[image: image1.png]0

I

0




North American Energy Standards Board

801 Travis, Suite 1675, Houston, Texas 77002

Phone:  (713) 356-0060, Fax:  (713) 356-0067, E-mail: naesb@naesb.org


Home Page: www.naesb.org

January 13, 2011
TO:
NAESB Quadrant Executive Committee Members, Alternates and Interested Industry Participants

FROM:
Cory Galik Cummings, Staff Attorney
RE:
Wholesale Gas Quadrant Executive Committee Draft Minutes
NORTH AMERICAN ENERGY STANDARDS BOARD 
WHOLESALE GAS QUADRANT EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING
DRAFT MINUTES
October 28, 2010
1. Welcome
Mr. Buccigross opened the meeting and welcomed the Wholesale Gas Quadrant (WGQ) Executive Committee (EC) members and other participants.  Ms. Cummings gave the antitrust guidance and called the roll of the WGQ EC members and alternates.  Quorum was established.  Mr. Young moved to adopt the agenda.  Mr. Smith seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.
2. Review of WGQ Draft Minutes
Ms. Davis’ redlined version of the August 19, 2010 draft minutes were reviewed.  Ms. Van Pelt moved, seconded by Mr. Young, to adopt the redlined minutes as provided by Ms. Davis.  The motion passed unanimously.
The October 5, 2010 minutes as redlined by Ms. Davis were reviewed.  Ms. Davis moved, seconded by Ms. Crockett, to approve the redlined minutes.  The motion passed unanimously. 
3. Consideration and Vote on Minor Corrections
MC10034:  This minor correction was withdrawn by the submitter as it is duplicative of MC10035.

MC10035:  Mr. Burden provided a review of the minor correction.  He explained that this is a minor correction to NAESB WGQ Version 1.9 / RXQ Version 1.2 to the Internet Electronic Transport Related Standards.  Ms. Van Pelt moved, seconded by Mr. Gracey, to approve the minor correction.  The motion passed a simple majority vote unanimously.

MC10036:  Ms. Davis explained that this item addressed errors to NAESB WGQ Version 2.0 which were discovered during the publication editorial review.  Ms. McQuade explained that it was previously adopted via notational ballot.  There was no additional discussion.
4. Review and discuss Recommendation R10003 
Ms. Davis provided a review of the recommendation to add two new sender’s option data elements “Discount Begin Date” and “Discount End Date” in NAESB WGQ Version 2.1 in the Transactional Reporting – Capacity Release, NAESB WGQ Standard No. 5.4.20 and Transactional Reporting – Firm Transportation, NAESB WGQ Standard No. 5.4.21 datasets.  Formal comments are due on November 1, 2010 and no comments were received as of the date of this meeting.  Mr. Buccigross asked if the recommendation could be voted on via notational ballot if no comments are received.  There was no objection.
5. Review and Discuss Recommendation R09016
Ms. Davis provided the review of the recommendation to add the business conditional data element “Rate Schedule” to NAESB WGQ Version 2.1 in the Bid – NAESB WGQ Standard No. 5.4.25.  Formal comments are due on November 1, 2010 and no comments were received as of the date of this meeting.  Mr. Buccigross suggested that like R10003, if no formal comments are received, the recommendation will be voted on via notational ballot.
6. Review status of Recommendation R10004
Ms. Davis provided the review of the recommendation to modify the usage of the ending time data elements.  She explained that this recommendation is being removed from consideration at this time because during the creation of the Version 2.0 publication, it was discovered that the proposed recommendation did not sync up with the ANSI data sets for the Flowing Gas Related Standards.  Ms. Van Pelt explained that several years ago there was a request (R97064) for all NAESB data sets to be ANSI compliant.  Throughout the years most of them were modified to be compliant but several were not addressed due to higher priority items taking precedence over them.  The WGQ Joint Information Requirements / Technical Subcommittees (IR/Technical) now have the opportunity to address them.  Three of the data sets in R10004 were put on hold until the new ANSI compliant versions are finalized.  At that time, the IR/Technical will apply the appropriate changes to the data sets in the R10004 recommendation and bring it back to the EC, targeted in May, 2011.  Mr. Novak asked about the purpose of maintaining ANSI accreditation if there was no real benefit to the industry.  Ms. Van Pelt responded that it did not take much effort to maintain the accreditation and Mr. Buccigross added that it was necessary to stay in synch with ANSI so the EDI translators can keep track of the codes and data elements.
7. Review, discuss, identify changes and vote to approve changes to the 2010 Annual Plan

