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North American Energy Standards Board

801 Travis, Suite 1675, Houston, Texas 77002

Phone:  (713) 356-0060, Fax:  (713) 356-0067, E-mail: naesb@naesb.org


Home Page: www.naesb.org

April 19, 2011
TO:
NAESB Quadrant Executive Committee Members, Alternates and Interested Industry Participants

FROM:
Jonathan Booe, Deputy Director
RE:
Wholesale Gas Quadrant Executive Committee Draft Minutes
NORTH AMERICAN ENERGY STANDARDS BOARD 
WHOLESALE GAS QUADRANT EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING
DRAFT MINUTES
February 3, 2011
1. Welcome
Ms. Davis opened the meeting and welcomed the Wholesale Gas Quadrant (WGQ) Executive Committee (EC) members and other participants.  Mr. Booe provided the antitrust guidance and called the roll of the WGQ EC members and alternates.  Quorum was established.  
2. Consent Agenda
Ms. Van Pelt moved to adopt the consent agenda, which included adoption of the October 28, 2010 meeting minutes as revised by Ms. Davis and changes to the 2011 Annual Plan to be proposed to the Board of Directors.  Mr. Precht seconded the motion.  The motion passed without opposition.  
3. Review and Discuss Recommendation R10007 
Ms. Davis reviewed the no action recommendation for R10007. She noted that the Joint Information Requirements / Technical Subcommittees (IR/Technical) reviewed the request and determined that no action was needed.  Mr. Gwilliam moved to adopt the recommendation for no action and Mr. Young seconded the motion.  The motion passed without opposition as a simple majority vote.
4. Review and Discuss Recommendation R09018
Ms. Davis reviewed the recommendation for R09018 to add the mutually agreeable data element Path Rank in the nomination data set and the corresponding error message in Nomination Quick Response.  She noted that no comments were received.  Mr. Young moved to adopt the recommendation and Mr. Griffith seconded the motion.  The motion passed a supermajority vote. [Vote 1].
5. Update on Subcommittee Activities

