OATI Comments on “NITS New Flow” – 11/25/2009

The following are proposed changes limited to the WEQ 001-102 standards related to ‘Initial NITS Application’.  These comments use the concept of a single “status” state transition table as discussed at the last face-to-face meeting and example submitted by Duke (Alan P).

MO Comment: I have not attempted to rework the following 001-102 standards to be consistent with the agreed-to state table. I think that changes will be needed.

001-102
NETWORK INTEGRATION SERVICE – INITIAL APPLICATION

001- 102.1 
Submission of NITS Application (previously 001-xx(2).1)
001- 102.1.1 
An Eligible Customer shall submit, or arrange for the submittal through an agent authorized by the Eligible Customer, the initial NITS Application on the Transmission Provider’s OASIS in accordance with the technical requirements of WEQ Standards WEQ-002, WEQ-003 and WEQ-013. (Previously 001-xx(2).1.1)
001-102.1.1.1
OASIS shall assign a unique identifier in association with each NITS Application for use by the Eligible Customer and the Transmission Provider to refer to a specific NITS Application.
001-102.1.1.2
The Eligible Customer may enter and update information on OASIS in association with a NITS Application prior to submission for review by the Transmission Provider by identifying the NITS Application as PENDING.
001-102.1.1.3
All related requests (e.g., load forecasts, resource designations, etc.) associated with such a PENDING NITS Application shall also be deemed PENDING until submitted for consideration by the Transmission Provider.
001-102.1.1.4
OASIS shall restrict access to and viewing of all information associated with a PENDING NITS Application to the Eligible Customer and the Transmission Provider.
001- 102.1.2
The Eligible Customer shall indicate to the Transmission Provider that the initial NITS Application is ready for Transmission Provider review by setting the NITS Application status to QUEUED.  
001-102.1.2.1
OASIS shall set the queued time for the NITS Application and all related requests to the time that the Eligible Customer sets the application status to QUEUED, and shall update the status of all related PENDING requests to QUEUED.
001-102.1.2.2
The Eligible Customer shall ensure that the following information is included in the NITS Application or has otherwise been communicated to the Transmission Provider at time of submission on OASIS:

· Commencement date and initial term of service
· Statement that the party requesting service is, or will be upon commencement of service, an Eligible Customer.
· Signed statement attesting that all of the DNRs in the NITS application satisfy the required conditions. [PRS: Is it not sufficient that each individual DNR request include such an attestation?  Also, for addition of a DNR, failure to provide such attestation is deemed a DEFICIENCY which means they can supply it through informal discussion with TP.  So, should this REALLY be a requirement on submission?]
· [PRS: I would add the following as minimum information:

· Description of load and required load and resource forecasts
· Designated Network Load(s) for at least initial 12 months of service
· Designated Network Resource(s) for at least initial 12 months of service in amount needed to meet the designated load.

001-102.1.3
The Transmission Provider shall specify any additional minimum amount of information required to be supplied in the initial NITS Application.  Submission of a NITS Application that does not contain the minimum required information may be deemed INVALID by the Transmission Provider.  (previously 001-xx(2).1.7)
001- 102.1.3
The Transmission Provider shall specify the amount of information required for a executed Completed NITS Application.  (previously 001-xx(2).1.12) [PRS: move to later]
001- 102.1.4
Queue time is the time the NITS Application is submitted on OASIS (not the time the Eligible Customer begins entering information into a NITS Application). (previously 001-xx(2).1.8) [PRS: Captured above in 102.1.2.]
001- 102.1.5
The Eligible Customer shall include a signed statement attesting that all of the DNRs in the NITS application satisfies the required conditions. (previously 001-xx(2).1.13) [PRS: Captured above in 102.1.2]
001- 102.1.6
The application shall include a statement that the party requesting service is, or will be upon commencement of service, an Eligible Customer. (previously 001-xx(2).1.14) [PRS: Captured above in 102.1.2]
001- 102.1.7
The Network Customer may enter in information for DNRs, DNLs, and Network Transmission Commitment (NTC) during the NITS application process. (previously 001-xx(2).1.15) [PRS: Captured loosely above in 101.2 and 102.1.1.3]
001-102.2
Review of NITS Application
001-102.2.1
The Transmission Provider shall review each QUEUED NITS Application to determine if the information supplied by the Eligible Customer in all the requests associated with the NITS Application is complete and accurate.
001-102.2.1.2
If the Transmission Provider determines that the information supplied by the Eligible Customer is incomplete or one or more requests associated with the NITS Application contains materially incorrect information which can not be remedied through a DEFICIENT Application, the Transmission Provider shall indicate those portions of the NITS Application as INVALID and set the overall NITS Application to INVALID.

