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North American Energy Standards Board

1301 Fannin, Suite 2350, Houston, Texas 77002

Phone:  (713) 356-0060, Fax:  (713) 356-0067, E-mail: naesb@naesb.org


Home Page: www.naesb.org

March 25, 2009
TO:
NAESB Wholesale Electric Quadrant (WEQ) Board Members, Executive Committee Members, and Interested Industry Participants

FROM:
Cory Galik Cummings, NAESB Counsel
RE:
Wholesale Electric Quadrant Leadership Meeting Notes – March 25, 2009
Dear WEQ Leadership Committee,

A leadership meeting was held on March 25, 2009.  Below are notes from that meeting:

	Administration and Welcome
	· Mr. Desselle welcomed the participants.  Ms. Cummings read the antitrust guidelines.  Mr. Desselle asked the participants in the room and on the phone to introduce themselves.  The participants reviewed the agenda.  Mr. Oberski moved to accept the agenda as written.   Mr. True seconded the motion.  The agenda was adopted unanimously as written.  

	NERC Coordination
	· Mr. Skiba asked for suggestions to improve the coordination between NERC and NAESB.  He has not seen the level of coordination necessary for the Business Practice Subcommittee and the Time and Inadvertent Management Task Force.  Mr. Skiba mentioned NERC Balancing Authority Controls was meeting with FERC tomorrow to discuss scoping issues and a question arose regarding whether a NAESB representative should be present on the call.  Mr. Rodriquez stated that NERC has standing Thursday meetings with FERC and this was not intended to be a joint conference call, but he was not opposed to NAESB participation.  Ms. McQuade noted that committee leadership has expressed a need that TIMTF and BAC efforts should be addressed in joint meetings, and particularly when FERC staff is invited to provide input and answer questions.  Mr. Oberski noted that it would be difficult to determine if NAESB or NERC would be the focus of discussions with FERC – so joint meetings in these cases are particularly relevant.  NAESB will discuss this issue further with NERC management.  

	Project Updates
	· DSM-EE:  The WEQ Demand Response (DR) standards were ratified last week with no negative votes cast.  There is an annual plan item to begin to develop more technical standards to support the DR standards.  Ms. Cummings is working with the chairs to schedule wholesale demand response work group meetings.  The retail work group is working on their recommendation based on the wholesale standards.  The two work groups are working closely to ensure coordination.  The NAESB office has worked with FERC and will be filing the wholesale DR standards next week.  This will be a single topic filing of a single action. Mr. Desselle recommended that NAESB issue a press release when the FERC filing is made to note the work that has been accomplished and to explain that the next phase of standards development will add granularity. 
· Mr. True noted that there was discussion at the February WEQ EC meeting to split the DSM-EE subcommittee into two separate subcommittees.  Ms. McQuade noted that there will be a task force created to discuss this split.  Tomorrow, the board can indicate that a separate subcommittee can be developed and change the annual plan assignments, should the group determine that two structures are needed. 
· FERC Order No. 890: The NAESB office filed the WEQ Version 2.1 standards with the FERC on February 19, 2009.  The filing covered standards that were developed or modified between last August and February of this year and included standards to support FERC Order Nos. 890, 890-A and 890-B, including standards for Capacity Benefit Margin and part one of a two-part modification to the NAESB standards regarding the grant of transmission rollover rights to requests for redirect on a firm basis.  Part two of this standard is currently under development.  The filing also included modifications to the Commercial Timing Table for Appendix D of the Coordinate Interchange standard, modifications to the TLR standards and appendices to provide more clarity and alignment with the NERC reliability standard.  The filing also includes three minor corrections for the WEQ standards.  The report on standards development covered only one failed standard related to Order 890 that addressed a request to formulate an ATC information list.  This standard did not garner super-majority support of the WEQ Executive Committee.  The remainder of the standards to address FERC Order No. 890 will be filed separately once the language for those standards is complete and will be submitted as WEQ Standards Version 2.2.  That filing is expected in the first quarter of 2010.