Triage Subcommittee:  Ms. McQuade reviewed the revised triage report and noted that requests R11001-R11006 were submitted by Alliance Pipeline and R10010 have been assigned to the WGQ BPS.  Additionally, R10011 was assigned to WGQ IR/Technical.  She also recommended that the WGQ participants monitor the development of retail electric request R10012 related to data privacy as it is currently receiving a lot of attention from state commissions and has the potential to roll into other areas, including the Retail Gas Quadrant.  Mr. Buccigross supported Ms. McQuade’s recommendation.  
Business Practice Subcommittee (BPS):  Ms. Van Pelt provided an update of the BPS activities.  The next meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, February 22, 2011 during which the subcommittee will review request R10005, submitted by Kinder Morgan, and potentially vote on the draft recommendation.  The next item the BPS will discuss is the possible elimination of common location codes.  Ms. McQuade recommended that the NAESB staff discuss the potential elimination of common location codes with FERC staff prior to making any subcommittee determinations.  She also recommended that the recommendation on the item be sent out for an informal comment period prior to formal comment in an effort to get the feedback of the industry and to broaden industry input.  Ms. Van Pelt and Ms. Davis supported Ms. McQuade’s recommendation to send a draft recommendation out for an informal comment period to determine the industry’s position prior to moving forward.  Ms. Van Pelt suggested that conversations with FERC staff on the issue wait until the industry position has been established.  She indicated a concern that any modified standards be adopted and ratified without the corresponding technical implementation.  Ms. Van Pelt also noted that the BPS needs to have an increase in participation by members of all segments.
Electronic Delivery Mechanisms (EDM) Subcommittee:  Mr. Burden stated that there has not been any activity by the EDM Subcommittee since the last WGQ EC meeting.  He stated that the subcommittee will meet prior to the next EC meeting to address WGQ Annual Plan Item 5 and update the QEDM Manual based on technology changes over the past year.  Ms. McQuade requested that a participant from the EDM Subcommittee monitor the activities of the new Data Privacy Task Force addressing request R10012.  Mr. Burden confirmed that he would participate in the first meeting on February 16, 2011.
Joint Information Requirements and Technical (IR/Technical) Subcommittees:  Ms. Davis provided an update of the IR/Technical Subcommittees.  The IR/Technical has continued to meet monthly and are currently updating a package of data sets to be brought into compliance with American National Standards Institute (ANSI) ASC X12.  The subcommittees have also started to address a number of the requests mentioned in the triage report and will soon address WGQ 2011 Annual Plan Items 1-4, which include (1) the reorganization of the standards based upon topic, (2) a review of the ANSI X12 sample transactions, (3) a review of the current error codes and (4) the addition of granularity to the code value descriptions.  Ms. Davis reported that during the discussion on WGQ 2011 Annual Plan Item 1, IR/Technical determined that it will begin with the development of a matrix that identifies the applicable topics for each standard.  Ms. McQuade pointed out the heavy work load the subcommittees have undertaken and thanked the participants for their efforts.
Interpretations Subcommittee:  Ms. Van Pelt, for Mr. Love, reported that the Interpretations Subcommittee has not met since the last WGQ EC meeting, but recommended that a meeting be scheduled following activity on the common location codes item in the event that any interpretations need to be updated.
Contracts Subcommittee:  Mr. Sappenfield stated that the Contracts Subcommittee is in the process of scheduling a meeting to address WGQ 2011 Annual Plan Item 6 to review the commonly used special provisions added to the NAESB Base Contract and consider their incorporation.  He stated that the first meeting will be organizational to discuss the process of the review and to schedule additional meetings.
Publication Schedule:  Ms. Rager reviewed the WGQ publication schedule.  Ms. Davis asked when WGQ Version 2.0 will be submitted to FERC.  Ms. McQuade stated that the report has been drafted and will be sent to the FERC as soon as the editing process completes.  Mr. Precht asked when WGQ Version 2.1 is scheduled to be published.  Ms. Davis responded that the next publication is scheduled for November 2011.  Ms. McQuade asked if the WGQ EC would like to consider moving the publication date.  Ms. Van Pelt noted that it would be better to coincide with the Data Interchange Standards Association (DISA) publication schedule.  She stated that publishing in July 2012, after the May WGQ EC meeting, would ensure that all of the ANSI X12 work that IR/Technical is currently working on is included in the next NAESB WGQ publication.  The participants supported Ms. McQuade’s suggestion.  Mr. Precht asked how the schedule change would effect the WEQ publication.  Ms. McQuade responded that the WEQ is scheduled to publish in 2011 and is not on an annual publication schedule but rather the schedule is linked to the completion of Order No. 890 development.  Mr. Precht stated that the Retail Quadrants will publish at the beginning of 2012 upon completion of the Demand Side Management and Energy Efficiency effort.  Ms. Van Pelt made a motion to schedule the next publication of the WGQ standards for 3rd quarter 2012.  Mr. Young seconded the motion.  The motion passed without opposition.
6. Board of Directors, Board Committee and Regulatory Updates

Board Updates: Ms. McQuade encouraged participants to review the minutes from the December 9, 2010 Board of Directors meeting and noted that the Board approved the 2011 Annual Plans and the budget during the meeting.  
Regulatory Efforts:  Mr. Booe provided an update of the Smart Grid activities of the Wholesale and Retail Quadrants.  He also noted that he attended the FERC Technical Conference on the first standards sent from NIST to FERC related to Smart Grid and that the 13 panelists that participated in the conference all publically stated that consensus had not been reached on the proposed standards.  Ms. McQuade clarified that the standards reviewed were IEC standards and not the NAESB Smart Grid standards.
Ms. McQuade noted that NAESB has submitted a number of filings to FERC and NIST since the beginning of the year and will be submitting several additional filings in the upcoming months.
Retail and Wholesale Electric Activities:  The Retail 2011 Annual Plan and the WEQ 2011 Annual Plan were reviewed. 
7. Other Business

