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North American Energy Standards Board

1301 Fannin, Suite 2350, Houston, Texas 77002

Phone:  (713) 356-0060, Fax:  (713) 356-0067, E-mail: naesb@naesb.org


Home Page: www.naesb.org

via email

TO:
Posting on the NAESB WEQ-EC Page 

FROM: 
Deonne Cunningham, NAESB Staff Attorney
RE:
Notes from WGQ Board Leadership Meeting – September 24, 2008
DATE:

December 8, 2008
Dear WEQ Distribution List and Interested Parties,

The notes below and work papers referenced serve as the record for the conference call held on September 24, 2008.

	Agenda Topic
	Results of Discussion

	Administrative:
	The conference call/web cast began at 12:06 pm C.  The roll was taken, participants were welcomed to the call, the agenda was approved without changes and the antitrust statement was given.

	Attendees:
	Jim Buccigross, 8760, Inc.

Cathie Legge, Alliance Pipeline

Ronald Tomlinson, Dominion Transmission

Mike Stender, El Paso Natural Gas

Bill Griffith, El Paso Natural Gas

Keith Sappenfield, EnCana

Dona Gussow, Florida Power & Light Company

Jonathan Booe, NAESB

Deonne Cunningham, NAESB

Cory Galik, NAESB

Rae McQuade, NAESB, 


	Denise Rager, NAESB

Veronica Thomason, NAESB

Mike Novak, National Fuel

Kim Van Pelt, Panhandle Eastern Pipe Line

Jim Minneman, PPL

Lori Pennock, Salt River Project

Kathryn Burch, Spectra Energy

Emily Strait, Spectra Energy

Valerie Crockett, Tennessee Valley Authority

Adrian Chapman, Washington Gas

Christopher Burden, William Gas Pipeline

Dale Davis, William Gas Pipeline

	Agenda:
	· Administrative: Welcome to members and attendees, Antitrust Guidelines, Introductions, Adoption of Agenda

· Review and discuss on NAESB report to FERC on Order No. 698
· Update on technical implementations of price indexing for released capacity and progress on FERC Order No. 712

· Discussion on glossary and definitions and efforts of WEQ and Retail quadrants 

· Update on 2008 annual plan and plans for revisions for 2009

· Review other board agenda items
· Adjourn

	Review and discuss NAESB report to FERC on Order No. 698
	· Ms. McQuade provided a brief update to the group as it relates to the NAESB report to FERC on FERC Order No. 698.  She stated that NAESB staff met with FERC on September 3, 2008 to discuss the filing related to FERC Order No. 698.  She noted that the filing included the standard for redirects, intra-day nominations, price indexing for released capacity (absent the technical implementations).  She said that once the technical implementations are completed for FERC Order No. 712, Version 1.9 will be filed.  
· Ms. Davis noted her uncertainty in regards to the timeframe that the technical implementations would be completed.  She further noted her concern with the timing of the ANSI and ASCII publication of their standards and noted that a publication deadline for the March – April 2009 would be a more realistic goal.  It was determined that the publication of Version 1.9 will take place second quarter of 2009.  
· Ms. McQuade stated a conference call will be scheduled for NAESB Executive Committee (EC) members and alternates as it relates to the NAESB filing process with FERC.  She noted that the recent Version 2.0 filing will be used as an example.  Notification will be sent to EC members and alternates when the call is scheduled.  

	Update on technical implementations of price indexing for released capacity and progress on FERC Order No. 712
	· Ms. Davis provided an update to the group in regards to the technical implementation on FERC Order No. 712.  She said that with FERC Order No. 712, the WGQ Business Practices Subcommittee (BPS) and Joint Information Requirements (IR) and Technical subcommittees modified existing standards that required changes to the technical implementations and data sets.  
· She stated that the subcommittees have reviewed the standards, executive summaries and processes, and narrative summary to ensure that the technical implementations are synched with the concepts developed by the BPS.  The next joint IR/Technical subcommittee meeting will be held in October and two face-to-face meetings will take place in November before the WGQ EC meeting.  Ms. Davis noted the possibility of the technical implementations being completed by the December meeting.  She further noted that for downloads the EDI technical implementation should be included for Version 1.9.
· Mr. Novak stated that his company will miss out on AMA transactions due to the unacceptable delays in the publications.  He further stated this group will need to determine a more effective way of developing the technical implementation of price indexing for released capacity.  Ms. McQuade noted that a balancing act exists for standards to be fully staffed.  Ms. Davis said that the IR/Technical subcommittees are addressing industry comments during the meetings in regards to the technical implementation.  She noted the difficulty with the capacity data release sets and stated that the technical implementation has been time consuming.  Mr. Burden concurred with Ms. Davis and said the technical structure of the data is not optimal and can alter how the sets relate to each other.  He further stated that the subcommittees have been mapping to electronic formats that originally may have supported the functions, but through the years have altered so that they are not completely suitable without significant changes.  Ms. Crockett encouraged coworkers and affiliates of members to participate in the meetings so that a new perspective can be inserted into the standards development process.  She challenged members to think of ways to make the process run more effectively and smoothly.  Mr. Novak agreed that better participation is needed in some segments, including his own.  Ms. Van Pelt noted that the data sets have not been revamped and have only received minor modifications.  

