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Joint Interchange Scheduling Working Group 

Meeting Minutes

March 11-12, 2009

NAESB Office
Houston, Texas

A meeting of the North American Electric Reliability Corporation (NERC) and the North American Energy Standards Board (NAESB) Joint Interchange Scheduling Working Group (JISWG) was held on March 11–12, 2009 in Houston, Texas.  JISWG Co-chair Jim Hansen presided.  

The agenda and meeting documents can be found on the NAESB Wholesale Electric Quadrant (WEQ) JISWG website: http://www.naesb.org/weq/weq_jiswg.asp   
Antitrust Compliance Guidelines

Secretary Vandervort acknowledged the NERC and NAESB Antitrust Compliance Guidelines.

Minutes of the Previous Meetings
The JISWG did not review the November 11–12, 2008 meeting minutes.  The November meeting minutes will be reviewed, edited, and approved during the next JISWG meeting.

Andy Tritch moved to approved the January 14-15, 2009 JISWG meeting minutes as written.  The motion was approved.

Agenda Approved

Tom Vandervort moved to approve the meeting agenda.  The motion was approved.

NAESB Confidentiality Agreement Status

NAESB President Rae McQuade, NAESB legal counsel Bill Boswell, JISWG Co-chairs Jim Hansen and Bob Harshbarger, and JISWG secretaries Jonathan Booe and Tom Vandervort recently participated in a conference call to discuss the NAESB Confidentiality Agreement.  Messrs Boswell and Booe crafted a NAESB Confidentiality Agreement and presented it to the call participants for discussion.

The JISWG reviewed the same Confidentiality Agreement during this meeting and made edits, but kept the theme and intent of the agreement in tact.  Mr. Booe will present the JISWG edited version of the NAESB Confidentiality Agreement to Mr. Boswell for another review.  The JISWG agreed to post the document for an informal comment period.
Transition of Electric Industry Registry (EIR) from NERC to NAESB

NERC staff is in the process of reviewing (as a courtesy) the NAESB draft Electric Industry Registry (EIR) request for proposal (RFP) to be issued and posted for e-Tag vendors to submit proposals to develop the EIR software.  Mr. Vandervort reported that NERC has only a few comments which will be transmitted to NAESB next week.  

NAESB 2009 WEQ Annual Plan (JISWG-Related Items)

The JISWG reviewed the NAESB 2009 wholesale electric quadrant (WEQ) Annual Plan and discussed the JISWG-related items.  For a copy of the initial NAESB 2009 WEQ Annual Plan see the March 11-12, 2009 JISWG meeting agenda documents.  The JISWG has made plans to address the JISWG items in accordance with the anticipated completion date.

	NAESB

2009 WEQ Annual Plan Approved February 3, 2009

JISWG Items

	Item Number
	Item Description
	Completion Date

	1.a)
	Develop business practices to support Coordinate Interchange – R05020 “Include a guideline for rounding schedules with partial MWh’s in the coordinate interchange business practice WEQ BPS-002-000” the rounding standard recommendation
	3rd Q, 2009

	3.a)ii)1)
	Work with the NAESB counsel to develop a confidentiality agreement, (R07013)
	3rd Q, 2009

	3.a)ii)2)
	Transition the TSIN Registry from NERC to NAESB as the enhanced Electric Industry Registry (EIR), (R06027)
	4th Q, 2009

	3.a)v)
	Develop, coordinate inoperability testing, and implement e-Tag version 1.8.1
	4th Q, 2009

	3.a)vii)
	Review and correct the WEQ-004 Coordinate Interchange Business Practice Standard as needed based on activities in NERC Project 2008-12, Coordinate Interchange Standards Revisions and supporting EOP-002 R4 and R6 [this is a new item]
	2010

	3.b)iii
	Develop implementation plan for meeting PKI standards for e-Tag

e-Tagging items are linked to the transition of the Registry from NERC to NAESB
	July, 2009

	
	
	


Joint Initiative Infrastructure Strike Team – Dynamic Scheduling System Development
JISWG Co-chair Jim Hansen, as a member of the Joint Initiative Strike Team (JIST) gave a brief overview of the Dynamic Scheduling System, System Requirements Document.  The document can be found with the meeting agenda documents on the NAESB JISWG website.  All of the energy accounting system is done on the EMS system.  It is a complicated process.  The Dynamic Scheduling System (DSS) is a centralized software program that interfaces with participants systems via e-Tag Requests and ICCP links.  The DSS will automate the process and capture all dynamic schedules in the program.   