Ms. York stated that the WEQ Standards Review Subcommittee and the Retail Glossary Subcommittee are coordinating an effort to harmonize the definitions between the Quadrants as there are several cross Quadrant activities underway with Smart Grid and DSM/EE.  She recommended that the WGQ consider participation in the coordination efforts.  Ms. Davis stated that previously the WGQ had discussed the creation of a Glossary Subcommittee and decided not to do so.  Mr. Griffith explained that a lot of the WGQ terms come directly from FERC or are in pipelines’ tariffs and that having a central body of every definition may be overkill.  Ms. Davis pointed out that WGQ has definitions not only in business standards but also in the data sets, so we would need to determine the scope before we move forward.  Ms. Van Pelt reminded the participants that when we worked on the joint WEQ/WGQ standards, defined terms were created.  The participants agreed to consider the coordination effort when standards cross quadrants.  Ms. McQuade stated that with data privacy, it may result in umbrella standards.
Ms. Davis thanked Salt River Project for hosting the meeting. 
8. Adjourn

Mr. Young made the motion to adjourn and Mr. Griffith seconded.  The meeting adjourned at 10:45 AM Mountain.
9.
Executive Committee Attendance and Voting Record

	Wholesale Gas Quadrant Executive Committee
	Attendance
	Vote 1

	Producers Segment
	
	

	Rhonda Denton
	BP Energy Company
	Phone
	Support

	Catherine Abercrombie
	ConocoPhillips Gas and Power Marketing
	--
	--

	Chuck Cook
	ChevronTexaco
	--
	--

	Richard Smith
	Noble Energy
	--
	--

	Mike Shepard
	Mewbourne Oil Company
	Phone
	Support

	Pipeline Segment
	
	

	Bill Griffith
	El Paso Natural Gas Company
	In Person
	Support

	Tom Gwilliam for Kathryn Burch
	Spectra Energy Transmission
	In Person
	Support

	Dale Davis
	Williams Gas Pipeline
	In Person
	Support

	Randy Young
	Dominion Transmission
	In Person
	Support

	Kim Van Pelt
	Panhandle Eastern Pipe Line
	In Person
	Support

	Local Distribution Company (LDC) Segment
	
	

	Rick Ishikawa for Rodger Schwecke
	Southern California Gas
	Phone
	Support

	Phil Precht
	Baltimore Gas and Electric
	In Person
	Support

	Archie Hickerson
	AGL Resources
	--
	--

	Mike Novak
	National Fuel Gas Distribution
	--
	--

	Craig Colombo
	Dominion Resources
	Phone
	Support

	End Users Segment
	
	

	Norm Spooner
	Arizona Public Service Company
	In Person
	Support

	Kathy York for Valerie Crockett
	Tennessee Valley Authority
	In Person
	Support

	Lori Lynn Pennock 
	Salt River Project
	In Person
	Support

	Simona Patru
	Florida Power & Light
	--
	--

	Tina Burnett
	The Boeing Company
	Phone
	Support

	Services Segment
	
	

	Craig Fleming
	Sequent Energy Management 
	--
	--

	Lisa Simpkins
	Constellation Energy Commodities Group
	Phone
	Support

	Leigh Spangler
	Latitude Technologies
	Phone
	--

	Jim Buccigross
	8760 Inc. 
	Phone
	Support

	Jeff Jarvis
	EnCana Marketing (USA) Inc.
	Phone
	Support


10.
Other Participants in Attendance 

	Participant
	Organization
	Attendance

	Jonathan Booe
	NAESB
	In Person

	Christopher Burden
	Williams Gas Pipeline
	Phone

	Tom Gwilliam
	Iroquois
	In Person

	Paul Jones
	Salt River Project
	In Person

	Rae McQuade
	NAESB
	In Person

	Randy Parker
	Exxon Mobile Gas & Power
	In Person

	Marisol Santillan
	Arizona Public Service
	In Person

	Keith Sappenfield
	EnCana Oil and Gas
	Phone

	Micki Schmitz
	NNG
	Phone

	Veronica Thomason
	NAESB
	In Person

	Ronald Tomlinson
	Dominion Transmission Inc
	In Person
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