001-102.2.1.3
In response to an INVALID NITS Application, the Eligible Customer may resubmit a new or revised NITS Application with the correct information and will be assigned a new priority based on the queue time of the new/revised application.

001-102.2.2
For each request associated with the NITS Application, the Transmission Provider shall indicate if the information supplied is sufficient to be deemed COMPLETED, or, if not, shall indicate the request to be DEFICIENT.
001-102.2.3
If the Transmission Provider determines one or more requests associated with the NITS Application are deemed DEFICIENT, the Transmission Provider shall set the overall NITS Application to DEFICIENT and begin informal communications with the Eligible Customer to seek to resolve those deficiencies.
001-102.2.4
In response to a DEFICIENT NITS Application, the Eligible Customer shall supply any additional information, revise existing requests, and/or WITHDRAW and resubmit the necessary information in association with each request designated as DEFICIENT by the Transmission Provider.
001-102.2.4.1
The Eligible Customer shall indicate that updated information has been provided in response to a DEFICIENT request by setting that request’s status to REEVALUATE to notify the Transmission Provider that the request should be reevaluated.

001-102.2.4.2
On notification that the Eligible Customer has supplied the necessary information, either on or off OASIS as appropriate, to remedy a deficiency in a request associated with the NITS Application, the Transmission Provider shall indicate that the deficiency has been remedied by setting the request’s status to COMPLETED.  If the deficiency has not been remedied, the Transmission Provider shall reset the request’s status to DEFICIENT.
001-102.2.5
If the Eligible Customer fails to respond to the Transmission Provider’s notice of a DEFICIENT NITS Application, or fails to remedy the deficiency to the Transmission Provider’s satisfaction in a timely manner, the Transmission Provider shall remove the NITS Application from further consideration by setting the status to DECLINED.

001-102.2.6
If the Eligible Customer fails to supply the necessary credit or deposit information in a timely manner, the Transmission Provider may respond by setting the NITS Application status to DECLINED.







001-102.2.2
The following timing requirements shall apply to all Network Integration Transmission Service Application requests:

Table 4-x

APPlication REQUEST Timing Requirements

	Application
	Status
	Provider Evaluation Time Limit1
	Customer Confirmation Time Limit2

	NITS Application
	SUBMITTED
	15 days
	


Take table out
Notes for Table 4-x:
1
Consistent with regulations and filed tariffs, measurement starts at the time the request is SUBMITTED.

2
Consistent with regulations and filed tariffs, measurement starts at the time the request is DEFICIENT.

(Previously 001-xx.7)
001-102.2.2
After expiration of the Customer Confirmation Time Limit, specified in Table 4-x Application Request Timing Requirements, the Transmission Provider has a right to move the request to the DENIED state. (Previously 001-xx.6)

001-102.3
Deficient NITS Application
001-102.3.1
Prior to setting a request to DEFICIENT or DENIED a Transmission Provider shall evaluate the sufficiency of the request. (Previously 001-xx.2) [PRS: Captured in 102.2.1]
001-102.3.2
The Transmission Provider shall have 15 days from the date of submittal of the NITS Application to notify the Eligible Customer of all deficiencies in the NITS Application. (previously 001-xx(2).1.9) [PRS: Not incorporated due to subcommittee actions regarding timing for deficiencies.]
001-102.3.3
The Transmission Provider shall use the status of DEFICIENT to initiate the negotiation correcting information. (Previously 001-xx.4) [PRS: Captured in 102.2.2]
001-102.3.4
If the Transmission Provider determines there is insufficient information available to grant the Network Customer’s request, and there is no obligation to provide deficiency, the Transmission Provider may respond by setting the request status to DENIED. (Previously 001-xx.2.1) [PRS: Captured in 102.2.1.2]
001-102.3.5
If the Transmission Provider determines there is insufficient credit or deposit information, the Transmission Provider may respond by setting the request status to DENIED. (Previously 001-xx.2.1) [PRS: Captured in 102.2.6]
001-102.3.6
If the Transmission Provider determines there is incorrect information in the Network Customer’s request, the Transmission Provider shall respond by setting the request status to DEFICIENT. (Previously 001-xx.3.1) [PRS: Captured in 102.2.2]
001-102.3.7
From DEFICIENT, a Network Customer may change the status to REMOVE or REEVALUATE.  The Network Customer has the amount of time designated as Customer Confirmation Time Limit in Table 4-x Application Request Timing Requirements to change the state of the request to REEVALUATE.  The Customer Confirmation Time Limit is measured from the first time the request is moved to DEFICIENT, and is not reset with subsequent iterations of negotiation. 
(Previously 001-xx.5.1) [PRS: Captured in 102.2.4]
001-102.3.8
If the Network Customer is attempting to correct information and has not done so in a reasonable time period, and the Transmission Provider elects to not continue on with the deficiency, the Transmission Provider shall notify the customer by setting the request status to DENIED. (Previously 001-xx.4.1) [PRS: Captured in 102.2.5]
001-102.3.9
If the deficiency is not remedied, the NITS Application shall be deemed invalid. (previously 001-xx(2).1.11) [PRS: Captured in 102.2.5]
001-102.3
Completion of NITS Application