The next step for the JIST is to create a business case, which will include a comparison of benefits to the implementation costs.

Proposed Transfer of e-Tag Specification from NERC to NAESB 

The JISWG discussed the status of the transfer of the Electronic Tagging Functional Specification and corresponding XML schema definition from NERC to NAESB.  During the January, 2009 JISWG meeting, the JISWG acknowledged that the senior managements of both NERC and NAESB have agreed to transition the Specification and Schema from NERC to NAESB.  The JISWG made a motion that the Electronic Tagging Functional Specification and corresponding XML schema definition continue to be maintained in their current form (not included as part of a standard) when the documents are transitioned to NAESB.  The JISWG believes it is inappropriate to include the specification and schema in NAESB business practice standards.  However, the maintenance of these documents needs structure and process, JISWG does not see the need to file these two documents with FERC.  
The JISWG letter “JISWG Recommendation on transitioning the e-Tag Specification to NAESB,” including the above motion, was sent to the NAESB Executive Council, see Attachment 1.  NAESB WEQ Executive Committee replied with an agreement to implement the JISWG’s recommendation.  The final web location of the Electronic Tagging Functional Specification and corresponding XML schema definition will be determined by NAESB.
NAESB EC Elevates the JISWG to JESS

The NAESB Executive Committee (EC) evaluated the JISWG’s on-going work, responsibilities, and the fact that the JISWG has been reporting to the NAESB EC, justifying it to become a subcommittee under the EC.  The JISWG will become the Joint Electronic Scheduling Subcommittee (JESS).

The JISWG discussed the implications of becoming the JESS within the NERC Operating Committee organization structure.  In the NERC organization, the JISWG (JESS) currently reports to the Interchange Subcommittee.  In the future, a subcommittee (JESS) will report to another subcommittee, the IS.  Secretary Vandervort sent an e-mail to NERC Senior Vice President David Nevius to inform him of the JISWG transition to the JESS and seek his guidance going forward.

JISWG Scope and Purpose Statements
The JISWG revised both the NERC and NAESB JISWG Scope and Purpose Statements.  The effort was made because of the transition from a working group to a subcommittee, JESS.  Also, some of the terminology and entities identified in the documents were outdated and were no longer valid.  The draft NERC and NAESB Scope and Purpose documents can be found on the NAESB JISWG website.
e-Tag 1.8.1 Specifications Development
The JISWG continued revising the e-Tag Specification, Draft Version 1.8.1.  The JISWG will post the draft e-Tag, version 1.8.1 for industry comment from March 12 through May 4, 2009.  It is requested that comments be made on a separate form and not be imbedded into the specifications.  The specifications will be posted onto both NAESB and NERC JISWG websites to maximize exposure and to receive a significant amount of comments.  Please review the posting and submit your comments to the document.  Your comments will help improve and enhance the e-Tag specifications.  

Technology Development Oversight Committee

During a March 20, 2008 JISWG meeting, a motion was made “Motion that we recommend that NAESB and NERC jointly establish a registry oversight committee to handle development and ongoing support for registry related issues.  This may be the JISWG.”  The motion passed.

The JISWG discussed the motion during this meeting, including researching the motion and the discussions that were behind the motion.  Based on the actions that have occurred since the March 20, 2008 JISWG meeting, the JISWG has decided there is no need to create a Technology Oversight Committee.  No further action is required.
NAESB e-Tag Business Practice Web Page

The JISWG will establish a web page on the NAESB WEQ website in which electronic tagging business practice standards, reliability standards, instructions, reference documents, miscellaneous information, timing requirements, and anything else impacting the contents of or the submittal of e-Tags will be posted for industry to download or open to review the contents.  The JISWG drafted a letter that will introduce the concept to the electrical power industry and request industry feedback.  The letter will be distributed by both NERC and NAESB.
Public Key Infrastructure Implementation Plan for Electronic Tagging

The JISWG drafted the Public Key Infrastructure Implementation Plan for Electronic Tagging during the meeting.  The document will be sent to the JISWG for review and comment, after incorporating JISWG comments the plan will be distributed to the various e-Tag distribution lists.
Dates and Locations of Future Meetings

Additional meetings or conference calls may be scheduled as necessary for the development and implementation of the e-Tag, version 1.8.1 or other JISWG-related business.  Look for additional information and meeting details on the NERC JISWG Web site and on the NAESB JISWG Web site.

