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TO:
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RE:
NERC/NAESB JISWG Meeting Final Minutes – November 11-12, 2008
DATE:
April 29, 2009
NORTH AMERICAN ENERGY STANDARDS BOARD

NERC/NAESB JOINT INTERCHANGE SCHEDULING WORKING GROUP (JISWG)
Conference Call Meeting

November 11, 2008 – 8:00 AM to 5:00 PM Central

November 12, 2008 – 8:00 AM to 12:00 PM Central
FINAL MINUTES
1. Administrative
Mr. Harshbarger welcomed the participants to the meeting.  Ms. Cunningham gave the antitrust guidelines.  The participants introduced themselves in the room and on the phone.  Mr. Skiba suggested additions to the agenda.  Mr. Skiba moved to adopt the agenda.  Mr. Fisher seconded the motion.  The agenda was adopted as amended.  
· Adoption of Meeting Minutes
· September 16, 2008 Meeting Minutes
The group reviewed and held discussion in regards to the September 16, 2008 meeting minutes.  Mr. Skiba noted that the NAESB EC meeting was not held in September 2008.  Mr. Fisher moved to approve the minutes.  Mr. Sorenson seconded the motion.  The minutes were unanimously approved as amended.  The final minutes are available via the following link: http://naesb.org/pdf4/weq_jiswg091608fm.pdf.
· October 9, 2008 Meeting Minutes
The group reviewed and held discussion in regards to the October 9, 2008 minutes.  Mr. Skiba suggested revisions to the minutes.  Mr. Sorenson moved to approve the minutes.  Mr. Aymond seconded the motion.  The minutes were unanimously approved as amended.  The final minutes are available via the following link: http://naesb.org/pdf4/weq_jiswg100908fm.doc.
2. Update on the Coordinate Interchange- WEQ-004

The group reviewed and held discussion in regards to the Coordinate Interchange- WEQ-004.  During the October 9, 2008 JISWG meeting, the subcommittee voted out 2008 WEQ Annual Plan 6.m/R07007.  The recommendation is posted for a 30-day formal comment period and available for viewing via the following link: http://naesb.org/pdf3/weq_101008_reqcom.doc.  The group reviewed the comments submitted by the Standards Review Subcommittee (SRS).  After review and discussion, the group agreed to incorporate the comments into the recommendation.  The recommendation will be reviewed and voted upon by the WEQ EC during the February 2009 meeting.
3. Discussion on 2008 WEQ Annual Plan

The group reviewed and held discussion as it relates to the 2008 WEQ Annual Plan.  With respect to 2008 WEQ Annual Plan Item 1.b- Coordinate Interchange, Mr. Harshbarger noted that a NERC MOD standard has been submitted to the NERC Standards Committee (SC).  After discussion, the group agreed to modify the completion date for this item to 3rd Quarter 2009. 
As it relates to 2008 WEQ Annual Plan Item 1.e (Conduct analysis as to whether standards can be developed which outline a standardized process for the coordination and execution of emergency energy schedules), Mr. Skiba stated that the WEQ Standards Review Subcommittee (SRS) agreed that the JISWG should review this recommendation due to the group’s expertise with the item.  The group agreed that the completion date for this item is 1st Quarter 2009.  
The group reviewed and held discussion with respect to 2008 WEQ Annual Plan Item 3.a.vi.4 / R05026 (Make incremental enhancements to OASIS as an outgrowth of the NAESB March 29, 2005 conference on the future of OASIS).  The group also reviewed the scoping document and discussed the standard security application on OASIS.  Mr. Sorenson noted that the certification program and registry are intertwined.  He stated that the subcommittee cannot move forward with e-tagging without determining which certification program and registry to use.  In review of the recommendation, Mr. Harshbarger suggested that this Annual Plan Item should be moved to the joint Electronic Scheduling and Information Technology subcommittees (ESS/ITS). The group agreed with Mr. Harshbarger’s suggestion and modifications were made to the Annual Plan accordingly.  
In regards to 2008 WEQ Annual Plan Item 3.b.iii (Develop PKI standards for e-tagging (Develop Implementation Plan), the group agreed that the status should remain as Underway and that the completion date should be modified to 2nd quarter 2009.  
Mr. Harshbarger noted that the 2008 WEQ Annual Plan Item 6.h / R060006 (Develop standards to allow for registered Market Operators to request changes to the Market Level profile of Implemented Interchange), is more for a clean-up nature as it was requested in May 2006 but has not been addressed or presented as of yet.  The group will develop a no-action recommendation for 2008 WEQ Annual Plan 6.h. and it will be voted out of during the January 2009 JISWG meeting.