001-102.3.1
When all pending requests associated with the NITS Application have been designated as COMPLETED and the Transmission Provider has reviewed all such information for completeness, the Transmission Provider shall indicate that the NITS Application is deemed complete by setting the overall NITS Application status to COMPLETED.
001-102.3.1.2
The minimum information supplied in association with a NITS Application to be deemed completed shall include: [PRS: Want to go here?]
001-102.3.2
OASIS shall set the queue time of all COMPLETED requests associated with the COMPLETED NITS Application to be equal to the queue time established on the initial submission of the application.
001-102.3.3
The COMPLETED NITS Application and set of associated COMPLETED requests shall constitute the entire initial NITS Application to be considered and evaluated further for granting of service by the Transmission Provider.
001-102.4
Completed NITS Application
001-102.4.1
If the Transmission Provider determines there is sufficient information available to grant the Network Customer’s request, the Transmission Provider shall respond by setting the request status to EVALUATE. (Previously 001-xx.3) [PRS: Captured in 102.3.1]
001-102.4.2
If the Transmission Provider determines there is sufficient information available to grant the Network Customer’s request, the Transmission Provider shall respond by setting the request status to EXECUTED. (Previously 001-xx.3.2) [PRS: Should be incorporated into 102.3]
001-102.5
The Network Customer may change a request from SUBMITTED, RECEIVED, EVALUTE, DEFICIENT, or REEVALUATE to REMOVE at any time prior to EXECUTED. (Previously 001-xx.5) [PRS: Should be incorporated into 102.3]
NOTE: OASIS will have a data element to record Executed Completed Application date – NAESB will not define what this time is the OATT defines, the significance of this time is that it starts the 30 day clock for the transmission provider to offer the customer a system impact study agreement (section 32.1 of the pro forma OATT)

PRS Comment:  Customer identity – may not be the same as the entity submitting the request, e.g., designated agent may make the submission but ultimate signatory on the agreement is the customer owning the load.

PRS Comment:  Term of service – min 1 year; 5 year to qualify for rollover

PRS Comment:  Description of load – should be something that anchors this request; not necessarily the full set of discreet loads (DNLs)

NOTE:  Include Ancillary Service requests

NOTE:  Include something along the lines of Motions 4 and 9:

Motion 4 - Queue time is time initial application is “submitted” on OASIS (not the time the initial application is started on OASIS) with a deadline for submittal of all information (remedying deficiencies). If deficiencies are not remedied by the deadline, the application will be deemed invalid.  Response:  see above
Motion 9 - NAESB standards will say the transmission provider shall specify the minimum amount of information prior to submittal of a NITS application and obtaining a queue time.  Response:  see above
Note:  Final state here would be “completed” or some sort of rejection for not completing (i.e. INVALID ???)
Note:  In giving the “reason for denial” there is a need to be sensitive to the insufficient credit or deposit denial information posted publicly on OASIS

Note: These state changes require dynamic notification to the Network Customer if the Network Customer has requested dynamic notification on OASIS.
Note:  Allow for customer to electronically link certain application information and don’t forget ability to supply certain information by mail.
Note:  What about pre-confirmed requests – should they not also be addressed – especially with respect to retraction/withdrawal?

Note:
If the additional load can not be aggregated under an existing DNL assigned under the NITS Application, the Transmission Provider shall assign a unique DNL reference number, update the new DNL request with the name of that DNL as submitted by the Network Customer, and register the new name with TSIN.   -- Entergy questions whether it is appropriate for the TP to be registering the new name.

Need to address in various sections of the standards:  OATi informal comment:  This set of standards are titled to apply to NTCs, DNRs, and DNLs.  The OS has no doubt discussed these concepts at length, but there really appears to be some concepts that may not apply to each of these requests.  For instance, in a NITS application, can the TP exclude portions of load (partial DNL)?  Does a TC really apply for a NTC?  It would seem much more likely that a customer requests the Designation of a Network Resource (DNR) and the NTC needed to support delivery of that DNR to load is an outcome of the assessment/study of the DNR.  If the TP can’t grant a NTC is there, or can there really be, a DNR anymore?? I would also doubt the TC can control the flow of electrons such that for a given resource and load they can use one path versus another in most circumstances; maybe an east vs. west variant.  At best, information related to a NTC in support of a DNR would be dependent on and subordinate to the DNR itself.  This relationship is not clear as written.
State Table for Network Service Application
(* indicates final state)

