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WGQ Business Practice Subcommittee
Conference Call Meeting

November 20, 2008 – 12:30 PM to 2:30 PM Central
FINAL MINUTES
1. Administrative
Ms. Van Pelt welcomed the participants to the conference call.  The participants introduced themselves.  Ms. Van Pelt reviewed the agenda and noted that the adoption of the November 13, 2008 minutes should be removed, as the minutes had not been posted.  Ms. Gussow requested that the Gas Quality Reporting Item be moved to agenda item number two.  Ms. Davis moved to adopt the agenda as modified.  Ms. Crockett seconded the motion.  The agenda was adopted without opposition.  Mr. Booe provided the antitrust guidance. 
2. WGQ Annual Plan Item 10 – Standards of Conduct – Review and develop standards, as appropriate, to support posting of standards of conduct information pursuant to Docket No. RM07-1-000 FERC Order No. 717
Mr. Novak reviewed the R08026 Work paper Submitted by M. Novak and D. Davis.  He stated that the work paper combines the Panhandle Eastern and National Fuel Gas Distribution proposal.  He also stated that he had submitted a separate request (R08026) regarding the controversial additional category discussed at the previous meeting.  The participants made a few minor modifications to the work paper.  Mr. Shepard asked if the participants anticipate a rehearing on Order 717 related to the discount reports, and how parties are to review discount arrangements to ensure they are not unduly discriminatory.  Ms. Van Pelt responded that there could be a rehearing and Mr. Love noted that discount arrangements are included on the transactional reports.  Mr. Love asked if he can continue to post duplicative information regarding discounts if the proposed modified standard is adopted.  Mr. Novak stated that any additional postings would be considered exceeding the standard.  Mr. Novak made a motion to adopt the Annual Plan Item 10 (Standards of Conduct)/R08026 Work paper submitted by M. Novak and D. Davis as revised by the WGQ BPS.  Ms. Davis seconded the motion.  The motion passed a simple majority balanced vote.  

	Segment
	Votes Cast
	 
	Balanced Vote
	 

	 
	YES
	NO
	TOTAL
	YES
	NO
	TOTAL

	End Users
	3
	0
	3
	2
	0
	2

	LDCs
	4
	0
	4
	2
	0
	2

	Pipeline
	11
	0
	11
	2
	0
	2

	Producer
	1
	1
	2
	1
	1
	2

	Services
	1
	0
	1
	1
	0
	1

	Total
	20
	1
	23
	8
	1
	9


A redline version of the work paper reflecting the modifications made by the subcommittee during the meeting can be found on the NAESB website through the following link:  http://naesb.org/pdf4/wgq_bps112008a2.doc.
3. WGQ Annual Plan Item 8 – Gas Quality Reporting – Respond to directives of FERC Docket No. RP07-504-000:  ¶10 “… develop a uniform set of standards regarding the posting of rapidly changing gas quality information applicable to those pipelines which are required by their tariffs to do so.”
Ms. Gussow stated that Mr. Frost, an engineer with Florida Power and Light, is in attendance and could provide some comments on the WGQ Annual Plan Item 8 Gas Quality Reporting Work Paper Submitted by D. Chezar, National Grid.  Mr. Novak stated that the participants should note that the proposed standards are navigational and do not require pipelines to make any additional postings regarding gas quality.  Ms. Gussow stated that gas quality information is necessary for calculating the Wobbe Index and heating values, and it would be helpful to have that information available and as easily accessible as possible so that those calculations could be taken into account.  Mr. Novak noted that if power plant operators see changes in gas quality, there are limited adjustments the operators could make.  Ms. Gussow added that there are also warranties issues on the equipment used at power plants that are affected by gas quality.  Mr. Frost stated that if the gas quality changes and the turbines are not tuned to certain specifications there are potential for environmental emissions and equipment problems.  Ms. Burch stated that all pipelines have different requirements and that she does not support expanding the proposed standards beyond what is required by the individual pipeline’s tariff and settlement agreements.  Mr. Lohrman noted that the first paragraph and second paragraph of proposed NAESB WGQ Standard No. 4.3.x1 are inconsistent regarding “gas quality information” and “gas quality parameters”.  The participants corrected the inconsistency and began making modifications to the language of the proposed standard::
Proposed NAESB WGQ Standard No. 4.3.x1
The Transportation Service Provider (TSP) should provide on its Informational Postings Web  Site hourly average gas quality information  (or other agreed to measure of rapidly changing gas quality) to the extent that the TSP is required to do so in its tariff or general terms and conditions, a settlement agreement or FERCby order of an applicable regulatory authority.  

Gas quality parameters posted should include those included in the TSP’s tariff, settlement agreement or FERC order and This information should be posted as soon as practical atfor locations specified in the TSP’s tariff or general terms and conditions, a settlement agreement, or by order of an applicable regulatory authority.  Additionally, postings may be made for locations mutually agreed to by the TSP and its service requestersshippers.

