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TO:
NAESB Wholesale Electric Quadrant (WEQ) and Wholesale Gas Quadrant (WGQ) Business Practices Subcommittees Conference Call Participants and Posting for Interested Parties

FROM: 
James Culliton, NAESB Staff Attorney
RE:
WEQ & WGQ Business Practices Subcommittees (BPS) Conference Call Draft Minutes – December 18, 2009
DATE:

December 23, 2009
NORTH AMERICAN ENERGY STANDARDS BOARD
Wholesale Gas & Electric Quadrants’ Joint Business Practices Subcommittees Conference Call
December 18, 2009 – 9:00 AM to 10:30 AM Central

DRAFT MINUTES
1. Administrative
Mr. Skiba welcomed the participants to the meeting.  Mr. Culliton provided the antitrust guidance. The participants introduced themselves over the telephone. Ms. Davis moved to approve the proposed agenda and Mr. Griffith seconded the motion. The agenda was unanimously adopted as written. Mr. Skiba then provided general guidance as to the nature of each working paper.
2. Review Formal Comments Submitted by Consumers Energy
a) NRG Energy suggested modifications
Mr. Johnson explained the pre-submitted suggested changes to the definitions of Power Plant Gas Coordinator (PPGC) and Power Plant Gas Coordinator Facility (PPGC Facility). He explained that he had proposed 1) adding detail for clarity about the meaning of “gas requirements;” 2) adding “may” to the second sentence because a PPGC does not necessarily perform all enumerated functions; 3) adding “and communicated …” to the third sentence to reflect the reality that a TSP
 may need to be contacted in certain contexts. In the ensuing discussion about the third sentence, “(s)” was added to TSP because more than one TSP may be involved; the participants agreed that they had no desire to restrict TSP to the singular since multiple TSPs are foreseeable. In addition, “some or all” was added to the second sentence to further support the desire for flexible wording crafted to encompass many different possible scenarios. 
Ms. Pysh expressed a level of discomfort at the possibility of an uneven playing field given the permissive wording Specifically, how the wording becomes mandatory if and when they are incorporated into binding federal law. There was some discussion relating to the mechanics of this process; Mr. Culliton undertook to provide more guidance at the subsequent subcommittee meeting.

Relating to PPGC Facility, Ms. Davis asked why there was a distinction drawn between “startup” and “ongoing” plants in the definition. She then asked the participants for their views. Mr. Taniwha agreed it should be discussed, noting no explicit reference to “joule fuel” or multi-fuel facilities. Mr. Skiba stated that there had been no intent to exclude multi-fuel plants from coverage under this definition.

This led to a more general discussion of the need to create common WEQ-WGQ definitions/interpretations in the standards.
 Ms. Pysh asked whether there was a process to reevaluate or reexamine approved definitions/interpretations. Two options were presented in response: 1) ask for reconsideration; 2) submit a standards request for a modification to an existing standard. The participants were uncertain as to the mechanics of reconsideration; Mr. Culliton undertook to provide clarity at the next meeting. 

Mr. Johnson asked whether the changes to the PPGC Facility definition adequately respond to the comments raised before submission to the EC. Mr. Skiba suggested striking the second sentence; there was no opposition and the sentence was struck. 

The group then discussed the utility of Ms. Pysh’s suggested acronym, PPGCF, for PPGC Facility. After weighing the merits of making said change, the participants decided against its adoption. 

The participants asked that their preference for meeting working papers being included as attachments to the minutes be noted in the minutes. 

Mr. Johnson then made the following motion: in response to formal comments provided by Consumers Energy for recommendation (WEQ 2009 AP Items 5.a.2 (R08004) and 5.i (R09011) - Multiple Annual Plan Items Affecting WEQ-011 Gas/Electric Coordination), the WGQ/WEQ Joint BPS Subcommittee hereby submits comments on definitions (Power Plant Gas Coordinator (PPGC), Power Plant Gas Coordinator Facility (PPGC Facility), and Transportation Service Provider) and forwards the proposed changes to the WEQ EC for consideration. Mr. Pritchard seconded the motion. Ms. Pysh asked where the definition for TSP had been taken from. Mr. Skiba answered that it may be found on the third working paper posted for today’s meeting. The motion carried unanimously. 
Ms. Davis then moved to adopt the modified definitions for Power Plant Gas Coordinator (NAESB WGQ Standard No. 0.2.1) and Power Plant Gas Coordinator Facility (#NAESB WGQ Standard No. 0.2.2) previously adopted by the Joint WGQ/WEQ BPS Subcommittee on September 28, 2009 regarding request R09011. The motion carried without opposition.
The participants made some further edits after the meeting for clarity.
 The final modified WGQ proposals and WEQ proposals, incorporating changes made during and after the conference call are found on the NAESB website and at the hyperlinks above. 
3. Next Steps
There was some general discussion of the importance of coordination between segments.  No specific action was identified nor was any motion made.
4. Adjourn
Ms. Davis moved to adjourn the meeting.  Ms. Van Pelt seconded the motion.  The meeting adjourned at 11:20 am Central.
5. Attendance

	Name:
	Organization

	Phil Precht
	Baltimore Gas and Electric

	Mark Wilke
	Columbia Gulf Transmission

	Ron Tomlinson
	Dominion Transmission Inc.

	Alan Pritchard
	Duke Energy

	Bill Griffith
	El Paso Natural Gas

	Darren Anderson
	Idaho Power

	Michael Taniwha
	ISO New England

	Alan Johnson
	NRG Energy

	Ed Skiba
	Midwest ISO

	James Culliton
	NAESB

	Mike Novak 
	National Fuel Gas Distribution

	Micki Schmitz
	Northern Natural Gas

	Kim Van Pelt
	Panhandle Eastern Pipe Line Co.

	Rose Pysh
	United Illuminating

	Christopher Burden
	Williams Gas Pipeline

	Dale Davis
	Williams Gas Pipeline

	Kelly Brooks
	Williston Basin

	Lori Myerchin
	Williston Basin

	Beth Martin
	Wisconsin Electric


�Can we please spell out Transportation Service Provider since it is not  confused with Transmission Service Provider in the meeting notes.


�I’m not sure what this means


�I don’t remember making this statement.


�This seems awkward.  The entire point of the meeting was to come up with common definitions and the notes are stating we need to develop common definitions and interpretations.


�Is this needed?


�To say changes were made after the meeting  in the meeting minutes is not appropriate.  What actually happened was that the WEQ gave the Co-Chairs the authority to submit the form comments.  We did not make further edits to the language approved by the Joint WEQ and WGQ BPS.  The co-chairs developed the formal comments that included the revised language approved by the WEQ BPS and WGQ BPS the recommendation form was the document that was being editted.


�In Previous meetings we asked that the names be listed by quadrant/segment
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