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FERC Staff Definitions of Facility Types

NAESB is in the process of replacing the current “common code” process for maintaining a database of all the points on all FERC jurisdictional NGA pipelines, maintained by Information Handling Service (IHS), with a database maintained and posted by each pipeline.  NAESB has developed a proposed “Location Download Data Dictionary” to replace the GISB/IHS “Common Code File Layout.”
One element in the database to be maintained by each pipeline is a mandatory field entitled “Facility Type Indicator.”  Table 1 of this document is a proposal to cover the facility types for this field.  Note that definitions do not contain flow direction information–that information will be contained in another of the new NAESB’s fields, “Direction of Flow.”

This table is a combination of two of the fields in the IHS database that were meant to describe the connecting or upstream/downstream facility at each of a Transmission Service Provider’s (TSP’s) points.  Tables 2 and 3 reflect the IHS fields.   
For reference in understanding this proposal, tables 2 and 3 reflect definitions utilized in the IHS database and data as to the extent of use.

Table 2 contains definitions supporting Field #4, POINT_TYPE_IND, which is defined as “[a] non-standardized indicator of the type of facility at the point provided by the owner-operator.” The database allows for an input of up to five characters.  Table 2 is a copy of the Table of Definitions - - PID GRID Common Code Facility Definitions from IHS’s website.  Approximately fifty percent of the common code entries in the IHS database are coded with one of the thirteen defined codes.  Less than five percent are not coded at all. 
Table 3 contains definitions supporting Field #19, FACILITY_TYPE, and is defined as “[t]he facility's standardized type.”  It also indicates flow direction.” The IHS database allows for an input of up to twenty-two characters.   A review of the IHS database showed that there were only twenty-three different entries in FIELD #19 for 43,694 common code entries.  Only 98 entries were not coded at all.
TABLE 1
FERC Staff proposed definitions
	Short Name
	Long Name
	Definition

	Compressor
	Compressor
	Facility located at the inlet or outlet side of a TSP's compressor station.

	Stand Alone
	Stand Alone Measuring Station
	Facility for a TSP to measure throughput on its system.

	Interconnect 
	Pipeline Interconnect 
	Facility at which two or more interstate and/or intrastate pipelines physically interconnect with the TSP for the receipt / delivery of gas.

	Gas Plant
	Gas Processing or Treatment Plant
	Facility at which gas is either delivered into or received from a gas processing or treatment plant by the TSP.

	Gathering
	Gathering System
	Facility at which gas is either delivered into or received from a gas gathering system by the TSP.

	Wellhead
	Wellhead
	Facility at which gas is received from a gas well head by the TSP.

	 Exchange
	 Exchange
	Facility at which gas is exchanged by the TSP and a pipeline.  Gas is either 1) received by the TSP with a similar delivery by the TSP at another Facility, or 2) delivered by the TSP with a similar receipt to by the TSP at another Facility.

	Storage
	Storage Facility
	Facility at which gas is either delivered into or received from a gas storage facility by the TSP.

	LNG
	LNG Facility
	Facility at which gas is either delivered into or received form a LNG facility by the TSP.

	LDC
	Delivery to LDC
	Facility at which gas is delivered by the TSP into an LDC system.

	End-User
	Delivery to an End-User
	Facility at which gas is delivered by the TSP to an End-User.

	Pooling Point
	Pooling / Allocation Point
	Facility, either physical or virtual in nature, at which gas is aggregated from multiple receipt facilities, including other pooling points, in order to serve several contracts without linking any specific receipt Facility to a particular contract. 

	Virtual Tariff Point
	Virtual Tariff Point
	A Facility that is virtual in nature that may be used effectuate services defined in a TSP’s Tariff, such as but limited to, 1) a Parking receipt point, 2) a Loan repayment delivery point, 3) a Balancing receipt or delivery point, 4) a Fuel reimbursement delivery point, 5) a point used by the TSP for administrative purposes,  or 6) a virtual interconnect between two systems such as a gathering system and the TSP.