The participants reviewed Proposed NAESB WGQ Standard No. 4.3.x2 and discussed how to format the table containing the data required by Proposed NAESB WGQ Standard No. 4.3.x1.   The participants agreed that the date/time stamp should be specified for each row of data and made the following modifications to the proposed standard:

Proposed NAESB WGQ Standard No. 4.3.x2
Data provided pursuant to proposed NAESB WGQ Standard No. 4.3.x1 should be provided in a tabular downloadable file to be described by the TSP.  The first row of the file should contain the column headers. A date/time stamp should be specified for each row of data in the file.The date and hour should begin on the second row of the file.    
The participants reviewed Proposed NAESB WGQ Standard No. 4.3.x3.  Mr. Novak noted that the purpose of the proposed standard is to include the three month rule for data being posted.  Ms. Van Pelt stated that the same thing could be accomplished by modifying NAESB WGQ Standard No. 4.3.91.  Mr. Novak stated that the capability is different operationally and therefore a new NAESB WGQ Standard 4.3.XX is appropriate.  Mr. Love asked if Mr. Novak wanted the ability to access data for one location or all locations at a specified single hour time frame.  Mr. Novak responded that he does want that ability.  Mr. Love stated that the standard can be interpreted otherwise.  Mr. Goldenberg noted that the first proposed standard references an average rather than a particular time.  Mr. Frost stated that the average resolution and accuracy hourly data can depend on how often data is averaged within the hour.  Mr. Novak suggested defining the term “average” as it applies to hourly data, and stated that he would review the proposed standard and present some modifications at the next meeting.  The modifications made to the proposed standard by the participants are in redline format below:

Proposed NAESB WGQ Standard No.4.3.x3

Data provided pursuant to proposed NAESB WGQ Standard No. 42.3x1 should be made available in a single download for one and /or all location (s) posted for a specified hour range within the most recent three month period.
4. WGQ Annual Plan Item 5 – Capacity Release – Review capacity release transactions upload and related responses to determine suitability for EDI
Ms. Van Pelt stated that the Business Practices Subcommittee discussed these modifications last November because the capacity release uploads were not being used at that time.  Ms. Van Pelt asked if anyone is uploading capacity release transactions.  Ms. Burch responded that people within Spectra have specifically approached her concerning offer uploads.  Ms. Van Pelt noted that if the standardized method for the capability is removed that it will not prevent companies using the capability.  Ms. Davis noted that any modifications made to the NAESB WGQ Capacity Release Standards in response to this WGQ Annual Plan Item would not be included in the FERC Order No. 698 and FERC Order No. 712 recommendation effort currently underway in the Joint WGQ Information Requirements / Technical Subcommittees.. Ms. Davis proposed the following language as a draft instruction for the WGQ IR subcommittee:
The WGQ Business Practice Subcommittee instructs the WGQ Information Requirements Subcommittee to delete the ASCx12 EDI portions of the capacity release upload data sets and corresponding quick responses.
The participants agreed to return to the issue at a subsequent meeting.
5. Schedule Future a Meeting
The participants scheduled a subsequent meeting on the December 10,, 2008 from 9:30 am to 11:30 am Central.
6. Adjourn
Ms. Davis moved to adjourn the meeting and Mr. Burden seconded the motion.  The meeting was adjourned at 2:40 p.m. Central.
7. Attendance 
	Name - First
	Name Last
	Organization

	Jonathan
	Booe
	NAESB

	Kelly
	Brooks
	Williston Basin Interstate Pipeline

	Kathryn
	Burch
	Spectra Energy Transmission

	Christopher
	Burden
	Williams Gas Pipeline

	Amy
	Castronovo
	Endridge Energy

	Valerie
	Crockett
	TVA

	Dale
	Davis
	Williams Gas Pipeline

	Rhonda
	Denton
	BP

	Gene
	Fava
	Great Lakes Gas Transmission

	Jonathan
	Frost
	FPL

	Michael
	Goldenberg
	FERC

	Bill
	Griffith
	El Paso Natural Gas

	Dona
	Gussow
	FPL

	Tom
	Gwilliam
	Iroquois Gas Transmission System

	Brenda 
	Horton
	Kern River Gas

	Lara
	Indrasena
	Consolidated Edison Company of New York

	Richard
	Ishikawa
	Southern California Gas Company

	Bill
	Lohrman 
	FERC

	Paul
	Love
	Natural Gas Pipeline

	Mike
	Novak
	National Fuel

	Don
	Petersen
	PG&E

	Keith 
	Sappenfield
	Encana

	Micki
	Schmitz
	Northern Natural Gas

	Mike 
	Shepard
	Mewbourne Oil

	Ron 
	Tomlinson
	Dominion 

	Kim
	Van Pelt
	PEPL
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