The WGQ EC reviewed the 2010 WGQ Annual Plan and updated the status of the items as appropriate.  Participants discussed the scope of 2010 WGQ AP Item 7 (Location Common Codes).  The annual plan item was rewritten to determine if location common codes are necessary.  If so, the WGQ BPS will determine if existing specifications are sufficient, or conversely, if not needed, develop a plan for modification to support removal of location common codes from NAESB WGQ standards.  The rest of the annual plan was reviewed and modified as necessary.
Ms. Davis moved, seconded by Mr. Young, to approve the 2010 WGQ Annual Plan as modified.  The motion passed a simple majority vote unanimously.  
8. Review, discuss, identify changes and vote to approve  the 2011 Annual Plan
Participants reviewed the proposed 2011 WGQ Annual Plan.   The first item on the plan was to reorganize standards manuals for ease of use, starting with the Informational Postings standards.  Ms. Davis noted that this item would require extensive discussion on whether to leave the numbers and rearrange the standards physically or rearrange them both numerically and physically.  Ms. McQuade noted that changing numbers could be problematic and would require FERC assistance.  Ms. Davis also noted that the decision making process to determine how new items would be handled should also be discussed.  The annual plan item was left as written with the understanding that it may change as the item is discussed.  Mr. Novak noted that there was a need to accommodate expansion of the organization, similar to the effort undertaken in the retail quadrants.  He asked the EC to consider when a definition is relied on from another book, to keep the same number from where it came.  Ms. Davis noted that an effort has been made to pull that type of information into the related standards section of the individual manuals but agreed that an effort should be made to better organize that information.  Mr. Precht volunteered some papers to show how the retail quadrants organized its books to demonstrate what Mr. Novak stated.  
Mr. Spangler noted that EDM took a similar action by including a functional arrangement of the standards within the EDM manual.  It was explained that the assignment of this item to IR/Technical, rather than the EDM subcommittee, was made as IR is responsible for the implementation manuals which also include the data dictionaries and Technical was responsible for the EDI portion.  Mr. Novak suggested the creation of a task force to address this item.  Mr. Smith asked if it was reasonable that this item would be complete in 2011.  Ms. Davis answered that this was a multi-year project.  The only due date relates to the development of the game plan for the annual plan item.  She indicated that the creation of a task force to perform the scope and planning work was unnecessary as the IR/Technical group does not have a backlog and the bulk of the work will be performed by the same group anyway.  Mr. Novak suggested assigning this item low priority to prevent it from interfering with the normal course of business.  Ms. Van Pelt disagreed.  She stated that any work assigned from FERC or with a high priority would be handled efficiently and the WGQ EC would make the suggested priorities known to the Board.  A footnote was added to state that business issues would take priority.  Mr. Novak agreed to this approach.  
The rest of the proposed annual plan was reviewed and modified based on the discussion.  Ms. Crockett requested the addition of a provisional item for RM11-1 Notice of Inquiry on Capacity Transfers on Intrastate Natural Gas Pipelines.  Mr. Young moved, seconded by Mr. Smith, to approve the 2011 WGQ Annual Plan as modified.  The motion passed unanimously. 
9. Update on Subcommittee Activities

Triage Subcommittee:  Ms. McQuade reviewed the triage report.  R10009 (addition of a new data element “Open Season ID” in the Transactional Reporting – Firm) was assigned to WGQ BPS.  
Business Practice Subcommittee (BPS):  Ms. Van Pelt provided the update of the BPS.  Two meetings are scheduled for the upcoming months, November 11, 2010 from 10:00 AM to 2:00 PM Central and December 2, 2010 from 2:00 to 4:00 PM Central.  During these meetings the subcommittee will discuss the annual plan item related to DRN location common codes and the two recently triaged items, R10005 and R10009.  Ms. Van Pelt also welcomed Ms. Pennock as the new BPS co-chair for the end-user segment.
Joint Information Requirements and Technical Subcommittee:  Ms. Davis provided the update.  The subcommittee met the previous two days and has some outstanding requests to DISA X12 for code values and data elements..  The subcommittee has also started work on updating the Flowing Gas Related standards (R97064) to bring them into compliance with ANSI.  The next IR/Technical meeting is scheduled for Tuesday and Wednesday, December 7 and 8, 2010 .  

