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TO:
NAESB Wholesale Electric Quadrant (WEQ) and Wholesale Gas Quadrant (WGQ) Business Practices Subcommittees Conference Call Participants and Posting for Interested Parties

FROM: 
Cory Galik Cummings, NAESB Staff Attorney
RE:
WEQ & WGQ Business Practices Subcommittees (BPS) conference call Draft Minutes – December 15, 2009
DATE:

December 15, 2009
NORTH AMERICAN ENERGY STANDARDS BOARD
WHOLESALE ELECTRIC QUADRANT and WHOLESALE GAS QUADRANT
Joint BPS Conference Call Meeting
December 15, 2009 –9:30 AM to 11:00 AM Central

DRAFT MINUTES
1. Administrative
Mr. Skiba welcomed the participants to the meeting.  Ms. Cummings gave the antitrust guidelines.  The participants introduced themselves on the phone.  Ms. Van Pelt moved to approve the agenda as written and Ms. Davis seconded the motion.  The agenda was unanimously adopted as drafted

Participants reviewed the redlined version of the September 14, 2009 draft minutes provided by Ms. Davis.  The attendance list was reformatted to be grouped by segment rather than by last name.  The motion to accept the changes was made by Ms. Davis and seconded by Ms. Van Pelt.  The motion passed unanimously.  
2. Review of Recommendation and Redline Changes to WEQ-011 Gas/Electric Coordination
The posted recommendation was voted on during the September 28, 2009 joint WEQ/WGQ BPS meeting.  It was posted for a 30 day formal comment and the WEQ received one set of substantive comments.  The SRS also posted comments but did not offer any additional changes.  At this point, the BPS is unable to make changes to the recommendation, but as a courtesy to the WEQ EC, the WEQ BPS reviews formal comments and offers suggestions to the EC as to whether or not they recommend the EC take particular action on the comments.  The co-chairs exchanged emails and agreed to utilize today’s conference call to discuss whether or not to provide guidance to the EC on the comment received.  During the joint WEQ/WGQ BPS meetings on September 14, 2009 and September 28, 2009, discussion was held on changes to be made to both the WEQ and WGQ business practices; one of the agreed changes was to change Power Plan Operator to Power Plant Gas Coordinator.  Consumers Energy commented that the change of the term created confusion.
A question arose regarding whether or not the request for formal comments should have been submitted jointly, rather than separately.  Participants discussed whether to revise the recommendation based on the Consumer Energy comments and submit it for a joint 30 day formal comment period and hold a joint WEQ/WGQ EC meeting to vote on the recommendation rather than have the two ECs vote on it separately at the February EC meetings.  Mr. Skiba suggested that the WGQ post their recommendation for formal comment and hold a joint EC meeting to address the comments received and to ensure conforming changes are made to both sets of standards.  The group agreed.  

It was agreed upon by the joint BPS that the WGQ will make changes to its recommendation and send it out for a 30 day comment period.  The group will make suggested changes to present to the WEQ EC and a joint EC meeting will be held to review and vote on the two recommendations.  
3. Review Formal Comments Submitted by Consumers Energy
Ms. Van Pelt stated that the definitions were created by the joint WEQ/WGQ BPS during well attended meetings.  While she understood the concern expressed by Consumers Energy in using an unfamiliar term, the joint BPS went to great strides to create terms that have common understanding for the two quadrants.  The terms Power Plant Gas Coordinator and Power Plant Gas Coordinator have both been approved by the FERC.  The recommendation changed the term but did not change the definition.
Next, participants discussed Company A and Company B referenced in Consumers Energy’s example.  Ms. Davis opined that Company B could be several companies and the joint BPS attempted to create a term that would encompass all of them.  Mr. Novak hoped to assure everyone that Company B is not a Transmission Service Provider (TSP).  The joint subcommittee reviewed the definition of TSP as drafted on September 28, 2009.  Mr. Johnson asked why the reference to pipelines was taken out of the TSP definition.  He thought that would remove some of the ambiguity.  Mr. Skiba noted that it was a conscious decision for the joint BPS to remove the reference to the pipelines in the definition.  Mr. Novak added that the term TSP was created instead of utilizing the term pipeline because multiple parties could provide transportation service.  Ms. Davis asked if it would be helpful to reference the WGQ entity that is providing the service in the definition.  Mr. Novak answered that the confusion is that when an LDC provides service, it provides retail service, not wholesale.  Participants revised the definition of TSP to read, “Interstate pipeline(s), intrastate pipeline(s), natural gas gathering pipeline(s) or a local distribution company(ies) that provides natural gas delivery services (e.g. transportation).”  It will be submitted as a comment to the WEQ EC for consideration.
Participants agreed to schedule another call for Friday, December 18, 2009 from 9:00 am to 10:30 am Central to finish the review of the formal comments submitted by Consumers Energy and formulate comments to submit to the WEQ EC.
4. Adjourn
Ms. Davis moved, seconded by Ms. Van Pelt, to adjourn the meeting at 11:12 am Central.
5. Attendance

	Name:
	Segment
	Organization

	Cory Galik Cummings
	N/A
	NAESB 

	Beth Martin
	WEQ – Distribution 
	Wisconsin Electric

	Alan Pritchard
	WEQ – Distribution 
	Duke Energy

	Alan Johnson
	WEQ – Generation 
	NRG Energy

	Ed Skiba
	WEQ – IGO/RTO
	Midwest ISO

	Jimmy Womack
	WEQ – IGO/RTO
	SPP

	Narinder Saini
	WEQ – Transmission 
	Entergy

	Dona Gussow
	WGQ – End User 
	FPL

	Shirley Steff
	WGQ – End User 
	FPL

	Mike Novak
	WGQ – LDC
	National Fuel Gas Distribution

	Phil Precht
	WGQ – LDC
	Baltimore Gas & Electric

	Micki Schmitz
	WGQ – LDC 
	Northern Natural Gas Company

	Pete Connor
	WGQ – LDC
	NiSource

	Iris King
	WGQ – Pipeline 
	Dominion

	Bill Griffith
	WGQ – Pipeline 
	El Paso Natural Gas

	Lori Myerchin
	WGQ – Pipeline 
	Williston Basin

	Susan Braden
	WGQ – Pipeline 
	Golden Pass Pipeline

	Tom Gwilliam
	WGQ – Pipeline 
	Iroquois Gas Transmission System

	Tim Thompson
	WGQ – Pipeline 
	Southern Star

	Paul Love
	WGQ – Pipeline 
	Natural Gas Pipeline Co of America

	Kim Van Pelt
	WGQ – Pipeline 
	Panhandle Eastern Pipe Line Co.

	Kathryn Burch
	WGQ – Pipeline 
	Spectra Energy Transmission

	Christopher Burden
	WGQ – Pipeline 
	Williams Gas Pipeline

	Dale Davis
	WGQ – Pipeline 
	Williams Gas Pipeline

	Richard Smith
	WGQ – Supplier 
	Noble Energy

	Keith Sappenfield
	WGQ – Services
	EnCana Oil & Gas

	Leigh Spangler
	WGQ – Services
	Latitude Technologies
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