,
decumeatation on the desceiplinn of the propused sisndard, aoy cxisting documentslion of the
prapeseld stundard, nnd required communicacian pentocalyj:

Under the proposed enhaneement e GLSE™ s OA standard, Operaticnally
Avalable Cupacity is the guantiy. defined as the capacity available for the pas
day ar a [soant, mannline andior sone-we-zonc caombination, which remains
tollewing the conclusion o nominastion and scheduling activities for the day.
Real tume aperatiomally available capacity means that aperationally gvaifablc

crame
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vapacily infermation iy updated whenever subsequent scheduliog activity causes »
chunge to the quantity of capacity availahle o the point. maline andfor 2o0me-o-
#one COmbInAton. As numinations are processed and scheduled quantity
dacurnens are generared, the estimated quantity of cupacity available for the gas
day ar a specific polot can change, The quantite can either increase or decrease.
Ef the extimated available capacily quantity at a point changes, the available
capacity yuantly infermation amnil the posting date time of the chanped data would
be updated and made ready for delivery to those who might request the
informarion.

These secking updated information weull submit a request w the Transportation
serviee provider which would speaits an historic posting date 2od time which
waould tell the Transporiaien Service provider that the requester ooly needs data
which has changed since the specified date and time, The Transportation Service
provider would then prepare and issue a respanse ducument contawning andy the
records which were postesl (because the quantity changed) after the requester’s
spectiied date and tirne. TF the available capacity at a point remains unchanged. 1t
witlil not be updated and posted with each scheduling activity,

Bazcline data on the guantity of eapacity uvailable at all nominatable points couid
still be requested using the current Operationally Available and 1Unsubseribed
Capaciey dataser requast. Ofnote, the curtent GISE Standards adopled in Order
No. 387 allow a dara requester w separately reyuest operationally available
capacity or unsubscribed capacity.

With Ihe proposed enhancements, the Unsubscribed Capacity informatien woeall
only need o be updated upon exgeution of a new fitm ransprenation or storape
cantract. Tlexibility with respect w prescnting the unsubscribed capacity to the
market sheuld reside with the Transponation Service ravider in those instances
where the cupacily is unsubscrthed for one o moee vears. Capacity known to the
Transportatien Service Provider ta only be available tor ane vear or less should be
identified so that potendial Transpuriation Scrvice Requesters cun know that as of
the posting Jate, 1he capacity will not be available from the Transpartation
service Provider bevond the identified period.

TransCapacity bebewves there has been misunderstanilings concerning the nation
ol real time available capacily quanticy information. Sume patics have
represented that this would entail real-time defined ax in “continuously updated™
Ilrw data at all poins o a pipeling, [o other words, the available capacity
suamity would be updared und data provided on a mioute-bv-minute or second-
br-second basis. Using this delinitien of real-time, the costs would indeed be
enirmous. the data of questiconuble practical value and iroplementation of a
standard could ke vears. s TransCapacite™s belief that this is notl what the
FERC 15 expecting in Oedier Mo, 387 when 3 orelers to ceal time and that the
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crihancements propased herein by Tranatapacite will meet the FERC
rofuirCTCants.

The proposed enbancedl QA standard darasers would be communteuied nsing
customary and usual communications peotocels asseciated with file transéer by
means ot public telephune svstema. proprietary dial in and delivery scripts. ¥ AN
mcchantsms or intemet as mutually agreed o between trading partners.

E. Descriplion of Any Tangible or Intangihle Benelits io the Use of the Fropused Standard or
Enhanccment:

TransCapacivy befieves that the proposed chanpes will enabie the industey o meet
any requircmems peodnalgated b the FERC as deseribed in Order Mo, 3%7. The
twehmical changes required o the datascts and 1M documentation are reasomably
small as compared to the nomher of changes recently requited by the Crder Mo,
587 standards.

A% second benelit o the propesed enhancement 15 improved corenonication
efficiency as Secvice Requesters and Transpaortation Service Peoviders are gble o
precizely defme and communicate only the data nestled by the market o support
capacity acquisition acrivilies.

b. Eslimate of Incremental Specific Cosis (o Implement Prapased Standord or Enbanceroent:

There arc cost factors involved in the process, but the majority of these are one-
time development costs. The incremental specific cost w implement the propozed
enhancement to the GISE OA Standar] [or those parties already cumpliant with
the FERC’s capacity release and related Orders is cxpected to be neplivible. The
marginal eost 10 1ssuc the EDI decurments anee the processes are up anil running
will be relutiviely minor.

There are hikely to be substantial cost savings as both Transporiation Scrvice
Providers and Service Bequesiers are able to pare down the guantily of data senc
with gach respoose (0 a request, Onee the parties are able to exchange onby the
data which chanped since u service requester specitied date and 1ime the amown
of data in cach downlaad shouhd drep dramatically.

Y. Thewrription of 4ny Specific Legal or Other Considerations:
Al this wne, there are no known legal or other consideranions 1o be addressed.

8. If This Proposed Standord vr Eohancement s Mot Tested Yet, List Trading 'uriners Willing to
Fest Standard or Enhancement {Crrporaoiong awd comlnces):

TransCupaeily LP Cireyr [ander
Nulinal Repisioy Chery] Laswen
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. 1If This Froposed Standwed or Enhancement 1s Lo Use, Whe are the Tradmg Pariners:
Mot applicable.

1 Attachments (such us further detailed propessls, frinssction data dese raptivns, infarmatlon

flows, imnple mentation guides, business provess descriptions, e am ples oT ASC ANST X111 mapped
iraosactinms).

Mot applicable.
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