4. Discussion on 2009 WEQ Annual Plan

The group held discussion in regards to suggested items for the 2009 WEQ Annual Plan.  Mr. Skiba noted that all items that were not completed from the 2008 WEQ Annual Plan will be rolled over to the 2009 WEQ Annual Plan.  It was suggested that an Annual Plan Item to develop coordinate interoperability testing, and implement e-Tag version 1.8.1.  It was further suggested that items relating to the further development of the e-Tag specification and Schema, and the PKI Certification Program be added to the 2009 WEQ Annual Plan.  The suggestions will be forwarded to the Annual Plan subcommittee as comments to include on the 2009 WEQ Annual Plan.  The submitted comments from JISWG are available for review via the following link: http://naesb.org/pdf4/weq_aplan121608jiswg.doc.
5. Continue discussion on the NERC TSIN registry to NAESB

The group held discussion as it relates to the transfer of the NERC TSIN registry to NAESB.  Mr. Harshbarger questioned if the TSIN registry could be transferred prior to the Electric Industry Registry (EIR).  Mr. Vanderfort stated that the NERC technical staff will submit a request to the registry to a secure URL prior to the transfer to NAESB.  This issue is also addressed further in Agenda Item 10.  NAESB staff will update the JISWG with respect to the status of the transfer at the January 2009 JISWG meeting.  
6. Continue discussion on the e-Tag specification and schema from NERC to NAESB
The group held discussion with respect to the e-Tag specification and schema from NERC to NAESB.  The group reviewed the Proposal to Transfer e-Tag Specifications from NERC to NAESB document.  It was noted that Ms. McQuade, NAESB President, has been in contact with NERC leadership and it has been decided that both organizations would move forward with the transfer.  The group discussed whether the e-Tag specifications could be considered a NAESB document separate from the NAESB business practice standards.  Mr. Harshbarger noted his concern with the sensitive data involved with the e-Tag specifications and schema filed with FERC.  Ms. McQuade has indicated that the e-Tag specification and schema could be structured similarly to the e-Tariff standards.  The e-Tag specification and schema could be structured as an implementation guide and only deemed as supplemental documents to the NAESB business practice standards.  Mr. Booe and Ms. Cunningham will discuss with Ms. McQuade whether this option is available to the JISWG.  They will also request an official statement in regards to the transfer of the e-Tag Specifications from Ms. McQuade and Ms. Constantini of NERC.  If confirmed by NAESB leadership, the JISWG supports the e-Tag Specifications and Schema being structured as an implementation guide in the WEQ-004 business practice standards.  
7. Discussion on the development a Request For Proposal for the Electric Industry Registry
Mr. Skiba provided a brief overview of the vendor selection process for an Request for Proposal (RFP).  Mr. Booe stated that NAESB staff has drafted a RFP that has been submitted to Ms. McQuade, President of NAESB, for review.  The group recommended that this item be assigned to the NAESB staff and given a completion date of 4th Quarter 2008.  
Mr. Booe noted that NERC and NAESB staff will work together with respect to any further review or modifications to the RFP.  Mr. Booe will discuss this matter further with Ms. McQuade and update the JISWG at the January 2009 meeting.
8. Discussion on the progress of a commercial confidentiality agreement
The group held discussion in regards to the progress of the commercial confidentiality agreement.  Mr. Harshbarger noted that the Balanced Authorities (BA) would have to sign this agreement with respect to sharing electronic tagging data.  Mr. Skiba noted his concern with the draft of the agreement being overly broad.  The group held discussion as to whether it should be recommended to the WEQ Executive Committee that the 2008 WEQ Annual Plan Item 3.a.iii.1 be reassigned to the WEQ Business Practices Subcommittee (BPS).  Mr. Harshbarger explained that the item should go to the BPS because the agreement primarily focuses on market participants.  Mr. Skiba stated that this would be addressed during the November 11, 2008 WEQ BPS meeting and will update the JISWG accordingly.  NAESB Staff will continue to develop the draft of the confidentiality agreement and it will be discussed further during the January 2009 JISWG meeting.  
9. Continue discussion on the e-Tag specifications Version 1.8.1 development
· Review of Informal Comments for Multiple Reliability Levels Document
The group reviewed and held discussion in regards to the informal comments received relating to the Multiple Reliability Levels document.  In the comments submitted by Black Hills, Mr. Williamson noted that Design 3 addresses the problem and maintains consistency with INT-005.  The comments submitted by Entergy Services also recommended the implementation of Design 3.  Mr. Aymond noted if Designs 1 and 2 were implemented, some of the existing standards would have to be rewritten.  He stated that under Design 3, one entity may issue a reliability adjustment that would become active with a limit clearing of another entity.  The group discussed variations to Design 3.  Mr. Harshbarger noted that one variation would be to store all of the requests and if approved, it would reload and go to the next restrictive request.  Mr. Dempsey responded that this would be an issue if there are multiple profiles on multiple segments.  He stated that the provider would need to know the profiles for a quality distribution across the flowgate.  Mr. Fisher noted his concern with the increase of cost to the tagging vendor.  
The comments submitted by Bonneville Power Administration (BPA) strongly supported Design 3.  It was noted that this was the only design that meet the objectives specified in the problem statement.  Ms. Mendrala addressed her comments submitted on behalf of the Interchange Distribution Calculator (IDC) Working Group.  She stated that the problem being discussed has been an issue in the Eastern Interconnection in the past.  She further stated that the IDC Working Group has been working to resolve the issues and recently modifications were made to the IDC to honor the previously implemented reliability adjustments when the IDC issued a RELOAD.  The IDC Working Group recommended a fourth option in which entities concerned entities that are concerned about this issue could write in-house logic for their e-Tag processing that would review any reliability adjustments during the approval process.  If the approval of a reliability adjustment will ‘step on’ a previous adjustment issued and active by that entity the software could be programmed to send a ‘warning’ to the user; and the user can take action as necessary.
Mr. Skiba addressed the comments submitted by Midwest ISO, ISO New England, PJM, NYISO and Southwest Power Pool.  While recommending the implementation of Design 3, the group further recommends that the JISWG conduct additional research to determine the extent of the problem with the single reliability profile deficiency in the e-Tag system.  The group held discussion as to whether this specific issue should be modified to be a Provisional Item on the 2008 WEQ Annual Plan Item in lieu of modifications to the NERC INT standards.  
Mr. Sorenson suggested that the group make modifications to e-Tag Specifications 1.8.1 and include Design 1, which would give passive approval rights to reliability entities to a curtailment level.  Based on the industry comments, the group agreed to move forward with the e-Tag Specifications 1.8.1and address this issue after the NERC INT standards is posted for industry comment.
10. Discussion on e-Tag security URL
The group discussed the e-Tag security URL.  Mr. Vanderfort informed that group that a formal request regarding this issue has been drafted and will be submitted to the NERC IT for review.  The group reviewed and revised the formal request document to change the e-Tag security URL from “http” to “https.”  The NERC and NAESB JISWG requests that NERC change the e-Tag registry process within TSIN to accept both a non-secure URL (http) and a secure URL (https).  There were no objections to the modifications made to the document.  Mr. Vanderfort moved to submit this formal request with the amendments.  Mr. Fisher seconded the motion.  There was no opposition to the motion.  Mr. Vanderfort will submit the formal request to the NERC IT with the amendments.  
11. Schedule of Upcoming Meetings
· January 14-15, 2009, hosted by NAESB in Houston, Texas