TABLE 2
Field #4 - - POINT_TYPE_IND
Table of Definitions - - PID GRID Common Code Facility Definitions
Source:  www.IHS.com
	Facility Code
	Facility Type
	Facility Definition

	3
	Interconnect 
	Point at which two or more interstate and/or intrastate pipelines physically interconnect in order to exchange gas.

	5
	Plant 
	Point at which gas is either delivered into or received from a gas processing plant via a pipeline.

	7
	Compressor 
	Facility used to raise the pressure of gas in order to move the gas from the discharge side of the compressor along through the pipeline or into storage.

	9
	Exchange Point
	Point at which gas is exchanged between two separate pipelines. Gas is received from (or delivered to) the first party in exchange for gas delivered to (or received from) the second party.

	11
	Entry Point 
	Point at which gas is received from a wellhead, or gathering system.

	15
	Storage 
	Facility used to receive or deliver gas into a gas storage facility. 

	17
	Delivery to LDC 
	Point at which gas is delivered to a local distribution company. 

	19
	LNG Terminal 
	Facility equipped to store liquid natural gas and regasify into a pipeline. 

	21
	Delivery to an End User
	Point at which gas is delivered to an end user (an entity which actually consumes or burns the natural gas). 

	29
	Pool Point 
	A physical or logical point at which gas is aggregated from multiple receipt points in order to serve several contracts without tying a specific receipt point to a particular contract.

	41
	Delivery to Transmission Pipeline 
	Point at which gas is delivered to a transmission pipeline from a gathering pipeline. When submitting new points to IHS for setup, this code is to be used only by gathering pipelines.

	47
	Receipt by LDC 
	Point at which gas is received by a local distribution company from a transmission pipeline. When submitting new points to IHS Energy for setup, this code is to be used only by LDCs. 

	88
	Stand Alone Meter 
	Facility used solely to measure, indicate, or record the volume of gas that has passed through it.


TABLE 3
Field #19 - - FACILITY_TYPE
The facility's standardized type.  Also indicates flow direction.

	Facility Type
	Facility Type 

Excl. Direction
	Count per analysis of March 2011 IHS database

	BLANK - Empty Field
	 
	98

	COMPRESSOR            
	COMPRESSOR
	275

	DEL TO P/L FROM GATH  
	GATHERING SYSTEM
	12

	DELIVERY TO END USER  
	DELIVERY TO END USER
	4,505

	DELIVERY TO LDC       
	DELIVERY TO LDC
	10,349

	ENTRY PT FROM GATHERER
	
	7,601

	ENTRY PT FROM WELLHEAD
	
	4,658

	EXCHANGE POINT        
	EXCHANGE POINT
	515

	EXCHANGE POINT, IN    
	
	70

	EXCHANGE POINT, IN/OUT
	
	91

	EXCHANGE POINT, OUT   
	
	77

	GAS PLANT INLET       
	GAS PLANT
	150

	GAS PLANT TAILGATE    
	
	441

	GAS PROCESSING PLANT  
	
	12

	INTERCONNECT DELIVERY 
	INTERCONNECT
	1,582

	INTERCONNECT IN/OUT   
	
	736

	INTERCONNECT RECEIPT  
	
	1,569

	LNG IMPORT TERMINAL   
	LNG TERMINAL
	10

	POOL POINT            
	POOL POINT
	6,851

	REC TO LDC FROM P/L   
	
	1

	STAND ALONE MEAS. STA.
	STAND ALONE MEAS. STA.
	375

	STORAGE FACILITY      
	STORAGE FACILITY
	2,283

	TRANSPORTATION, IN    
	TRANSPORTATION
	20

	TRANSPORTATION, OUT   
	
	45

	TRANSPORTATION,IN/OUT 
	
	1,368

	TOTAL
	
	43,694
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