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WGQ Business Practice Subcommittee
Conference Call Meeting

November 13, 2008 – 9:30 AM to 12:00 PM Central
FINAL MINUTES
1. Administrative
Ms. Van Pelt welcomed the participants to the conference call.  The participants introduced themselves.  Mr. Booe provided the antitrust guidance.  At the request of Mr. Novak, the subcommittee modified the agenda to remove WGQ Annual Plan Item 1 - Damage Reporting for Natural Gas Pipelines.  Ms. Davis moved to adopt the agenda as modified.  Mr. Tomlinson seconded the motion.  The agenda was adopted without opposition.  

The participants reviewed the Suggested Changes to October 2, 2008 WGQ BPS Draft Minutes Submitted by D. Davis, Williams Gas Pipeline (Clean).  Ms. Davis offered a few minor modifications.  Ms. Davis moved to adopt the minutes as revised.  Ms. Burch seconded the motion.  The revised minutes were adopted without opposition.  These minutes can be found on the NAESB website through the following link:  http://naesb.org/pdf4/wgq_bps100208fm.doc
Next, the participants reviewed Suggested Changes to October 16, 2008 WGQ BPS Draft Minutes Submitted by D. Davis, Williams Gas Pipeline (Clean).  Mr. Serrano offered a correction to the spelling of his name.  Ms. Davis moved to adopt the minutes as revised.  Mr. Tomlinson seconded the motion.  The revised minutes were adopted without opposition.  These minutes can be found on the NAESB website through the following link:  http://naesb.org/pdf4/wgq_bps101608fm.doc
2. R08019 – Boardwalk Pipeline Partners LP – Change the usage for the data element “Maximum Tariff Rate” from mandatory to sender’s option within the dataset Award Download
Ms. Van Pelt reviewed the instructions to the Information Requirements Subcommittee (“IR”) concerning the request as drafted during the October 2, 2008 BPS meeting:  
NAESB WGQ BPS instructs WGQ IR to accommodate in the capacity release related data sets the ability to differentiate whether market-based rates are applicable on the transportation service provider (TSP) and if they do apply, the TSP does not have to send the data element ‘Maximum Tariff Rate’.  Additionally, determine whether this request can be handled along with the Order Nos. 698/712 efforts in a timely manner.  Also, include a review of its proposed implementation for R07018 accordingly.   

Mr. Love made a motion to adopt the instructions.  Mr. Griffith seconded the motion.  Ms. Davis suggested that the last sentence be modified as follows:

Also, include a review of itsIR’s proposed implementation for R07018 accordingly.

Mr. Love and Mr. Griffith accepted the modification as a friendly amendment to the motion.  Mr. Goldenberg asked how the concept of not sending the maximum tariff rate would affect FERC’s Section 284.13(b) reports.  He pointed out that there is a maximum tariff rate for services that have negotiated rates.  Ms. Davis responded that the issue is for transactions that are market-based rates.  In order to accommodate the fact that there is no corresponding maximum tariff rate, the subcommittee is potentially going to add an indicator that will reflect whether the transaction is market-based rates, and if so, the max tariff rate does not apply and therefore will not be sent in the report. The motion passed a simple majority balanced vote.

	Segment
	Votes Cast
	 
	Balanced Vote
	 

	 
	YES
	NO
	TOTAL
	YES
	NO
	TOTAL

	End Users
	2
	0
	2
	2
	0
	2

	LDCs
	4
	0
	4
	2
	0
	2

	Pipeline
	17
	0
	17
	2
	0
	2

	Producer
	1
	0
	1
	1
	0
	1

	Services
	
	
	 