· The group determined on the following publication schedule:  1) Data set requirements to be completed December 2008; 2) Technical implementation to be completed by the end of the first quarter; 3) Publication of Version 1.9 with technical implementations to be completed by May 2009, after which 4) Version 1.9 will be forwarded to the Commission.  Ms. McQuade noted that the development of standards relies heavily on the expertise of the NAESB subcommittees and that the publication will be eight months behind schedule.  Mr. Novak stated that NAESB should initiate the previous one year publication process.  Ms. McQuade stated that this matter would require a NAESB operating practice change and would most likely not change how work is conducted on business practice and technical standards.


	Discussion on glossary and definitions and efforts of WEQ and Retail quadrants
	· Ms. McQuade noted that the Wholesale Electric Quadrant (WEQ) has definitions embedded in its standards and does not make its definitions separate.  She further noted that the WEQ has coordinated its definitions with NERC and the Department of Energy (DOE).  Currently, the WEQ and Retail quadrants are coordinating definitions as it relates to the DSM-EE efforts.  She said that the WGQ may want to similarly consider coordinating with the WEQ and Retail quadrants.  Ms. Crockett noted that the WGQ encountered difficulties with the definitions in the joint standards developed with WEQ.  She said that a volunteer will be needed to review the glossary and definitions in coordination with the WEQ and Retail quadrants.  Ms. Davis noted her concern that the standards in the WEQ and Retail quadrants are structurally different from that of the WGQ standards.  She further noted that WEQ standards development process is innately different from the WGQ standards development process.  Ms. Crockett noted that the WGQ will need to review the contextual definitions, the definitions that are defined within one set of standards, as it relates to the development of the 2009 WGQ Annual Plan.
· Mr. Novak stated that the now-defunct glossary subcommittee was developed because of the potential issues and conflicts that could arise between the industry books and tariffs and NAESB business practice standards.  He noted that coordination between the WEQ and Retail quadrants will be beneficial.  

	Update on election process
	· Ms. McQuade gave a brief update on the election process.  She stated that Mr. Boswell, NAESB General Counsel and has sent a letter to INGAA as it relates to the rules and regulations of the election process.  Members of NAESB who are part of the pipeline segment and are not members of INGAA will have the right to run for a Board or EC seats regardless of the voluntary restrictions placed on INGAA NAESB members by INGAA.  She noted that an election will take place January 2009 for the seats of officers and Board members whose terms have expired.  A notice will be sent to the segments outlining the rules and regulations of the election process.  

	Update on 2008 annual plan and plans for revisions for 2009
	· The group made several revisions to the 2008 WGQ Annual Plan as it relates to the 2009 WGQ Annual Plan.  Ms. Davis noted that the previous changes were made to the Annual Plan and were adopted at the Board meeting held June 26, 2008.  Ms. Van Pelt stated that WGQ BPS will address Annual Plan Items 1 and 8 at its meeting held October 2, 2008.  It was determined that the work on Annual Plan Item 7 is underway and that it will be completed in 2009.  
· Item 3(a) was revised to read the following: “TPA to provide for operational information updates for appendix without the requirements of the TPA joint development activity with RGQ and REQ R10805.”  It was further determined that Annual Plan Items 3(a), 4(a)(2) and 4(b) will be completed the first quarter of 2009.  It was noted that Annual Plan Items 2, 4(a)(1) and 4(b)(i) have been completed.  
· The group revised the Annual Plan Item 5 to indicate that this item will be fully staffed and will be completed to be determined (TBD).

	Review other board agenda items
	· Ms. McQuade gave a brief overview of the board agenda items for the Board meeting held September 25, 2008.  She noted that changes that have been made to the NAESB user log-ins to the website.  She further noted a drop-down box to the website will explain the copyright process and will be installed at the end of September 2008.
· She stated that the Board will vote on a recommendation by the Revenue Committee to increase of membership dues for 2009.  She noted that dues have been the same since 1996 and is aware this decision may cause budgetary concerns within the membership.  

· She stated that the Board will also vote on draft resolutions and recommendation by the Parliamentary committee to amend the NAESB Certificate, Bylaws, NAESB Operating Practices and the proposed policy.  She stated that the amendments reflect the proposed policy that those segments that are not fully populated will not be authorized to restrict the vote.  She noted that all possible issues were discussed during the Parliamentary Committee meeting as it relates to the proposed policy.  She further noted that the Parliamentary Committee unanimously supported this measure.  
· Ms. Van Pelt questioned whether the quadrants would be combined and noted that a fair amount of resources are being allocated to quadrants that lack membership.  Ms. McQuade noted that Mr. Bourbonnais’ proposal has not had a full review by the retail quadrants, and the  Parliamentary Committee felt it premature to address this issue when it has not been reviewed and discussed within the Retail Leadership.  The Retail Leadership will discuss this issue at its upcoming meetings. 

	Adjourn:
	The meeting adjourned at 2:05pm Central on September 24, 2008.

	Materials referenced in the meeting or amended in the meeting :
	Agenda:  http://naesb.org/pdf3/wgq_leadership092408a.doc
Agenda Item 1: 
· Board and EC Rosters - http://www.naesb.org/pdf2/bod_terms.pdf (Board) and http://www.naesb.org/pdf/ec_terms.pdf (EC)
Agenda Item 2:
· NAESB report to the FERC on Order no. 698 - http://www.naesb.org/pdf3/ferc090308_order_698_filing.pdf
Agenda Item 6:
· 2008 Annual Plan Item for WGQ:– http://www.naesb.org/pdf3/wgq_ec071408a1.doc
Agenda Item 7:
· Draft Board Agenda - http://www.naesb.org/pdf3/bd092508a.doc