· March 11-12, 2009, hosted by NAESB in Houston, Texas
12. New Business
Mr. Vanderfort provided a brief synopsis of a letter received from an attorney (of an entity) requesting raw data e-Tagging information.  He stated that he was reluctant to share this type of information with a third party.  Mr. Hansen sent the attorney information on how to receive the raw data that was requested.  Mr. Vanderfort stated that NERC Legal will respond according regarding this issue.  
Mr. Vanderfort also informed the group that a companion to the rollout implementation plan is being developed for the PKI standards.  He indicated that the implementation guide could be completed by 2010.  Mr. Hansen stated that JISWG will need to modify the e-Tag specification with a client certification attachment as it relates to the modification to the e-Tag security URL.  Mr. Sorenson stated that the NERC registry could accept “http” URLs by Spring 2009 and JISWG could have the requirement that all service URLs should be implemented by Fall 2009 with services for full mutual client certifications by Spring 2010.  

13. Action Items

· Mr. Harshbarger will submit the recommended 2009 WEQ Annual Plan items to Ms. McQuade and Kathy York for inclusion.  Mr. Skiba will update the 2008 WEQ Annual Plan and submit to Ms. McQuade and Ms. York.  

· Mr. Booe will discuss the Request for Proposal for the Electric Industry Registry with Ms. McQuade and update the JISWG at the January 2009 meeting.
· Mr. Booe and Ms. Cunningham will discuss with Ms. McQuade whether the e-Tag Implementation Guide option is available to the JISWG.  They will also request an official statement in regards to the transfer of the e-Tag Specifications from Ms. McQuade and Ms. Constantini of NERC

· NAESB staff will update the JISWG with respect to the status of the NERC TSIN transfer at the January 2009 JISWG meeting.  

· NAESB Staff will continue to develop the draft of the confidentiality agreement and it will be discussed further during the January 2009 JISWG meeting.  
14. Adjourn

Mr. Hansen moved to adjourn the meeting.  Mr. Sorenson seconded the motion.  The meeting was adjourned at 10:25p.m. Central.
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