	0
	0
	0

	Total
	24
	0
	24
	7
	0
	7


3. WGQ Annual Plan Item – Standards of Conduct – Review and develop standards, as appropriate, to support posting of standards of conduct information pursuant to Docket No. RM07-1-000 FERC Order No. 717
Ms. Van Pelt reviewed the Work Paper for Proposed Modification to 4.3.23 Order 717 - Standards of Conduct Submitted by K. Van Pelt, Panhandle Energy Pipelines.  She noted that the work paper is the same as the work paper she prepared for the previous BPS meeting with the exception of a few aesthetic modifications.  Ms. Chezar noted that Ms. Van Pelt’s work paper is identical to the Work Paper Submitted by M. Novak, National Fuel Gas Distribution, with the addition by Mr. Novak of a ‘Misc. Reporting Rqts.’ category and WGQ Proposed Standard 4.3.x1.  Ms. Chezar stated that the Misc. Reporting Rqts. category will provide a place for the continued reporting of discounts if agreed to between a pipeline and its customers.  Mr. Young stated that he does not oppose the proposed concept of the Misc. Reporting Rqts. category but would like to modify the name of the category to Optional Reporting.  Ms. Chezar supported the name change.  Mr. Smith noted that some pipelines may be required to report some of the information the group discussed including under the Misc. Reporting Rqts. category, and therefore the title Optional Reporting may not be appropriate.  Mr. Young stated that he agreed.  Ms. Van Pelt stated that the modifications to WGQ Standard No. 4.3.23 proposed by Panhandle Energy Pipelines were drafted in response to FERC Order No. 717 and that the modifications proposed by Mr. Novak are outside the scope of the WGQ Annual Plan Item for Standards of Conduct.  She suggested that a request be submitted to add the Misc. Reporting Rqts. category.  Ms. Chezar responded that it would be practicable to address the additional category with the Standards of Conduct recommendation given the amount of time that is required to process requests through NAESB.  Ms. Van Pelt stated that the WGQ Executive Committee (“EC”) established the scope for FERC Order No. 717 and that Mr. Novak’s proposed category is outside of that scope.  She also noted that the Misc. Reporting Rqts. category should not be included in WGQ Standard No. 4.3.23 when read in conjunction with WGQ Standard No. 4.3.22.  Ms. Chezar requested that the group be practicable and made a motion to adopt Mr. Novak’s work paper.  Ms. Salvadore seconded the motion.  Ms. Van Pelt stated that the motion is out of order, and suggested that the issue be discussed with the NAESB General Counsel.  Mr. Conner asked if Ms. Chezar is concerned that pipelines will not report information contained in settlement agreements.  Ms. Chezar responded that the additional category proposed by Mr. Novak is intended to give pipelines a place to post information that is agreed to in settlement agreements, such as discounts.  Ms. Davis stated she did not believe Ms. Chezar’s motion was in scope.  Further, with the additional category, pipelines would have to move other items under it that are currently posted elsewhere with better descriptions.  Ms. Davis went on to explain that in some cases a pipeline may have a requirement in its tariff to post information that might be considered ‘critical’ and with the changes proposed by Mr. Novak, it would not be clear where to post the information.  Based on these two issues, she expressed concerns about the proposed changes making the pipelines’ websites less customer friendly.  Ms. Van Pelt noted that the WGQ BPS made an effort to work expeditiously on the item and that it is counterproductive to hold up making the modifications required by FERC Order No. 717 for other modifications that are outside the scope of the Annual Plan Item.  Ms. Chezar stated that she did not intend to slow the NAESB process by moving to approve the work paper with the additional category.  Mr. Smith stated that comments concerning the NAESB process should not be raised in the discussion, as the NAESB process is a separate issue.  Mr. Goldenberg noted that the pipelines should be able to comply with FERC Order No. 717 regardless of a NAESB standard, and that rushing the standard is not necessary.  Ms. Van Pelt stated that if the requirements of FERC Order No. 717 are mandated by FERC prior to a standard being developed the pipelines will have to modify their websites twice, which can be costly.  Ms. Chezar stated that making the modifications to WGQ Standard No. 4.3.23 as proposed by Panhandle and then subsequently addressing a request for the modifications proposed by Mr. Novak would also require the pipelines to modify their websites twice.  Mr. Love stated that the additional category will not be very beneficial to the customer due to the loss of clear identification.  He stated that if there are other posting requirements on the pipeline, it should be up to the individual pipeline to place the information where it can be identified and usable.  Ms. Chezar stated that currently she has difficulty viewing information on pipeline websites, as each pipeline posts differently.

Mr. Conner stated that he does not see the benefit of voting on the recommendation if it will only be rejected at the EC level.  Mr. Smith asked whether or not there is a rush to vote the standard out during this meeting.  Ms. Salvadore stated that she has been unable to reach Mr. Novak and asked if the pipelines would be more comfortable with the new category if proposed WGQ Standard No. 4.3.x1 was modified.  The participants discussed modifications to the language and made the following changes:

Proposed WGQ Standard No. 4.3.x1

To the extent a Transportation Service Provider (TSP) has other informational reporting requirements and obligations, e.g. tariff-based reporting requirements, and/or other voluntary posted information not posted elsewhere on the website, the TSP should organize links to such reports within the categories listed in NAESB WGQ Standard 4.3.23.  If a link is not cannot readily be classified within one of the other categories, is should be prominently displayed as a subcategory under the Misc. Reporting Rqts category. 
Ms. Chezar and Ms. Salvadore accepted the modifications as a friendly amendment to the motion to adopt Mr. Novak’s work paper.  The participants continued to discuss whether the additional category and standard are outside the scope of the WGQ Annual Plan Item, as determined by the WGQ EC.  Ms. Chezar withdrew her motion, contingent that the subcommittee does not vote on Ms. Van Pelt’s work paper during the meeting.  The participants decided to discuss the item at a future WGQ BPS conference call.  The participants scheduled a conference call for November 20, 2008 from 12:30 pm to 2:30 pm Central.
4. Adjourn
The meeting was adjourned by consensus at 12:15 p.m. Central.
5. Attendance 
	Name - First
	Name Last
	Organization

	Jonathan
	Booe
	NAESB

	Debbie
	Bradbury
	PEPL

	Kelly
	Brooks
	Williston Basin Interstate Pipeline

	Kathryn
	Burch
	Spectra Energy Transmission

	Christopher
	Burden
	Williams Gas Pipeline

	Amy 
	Castronova
	Enbridge Energy

	Dolores
	Chezar 
	National Grid Gas Distribution Company

	Pete
	Connor
	NiSource

	Dale
	Davis
	Williams Gas Pipeline

	Gene 
	Fava
	Great Lakes Gas Transmission

	Belinda
	Friis
	Vector Pipeline

	Michael
	Goldenberg
	FERC

	Bill
	Griffith
	El Paso Natural Gas

	Dona
	Gussow
	FPL

	Tom 
	Gwilliam
	Iroquois Gas Transmission System

	Richard
	Ishikawa
	Southern California Gas Company

	Brenda 
	Horton
	Kern River Gas Transmission

	Bill
	Lorhman 
	FERC

	Paul
	Love
	Natural Gas Pipeline

	Don
	Petersen
	PG&E

	Barbara
	Salvadore
	National Fuel Distribution

	Fernando
	Serrano
	Calpine

	Micki
	Schmitz
	Northern Natural Gas

	Donna
	Scott
	Florida Gas Transmission

	Richard 
	Smith
	Noble Energy

	Ron 
	Tomlinson
	Dominion Transmission 

	Kim
	Van Pelt
	PEPL

	Randy
	Young
	Boardwalk Pipelines
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