· e-Tag Registry:  NAESB has worked with NERC to coordinate the transfer of the Registry and perform testing.  The next version of E-Tagging will be identified as NAESB’s document and titled the NAESB Electronic Tagging Functional Specification.  

	2009 Annual Plan Updates
	· Ms. York noted the following items changed; the expected completion date of 2(a)(ii)(3) changed to 2nd Quarter, 2009; the status of item 3(d) was changed to complete; Item 4(a) noted that examples were to be provided.  4(a) was left as a reference point and the notation for examples was moved to item 4(b).  Mr. True noted that for Annual Plan item 4, a separate subcommittee would be created to address the EE standards.  

	Update from the February 14, 2009 Advisory Council Meeting
	· Mr. Ellsworth provided the update from the Advisory Council meeting, which was held in conjunction with the winter NARUC meeting.   At this year’s meeting, Ms. McQuade presented a primer of NAESB history, activities and goals.  He encouraged members to review this slideshow.  A highlight of the meeting was a discussion on NAESB’s roles and opportunities in regards to the new stimulus package.  
· Review of Communications with the U.S. Department of Energy:  Mr. Desselle and Ms. McQuade worked with a small group of Board and Advisory Council members to discuss the options available to NAESB regarding the stimulus bill.  A position paper was developed to send to the Department of Energy and letters were sent to the Department of Energy and the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission.  Ms. McQuade noted that NAESB would be required to review the Wholesale Electric Quadrant (WEQ) body of standards to ensure consistency with any smart grid technology endorsed by the government.  It was agreed that NAESB would communicate its willingness to participate in the standards development efforts that may arise from the stimulus bill.  

	Notice on the e-Tariff Vendor Fair
	· An e-Tariff vendor fair has been scheduled for April 28 in Washington, DC to allow vendors to discuss how their products will support the requirements for e-Tariff.  It was scheduled to correspond with a FERC technical conference.

	Notice on Facilitation and Consensus Building Workshop
	· Ms. McQuade noted that NAESB would be hosting a workshop on consensus building in Las Vegas, Nevada at the MGM Grand Hotel.  Mr. Miles, from the FERC, would be presenting.  Mr. Boswell and Mr. Buccigross would conduct a presentation on roles and responsibilities of NAESB EC and Board members.

	Discussion on Segment Blocks and Fully Populated Segments
	· Mr. Desselle noted that NAESB developed a board committee to review ways to streamline the development of standards and to identify when segment blocks will occur.  In establishing rules of procedure related to segment blocks, the bylaws were reviewed with respect to segment populations.   NAESB’s current practice is to notify the FERC with respect to segment blocks.  With the change made to the bylaws to prevent segment blocks by un-fully populated segments, NAESB will continue to notify FERC of those segment’s actions as well so that if the segment would have blocked but for the lack of seated EC members, the FERC will still be notified of that segment’s activities.

	Adjournment
	· The meeting adjourned at 2:58 p.m. Central.


Attendance

	Name
	Organization
	Attendance

	Roy True
	ACES Power
	In Person

	Lou Oberski
	Dominion Resources
	In Person

	Ed Davis
	Entergy
	In Person

	Matt Goldberg
	ISO New England
	In Person

	Ed Skiba
	Midwest ISO
	In Person

	Jonathan Booe
	NAESB
	In Person

	Deonne Cunningham
	NAESB
	Phone

	Cory Galik Cummings
	NAESB
	In Person

	Rae McQuade 
	NAESB
	In Person

	Denise Rager
	NAESB
	In Person

	Andy Rodriquez
	NERC
	Phone

	Bruce Ellsworth
	New York State Reliability Council
	In Person

	John Lucas
	Southern Company Transmission
	Phone

	Michael Desselle
	SPP
	In Person

	Valerie Crockett
	TVA
	In Person

	Kathy York
	TVA
	In Person

	Curt Winterfeld
	California ISO
	Phone

	Cathy Wesley
	PJM
	Phone

	Paul Wattles
	ERCOT
	Phone

	Art Fusco
	Central Electric Power Cooperative, Inc.
	In Person
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