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RECOMMENDATION TO NAESB EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

                                       For Quadrant:
Wholesale Electric Quadrant
                                       Requesters:
Standards Review Subcommittee (SRS)
                                       Request No.: 
2012 AP Item 1(d)

                                       Request Title:
Revised Bulk Electric System Definition

1.  RECOMMENDED ACTION:
EFFECT OF EC VOTE TO ACCEPT RECOMMENDED ACTION:

	X
	Accept as requested
	X
	Change to Existing Practice

	
	Accept as modified below
	
	Status Quo

	
	Decline
	
	


2.  TYPE OF DEVELOPMENT/MAINTENANCE

	Per Request:
	Per Recommendation:

	
	Initiation
	
	Initiation

	X
	Modification
	X
	Modification

	
	Interpretation
	
	Interpretation

	
	Withdrawal
	
	Withdrawal

	
	
	
	

	
	Principle
	
	Principle

	X
	Definition
	X
	Definition

	
	Business Practice Standard
	
	Business Practice Standard

	
	Document
	
	Document

	
	Data Element
	
	Data Element

	
	Code Value
	
	Code Value

	
	X12 Implementation Guide
	
	X12 Implementation Guide

	
	Business Process Documentation
	
	Business Process Documentation


3.  RECOMMENDATION

SUMMARY:


Modify the definition of Bulk Electric System to be consistent with the NERC approved definition for Bulk Electric System.
Recommended Standards:

000-2
Definition of Terms

The terms listed in the following table are used in the NAESB WEQ Business Practice Standards and shall have the definitions specified in the table.

	Term
	Definition

	Bulk Electric System 
	Shall have the same meaning as defined in the Glossary of Terms Used in NERC Reliability Standards document which is available at: NERC > Standards > Reliability Standards. 


4.  SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION
a.  
Description of Request:

NORTH AMERICAN ENERGY STANDARDS BOARD

2012 ANNUAL PLAN for the WHOLESALE ELECTRIC QUADRANT

	1
	Develop business practices standards as needed to complement reliability standards

	
	d)
	Coordinate with NERC on changes to the definition of Bulk Electric System NERC Project 2010-17 Definition of Bulk Electric System. 
Status: Started (Initial review performed to determine whether NAESB should adopt revised NERC definition or maintain existing definition.  The decision was made to recommend adopting revised NERC definition and NERC is planning to complete its efforts by 1st Quarter 2012, upon which NAESB’s efforts are contingent.)
	2nd Q, 2012
	SRS


b.
Description of Recommendation:

See Section 3 Summary for description of recommendation.
c.
Business Purpose:

Under NERC Standards Development Project 2010-17 ― Definition of Bulk Electric System, NERC is modifying its definition of the Bulk Electric System.  The proposed change to NAESB definition is to satisfy paragraph 40 of Order No. 676, in which the Commission stated “It is appropriate that NERC take the lead on defining these terms, as they are reliability-related, and that these same definitions be used by the WEQ in its standards.  In future versions of the standards, NAESB should use the NERC definitions relating to reliability.”
d.
Commentary/Rationale of Subcommittee(s)/Task Force(s):
In Docket No. RM05-5-000; Order No. 676 (Standards for Business Practices and Communication Protocols for Public Utilities) issued on April 25, 2006, the Commission stated:

40.
While we will accept the definitions associated with the four existing standards complementing NERC's Version 0 reliability standards so that these standards can be implemented, we agree with the ISO/RTO Council that in the future there should be a single definition of reliability terms.  It is appropriate that NERC take the lead on defining these terms, as they are reliability-related, and that these same definitions be used by the WEQ in its standards.  In future versions of the standards, NAESB should use the NERC definitions relating to reliability. [emphasis added]
During the June 21, 2011 WEQ SRS conference call the subcommittee reviewed the Bulk Electric System Definition Review work paper.  The work paper identified all instances of where the term Bulk Electric System was used.  The term is only used in other definitions and in the WEQ-008 Transmission Loading Relief Business Practice Standards which is tightly coupled with the NERC IRO-006 and IRO-006-EAST Standards.  Based on this review it was recommended that NAESB adopt the NERC definition for the Bulk Electric System once it is finalized.  Refer to WEQ SRS June 21, 2011 Final Minutes for additional information.
NOTE:  Additional detail needs to be included here once the NERC Board of Trustees approves the NERC definition for Bulk Electric System.
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