Electronic Delivery Mechanisms (EDM) Subcommittee:  Mr. Burden provided the EDM Subcommittee update.  The subcommittee last met on October 22, 2010 to review the minor correction that was voted on earlier today.  
Interpretations Subcommittee:  Mr. Booe noted that a meeting has been scheduled for November 8, 2010 from 2:30 to 3:30 PM Central to discuss one request for clarification C10001 to interpret the word “tariff” in NAESB WGQ Standard No. 4.2.2.3 to explain whether it includes the negotiated rates, non-conforming agreements in Volume 2 and X rate schedules.

Publication Schedule:  Ms. McQuade reviewed the WGQ, WEQ and Retail publication schedules.  Both WGQ and Retail plan to publish yearly.  WEQ will be published based on the work load.
10. Board of Directors, Board Committee and Regulatory Updates

Board Updates: Ms. McQuade reviewed the minutes from the September 23, 2010 Board of Directors meeting.  
Board Critical Infrastructure Committee:  Ms. McQuade reviewed the notes from the September 30, 2010 Committee meeting.  The committee continues to monitor pending legislation and FERC actions.
Retail and Wholesale Electric key activities:  The Retail Gas and Electric Quadrants continue to work on standards that support customer choice states.  Retail Electric has focused on demand response, energy efficiency and smart grid, all of which are ongoing.  The Wholesale Electric Quadrant continues to focus on demand response, energy efficiency and smart grid activities, as well as standards development related to FERC Order No. 890.    

11. Other Business

EC and Officer Elections:   Ms. McQuade reported that the NAESB office sent out a notice to those EC members whose terms end on December 31, 2010 to determine if they would be interested in running again.  Ms. Rager will also send out an announcement to determine if there are any other candidates for any open positions.  If additional candidates are identified, elections will be held.  
Schedules:   Ms. McQuade reviewed the 2011 schedule.
12. Adjourn

Ms. Davis made the motion to adjourn and Mr. Young seconded.  The meeting adjourned at 12:52 PM Eastern.
10.
Executive Committee Attendance and Voting Record

	Wholesale Gas Quadrant Executive Committee
	Attendance

	Producers Segment
	

	Jim Busch
	BP Energy Company
	--

	Pete Frost
	ConocoPhillips Gas and Power Marketing
	Phone

	Chuck Cook
	ChevronTexaco
	--

	Richard Smith
	Noble Energy
	In Person

	Mike Shepard
	Mewbourne Oil Company
	--

	Pipeline Segment
	

	Mark Gracey for Bill Griffith
	El Paso Natural Gas Company
	In Person

	Kathryn Burch
	Spectra Energy Transmission
	In Person

	Dale Davis
	Williams Gas Pipeline
	In Person

	Randy Young
	Dominion Transmission
	In Person

	Kim Van Pelt
	Panhandle Eastern Pipe Line
	In Person

	Local Distribution Company (LDC) Segment
	

	Rodger Schwecke
	Southern California Gas
	--

	Phil Precht
	Baltimore Gas and Electric
	In Person

	Paul Buckley
	Washington Gas
	--

	Mike Novak
	National Fuel Gas Distribution
	Phone

	Craig Colombo
	Dominion Resources
	In Person

	End Users Segment
	

	Norm Spooner
	Arizona Public Service Company
	--

	Valerie Crockett
	Tennessee Valley Authority
	In Person

	Lori Lynn Pennock 
	Salt River Project
	In Person

	Tina Burnett
	The Boeing Company
	In Person

	Services Segment
	

	James Goerig
	Sequent Energy Management 
	--

	Lisa Simpkins
	Constellation Energy Commodities Group
	In Person

	Leigh Spangler
	Latitude Technologies
	Phone

	Jim Buccigross
	8760 Inc. 
	In Person

	Jeff Jarvis
	EnCana Marketing (USA) Inc.
	Phone


11.
Other Participants in Attendance 

	Participant
	Organization
	Attendance

	Jonathan Booe
	NAESB
	In Person

	Christopher Burden
	Williams Gas Pipeline
	In Person

	Cory Galik Cummings
	NAESB
	In Person

	Tom Gwilliam
	Iroquois
	In Person

	Rachel Hogge
	Dominion Transmission 
	In Person

	Paul Love
	Natural Gas Pipe Line Company of America
	In Person

	Rae McQuade
	NAESB
	In Person

	Sylvia Munson
	SunGard Energy
	In Person

	Keith Sappenfield
	EnCana Oil and Gas
	Phone

	Veronica Thomason
	NAESB
	In Person

	Ronald Tomlinson
	Dominion Transmission Inc
	Phone
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