	JISWG Meeting/Conf Call/Webcast Schedule

	
	Date
	Time
	Location
	Meeting Coordinator

	Conference Call
	April 6, 2009
	10 am – 12 pm
	Conference Call
	NAESB

	Meeting
	Wed, May 13, 2009

Thur, May 14, 2009
Friday, May 15, 2009
	9 am – 5 pm

9 am – 5 pm

9 am - Noon
	Carmel, IND

MISO to Host
	NAESB

	Meeting
	Wed, Jul 15, 2009

Thur, Jul 16, 2009
Friday, Jul 17, 2009
	9 am – 5 pm

9 am – 5 pm
9 am - Noon
	Vancouver BC*
	NERC

	Meeting
	Wed, Sep 16, 2009

Thur, Sep 17, 2009
	10 am – 5 pm

9 am – Noon
	Houston (or volunteer city)
	NAESB

	Meeting
	Wed, Nov 18, 2009

Thur, Nov 19, 2009
	10 am – 5 pm

9 am – Noon
	Houston (or volunteer city)
	NAESB

	
	
	
	
	


· Future NERC-hosted JISWG meetings need to be held at region, utility, or volunteer facilities. 

· Due to the JISWG workload, the May meeting was increased to 2 ½ days.

· Due to the JISWG workload,  the July meeting was increased to 2 ½ days.

Respectfully submitted,

Tom Vandervort

Thomas J. Vandervort

NERC JISWG Secretary

JISWG Meeting

March 11-12, 2009

NAESB Office
Houston, Texas

Attendance:

Jim Hansen, JISWG Co-chair

Ed Skiba

Tom Vandervort

Jonathan Booe

Andy Tritch

Mark Sundsten

Jim Cyrulewski 
via phone

Dan Baesin

via phone

Clint Aymond

via phone

Ernie Cardone

via phone

Tim Kannel

via phone
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January 26, 2009

NAESB Wholesale Electric Quadrant Executive Committee

Subject: JISWG Recommendation on Transitioning the e-Tag Specification to NAESB

During the January 14-15, 2009 NERC-NAESB Joint Interchange Scheduling Working Group (JISWG) meeting, the working group discussed the transition of the Electronic Tagging Functional Specification and corresponding XML schema definition.  The JISWG acknowledged that the senior managements of both NERC and NAESB have agreed to transition the Specifications and Schema from NERC to NAESB.

The JISWG made and approved the following motion:

Regarding the NAESB 2009 Annual Plan item 3(a)(vi), Transition of e-Tag Specification and schema to NAESB, the JISWG proposes the Electronic Tagging Functional Specification and corresponding XML schema definition continue to be maintained in their current form by NAESB.  The JISWG believes it is inappropriate to include the specification and schema in NAESB Business Practice Standards.  However, the maintenance of these documents needs structure and process, JISWG does not see the need to file these two documents with FERC.

The JISWG will continue to work with the NERC and NAESB staff, the NAESB WEQ EC, and the industry to complete the transition of the Electronic Tagging Functional Specification and corresponding XML schema definition from NERC to NAESB.

Sincerely,


Robert Harshbarger




James Hansen


JISWG, NAESB Co-chair



JISWG, NERC Co-chair

Cc:
Rae McQuade

Lynn Constantini


Andy Rodriquez 

Joint Interchange Scheduling Working Group 


e-Tag Vendors

�


North American Energy Standards Board�1301 Fannin, Suite 2350�Houston, Texas 77002�Phone: 713.356.0060 – Fax 713.356.0067�www.naesb.org�





�


116-390 Village Boulevard�Princeton, New Jersey  08540-5721�Phone: 609.452.8060 ▪ Fax: 609.452.9550�www.nerc.com
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North American Energy Standards Board�1301 Fannin, Suite 2350�Houston, Texas 77002�Phone: 713.356.0060 – Fax 713.356.0067�www.naesb.org�





�


116-390 Village Boulevard�Princeton, New Jersey  08540-5721�Phone: 609.452.8060 ▪ Fax: 609.452.9550�www.nerc.com
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