	State
	TP Response Options
	TC Response Options

	PENDING
	
	QUEUED

	QUEUED
	RECEIVED
	WITHDRAWN*

	RECEIVED
	INVALID*

DEFICIENT
COMPLETED
STUDY

COUNTEROFFER

ACCEPTED
	WITHDRAWN*

	DEFICIENT
	INVALID*

DECLINED*

COMPLETED
	REEVALUATE
WITHDRAWN*

	REEVALUATE
	INVALID*

DEFICIENT
COMPLETED
STUDY

COUNTEROFFER

ACCEPTED
DECLINED*
	WITHDRAWN*

REEVALUATE

	COMPLETED
	STUDY

COUNTEROFFER

ACCEPTED
	WITHDRAWN*

	STUDY
	COUNTEROFFER

ACCEPTED

DECLINED*
	WITHDRAWN*

	COUNTEROFFER
	RETRACTED*
	WITHDRAWN*

CONFIRMED*
REBID

	REBID
	TBD
	TBD

	ACCEPTED
	RETRACTED*
	WITHDRAWN*

CONFIRMED*

	CONFIRMED*
	ANNULLED*

(may be used if customer fails to complete the application process such as failing to participate in the service agreement phase of the application process)
	


QUEUED – initial status assigned by TSIP on receipt of "customer services purchase request".

INVALID – assigned by TSIP or Primary Provider indicating an invalid field in the request, such as improper POR, POD, source, sink, etc. (Final state).

RECEIVED – assigned by Primary Provider or Seller to acknowledge QUEUED requests and indicate the service request is being evaluated, including for completing the required ancillary services.

STUDY – assigned by Primary Provider or Seller to indicate some level of study is required or being performed to evaluate service request.

REFUSED – assigned by Primary Provider or Seller to indicate service request has been denied due to lack of availability of transfer capability. (Final state).

COUNTEROFFER – assigned by Primary Provider or Seller to indicate that a new OFFER_PRICE and/or CAPACITY_GRANTED over time is being proposed in the negotiation of requested service (i.e., offering of partial service or negotiation of price).

REBID – assigned by Customer to indicate that a new BID_PRICE and/or CAPACITY_REQUESTED over time is being proposed.

SUPERSEDED – assigned by Primary Provider or Seller when a request which has not yet been confirmed is preempted by another reservation request. (Final state).

ACCEPTED – assigned by Primary Provider or Seller to indicate the service request at the designated BID_PRICE and CAPACITY_REQUESTED has been approved/accepted. Depending upon the type of ancillary services required, the Seller may or may not require all ancillary service reservations to be completed before accepting a request.

DECLINED – assigned by the Primary Provider or Seller to indicate that the terms and conditions, such as the BID_PRICE, are unacceptable and that negotiations are terminated or that contractual terms have not been met or the Transmission Customer (need to make sure definition of TC includes Network Customer) has failed to respond to a deficiency within an established timeframe.  (Final state).

RETRACTED - assigned by Primary Provider or Seller when the Customer fails to confirm or withdraw the request within the required time period. (Final state).

WITHDRAWN – assigned by the Customer during request evaluation to withdraw the request from any further action. (Final state).

CONFIRMED – assigned by the Customer in response to the Primary Provider or Seller posting "ACCEPTED" status, to confirm service. Once a request has been "CONFIRMED", a transmission service reservation exits. (Final state, unless overridden by DISPLACED or ANNULLED state).

DISPLACED – assigned by Primary Provider or Seller when a "CONFIRMED" reservation from a Customer is displaced by a higher priority reservation, and the Customer is not offered or has not exercised right of first refusal (i.e. refused to match terms of new request). (Final state).

ANNULLED – assigned by the Seller when, by mutual agreement with the Customer, a confirmed reservation is to be voided or assigned unilaterally by the Primary Provider when a confirmed reservation is to be voided. (Final state).

DEFICIENT – assigned by Primary Provider indicating a correctable deficiency in the Network Service Application, such as missing, incomplete, or inconsistent information 

REEVALUATE – assigned by the Customer during the Network Service Application process indicating that deficiencies have been corrected and submitting the revised application to the Primary Provider for review

COMPLETED – assigned by Primary Provider to acknowledge receipt of a completed Network Service Application and to indicate the service request is being evaluated, including for completing the required ancillary services.
PENDING – assigned by OASIS prior to submission by the Network Customer, to be used while the Network Customer is developing the application.
�Based on the 11/17/2009 decision to deleter Table 4-X, I recommend removing the red-lined text.


�Based on the 11/17/2009 decision to deleter Table 4-X, I recommend removing the red-lined text.


�Based on prior subcommittee decisions, I recommend removal of this text.
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